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Introduction

We're going to begin a studg that will explorc several iml:)ortant qucstions
concerning the nation of Israel from a Biblical basis — qucstions such as the

Fo”owing. ..

e What should the attitude of the Christian be towards Israel as a

nation?

e Should the fact that national Israel is currentlg in unbelief affect the

way we view the covenants and Promises God has given to them?

e Islsraclasa unique chosen nation still relevant in God’s program —

and do tneg still have a future in His Plan?
e How should Christians view the modern State of Israel?

e Should Christians suPPort the indePcndent sovcreigntg of the

modern State of Israel?

L4 Aﬂd SI"IOUICl we view ti’]C reemergence OF lsrael as a PFOPI"ICtiC

harbinger of the end-times?

These questions have emerged as some of the most Polarizing and hotlg
contested issues in our modern rcligious and geopolitical world. As we enter
into an examination of this sukﬁect, we will do our best to cxclusivelg look at
what the Bible says about this subject — and not the i:rcqucnt

disinformation routinelg sl:)ewcd bg both Political and religious institutions.



Although this may seem like a very simplc sukject to a well-trained and
5iblica”g~based Christian, we should recognize that not all who call
themselves Christians agree on this sukv’ect. While some Christians are avid
suPPortcrs of the modern state of lsrael, others have outright denounced

Israel’s right to even exist as a nation. Who is correct?

There are mainstream churches and seminaries todag that have been
greatlg inﬂuenced (but we could even go as Far as to use the term
“infiltrated”) with far-Left Political ideologies, and have abandoned using a
sound studg of the Scriptures in Formulating their oPinions on current
issues. Most of these churches also make a habit of ignoring Biblical
eschatologg altogether, or they espouse beliefs in cschatological schemes
that are not based upon a literal/grammatical/historical intchretation of
ScriPture) which greatlg influence their conclusions regar&ing mocﬂern«iag

Israel.

In addition, there are many Pcople who simplg have never been cxPosed to
an explanation of what the Bible actua“g says about this sukﬂect. Because
of that, thcy may default to the anti-Israel Propagancla that has become so
common in many of our modern cultural institutions, including the media and

even our universities. In this studg, we wilUus’c look at what the Word of God

has to say about this subject. it will be a Progound exercise in hermeneutics
(or methods of Bible interprctation), a”owing us to reflect on how seriously
we take the words of Scripture. Of course, this issue of hermeneutics is
intimatclg linked with the subjcct of eschatologg (or the studg of what the
Bible tells us about the end-times) . It has rightlg been said that your
hermeneutics will determine your eschatologg. In other words, the

intchretivc method you hold to will absolutelg frame the way you



understan& wha’c the Bible has to say about the Future. You wi” see What we

mean as we gCt undcrwag.

But before we get started, it’s imPortant to first sPend some time clearly

dcgining some of the terms and concepts we will be dealing with. ..
~-Terms:

o Israel: What do we mean when we use the term “Israel” in this studg?
Israel is a national idcntitg that began with Abraham, Isaac and then
Jacob, who was the father of the twelve tribes of Israel. Israel is a
spcciﬁc nation chosen bg God to Plag a sPcciFic role in his overall
program for humanity. As a nation, Israel is sustained 139 a number of
covenant Promises (Deut. 7:6-9) . Not all individuals in this chosen
nation are saved (Rom. 9:6; 11:28) . Unbclicving Jews were Phgsical
children of Abraham and sPiri’cual children of the devil (John 8:37-
44). Believing Jews were Old Testament saints such as the Prophcts
and those who obeged the Law and covenants of God.

o Jew: What do we mean when we use the term “Jew” in this study?
Some mistakenlg try to create a distinction between Israel and the
term Jew, claiming that Jew onlg means a descendant of the tribe of
Judah. There are those who wish to create entire doctrines based on
this false idea. This notion is utterlg false, which we will demonstrate

From ScriPturC Furthcr ahead.

Easton’s Bible Dictionary is helPFul, outlining for us the Fo”owing

definition for “Jew”:



“the name derived from the Patriarch Judah, at first gjiven to one
belonging to the tribe of Judah or to the separate kingclom of Judah
2 Kings 16:6; 25:25; Jeremiah 32:12; 38:19; 40:11 and 41:3), in
contradistinction from those belonging to the king&om of the ten

tribes, who were called Israelites.

During the Captivitg, and after the Restoration, the name, however,
was extended to all the Hebrew nation without distinction (Esthcr

5:6; 5:]0; Daniel 5:3; 5:]2; Ezra 4’:]2; 5:] and 55) .

Origina”g this Pcople were called Hebrews (Genesis 39:14-; 40:15;
Exodus 2:7; %:18; 5:3; 1 Samuel 4:6 4:9, et al.), but after the Exile this

name fell into disuse.

There are three names used in the New Testament to designate this

PCOPIC. ..

~Jews, as regards their nationalitg, to distinguish them from Gentiles.

-Hebrews, with regarcl to their language and education, to distinguish

them from Hellenists, i.e., Jews who sPoke the Greek Ianguage.

-Israclites, as respects their sacred Privileges as the chosen PCOPIC
of God.”

So, in this studg, we will at times refer to members of the distinct
group called 1srael as “Jews.” Understand that we are using this term
as the Bible does — as a synonym of the terms “Israel,” “Israclites,”

and “Hebrews.”



e Gentiles: The word Gentile is an English translation of the Hebrew
word “gogim” (“People, nations”) and the Greek word “ethne”
(“nations, Pcople groups, People”). The Latin Vulgate translated
these words as “gentilis”, and this word was then carried over into

English as “Gentile.” The term refers to a person who is not a Jew.

From the Jewish Pcrspectivc, Gentiles were often seen as pagans who
did not know the true God. During Jesus’ time, many Jews took such
Pride in their cultural and rcligious hcritage that theg considered
Gentiles “unclean,” ca”ing them “dogs” and “the uncircumcision.”
Gentiles and the half-Gentile Samaritans were basica”y viewed as
enemies that were to be shunned (John 4:9;18:28; and Acts 10:28).

e The Church: The churchis a called-out assemblg of believers out of

every nation, who have been initiated into the bodg of Christ by the
SPirit (1 Cor. 12.1%). The icﬂentitg of the church is the beloved bride of
Christ.

Members of the church include those saved through the gospel Plan
bcginning at the Day of Pentecost when the SPirit was first Poured
out on the believers (Acts 2), and ending with those who will be
removed from earth in the supernatural catching away of the church

(known as the raPturc —1 Thessalonians 417, et al).

Bclieving Jews/ Gentiles Prior to Pentecost, believing Jews/ Gentiles
during the Tribulation, and mortal believing Jews/Gentiles during the
earthlg Kingdom reign of Christ (the Millennium) are not members of



the church. There are saved Old Testament saints as well as saved
Tribulation saints. Tneg are not Part of the church. The Church Age
on earth began at Pentecost and wi“ end at tne rapture.

The Rapture The raPture Is an 1mportant termto deﬁne as it serves

as the termlnal event of the Church Age The raPture is the next event
to take Place on the horizon for the church - it is called our “blessed
hope)” and what we yearn for (Titus 2:12-1%). As mentioned, the
raPture is the supernatural “catching awag” of the church from earth
to heaven, and includes the instantaneous transition from a Phgsieal
bodg toa sul:)ernatural “glorhcied” boclg (1 Thessalonians 417, et al.).
It is at this time that the dead in Christ (or Christians of past times

who have died) will be resurrected to also receive their glorhcied

bodies.

Zionism: This term has been used in various ways — oftenas a
Pejorative. But what do we mean in this stu&g when we refer to this
term or concept? Zionism is derived from the Biblical word “Zion”
used 163 times in the Bible. Zion is used to refer to Jerusalem and/or
the land of Israel. For example, Zion is the term used 139 the Psalmist
during the Babglonian exile when longinglg remembering his
homeland. “59 the rivers of Babglon, there we sat down and WePt,
when we remembered Zion” (Psalm 137:1). It is not surPrising then that
the term “Zionism” became the term for those who support the Jewish
People’s return to Jerusalem and Israel as an independent Jewish
nation. To&ag, Zionism encompasses anyone who for any reason
desires to see the nation of Israel continue as a Jewish state and

PT'OSPCT'.



° Replacement Tlieologg: Replacement Tlieologtj (also known as

supersessionism) essentiallg teaches that the church has replaced
Israel in God’s plan. Adherents of Replacement Tl’]COlOglj believe the
Jews are no longer God’s chosen people, and God does not have
specitic future plans for the nation of Israel. Replacement Tlieologtj
teaches that the church is the replacement for Israel and that the
many promises made to Israel in the Bible are allegoricallg fulfilled in
the Christian church. The propliecies in Scripture concerning, for
instance, the l:)lessing and restoration of Israel to the Promised Land

are spiritualized or allegorizecl into promises of God’s t)lessing for the

Cl"lUT'Cl"I.

The overall problem with this view is that God made a number of

unconditional promises and covenants with Israel in the Old

Testament. Replacement Tl’]COlogH neglects these promises God
made to Israel and therefore cliallenges the integrit9 of God. It also
results from an incorrect hermeneutic, in which adherents to this
belief allegorize or spiritualize these promises God made to Israel
instead of interpreting the plain meaning,. In the Bible, Israel alwags
means Israel. But in their view, Israel becomes spiritual code language
to mean the church. And instead of unclerstanding the plain meanings
of these promises, tliey come up with spiritual meanings that tliey can
applg to the cliurcli, and tlieretore, completely avoid acknowledging

lSFEﬂCl’S PFCSCﬂt and ‘FUtUFC relevance in GOCl,S program.

e Premillennial Dispensationalism: Altliougli we will not be using this

term much tlirougliout this stuclg, it is the lens tlirougli which we
riglitlg interpret escliatologg, or the studg of the end-times, and



therefore is imPortant to define. Evergthing that follows in this studg

will follow this system of intcrl:)rctation, which we believe to clcarlg be

the Scriptural one. Premillennial DisPensationalism is the natural end-
result of a litera|~grammatica|~ni5torica|~contextual, or Plain

intchretation of the Bible.

The label “Prcmi”cnnial” derives from the fact that when one
intchrets the Bible in this way (without trying to a”egorize the
meaning of the text), the end-result is the recognition that there is a
future literal Millennium of time in which Christ will rule earth from

David’s Throne in Jerusalem, as the ScriPtures Plainlg Prophcsg.

The name “Dispensationalism” comes from the recognition that God
has dealt with mankind in a number of different ways tnroughout
historg. We call these different Periods “dispensations,” meaning
different ages, characterized bg, among other things, the different
covenants God has made with man throughout nistory. In other
words, DiSPensationalism is the understanding that God administers
His Plan for mankind in various stages, or dispcnsations. It recognizes
how these different ages involve different ways in which God has
dealt with mankind in His ultimate Plan for the redemp’cion of mankind
and of the earth.

Two of the essentials of DisPensationalism are as follows. ..

1. Consistent Literal lntchretation
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In other words, consistentig interl:)reting the Bible using the
normal or Piain mcanings that the text is communicating, instead

of spiritualizing or a“egorizing the meanings.
2. Israel and the Church are Distinct

DisPensationalists believe the Bible teaches that God’s single
program for human historg includes a distinct Pian for 1srael

and a distinct Plan for the church.

Because these Points are foundational to the toPic of this study, we
find it necessary to draw your awareness to this sukject of
Premillennial DisPensationaiism. It is the necessary lens for rightlg
intchreting ScriPture} esl:)eciang Bible Propnccg. Without utilizing
these foundational Principles of Biblical intcrpretation, we will arrive
at the wrong conclusion concerning the toPic of this studg. Please
recognize that these terms arejust man-made labels that characterize
what we believe is the correct aPProach to uncierstanciing and
intchreting ScriPture. Many Peoplc are DisPensationalists without
even knowing it. hcgou interpret the Bible iitcra”g, and believe Israel
has a future, you view the Bible disPensationang.

Before moving on, let’'s do a cluici< run tnrougn the
Prcmiiiennial/DiSPcnsational undcrstanding of cscnatology. We will
focus on this later on in our studg, but it's imPortant to enter in with a
basic undcrstanding of it. Correctlg uncierstanding the timeline for
escnatologg goes hand-in-hand with uncierstanding God’s future
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program for lsrael) and how God has oPcrated within the theater of
humanity for the past 4,000 years of history.
Y P Y Y

Our outline for this understanding Is gjven in Daniel 9. This chap’cer
records how in the mid-500’s B.C., the Prophct Daniel was given the
70-Weeks Propnecg, which declared seventy weeks or neptads of
years that would take Place for Israel and Jerusalem. In other words,
this refers to a total of 490 years FOx7).A beginning Point and
en&ing Point are identified for marking the 15t tnrough the 69t Weeks

OFHCBFS.

The 69t Week of years ended with the Triumphal Entry of Jesus into
Jerusalem in 3% A.D.,just dags Prior to His crucifixion. According to
the Propnecg, it is clear that the timeclock stoPPed with the
comple’cion of the 69t}7 Week, leaving one future week — the 7Oth Week
to still be complctcd. But after the 69th Week, somcthing unexpcctcd
happened After Israel killed her Messiah, rcjecting His offer of the
Messianic Kingdom (which had been Prophcsied of througnout the
Old Testament), this Propnetic 70-Week program of God for Israel
was Paused, and God introduced an interim program called the
churcn, as the SPirit was Poured out on the Day of Pentecost of that
same year — 3 A.D. (Acts 2).

Subscquentlgj the gospel was to be sPrCad to all nations and God’s
focus shifted from that of national Israel to His new work called the
church, which focused on all nations. And so, at the Triumphal Entry,
the timeclock for Israel’s 70-Wee|< countdown was Paused and a gap
Period we call the Church Age was inserted. In 70 A.D., the final
harbinger of this shift took Place as Jerusalem was destroged and the

12



Jews were eventua”g scattered to the uttermost Parts of the earth in
what is termed the Diaspora. The Church Age has been in effect
since 35 A.D., and will last until the closing event of this age — the
raPture) or sul:)ernatural catching away of the church to heaven
described in Scripture (Rom. 11:25, | Thess. 4:14-18, et al.).

DisPensationalists understand that God’s timeclock for the church
will stop with the rapture, and either immediately or soon after, God’s
timeclock for Israel will again begin, as there remains one final week of
years — the 70th Week — to be comPlcteA for Israel. During this time,
Israel will once again become the Primarg focus of God’s Plan during
this final /-year “week” of time often called the Tribulation, or
Daniel’s 70t Week.

This final week for lsrael, the Tribulation (Rev. 6-19), will be a time of
great trouble for the world as God’s wrath is Poured out — but will be
esPcciaHH focused upon Israel, csPeciallg the second half of this
seven-year Pcriod. ScriPture says that the Tribulation begins with the
Antichrist erncorcing a covenant, which he afterwards aPParentlg

breaks midwag through the seven years — an event known as the
abomination of desolation (Dan. 9:27, Mt. 24-15).

After this midpoint abomination, the latter 3.5 years of the Tribulation
will be a time of unPara”elch distress in human history, Par’cicularly for
the Jews (Jer. 50:7, Zech. 1%:8). In gact, Jesus calls it the Great
Tribulation in Matthew 24:21-22. We will find out that one Primarg
purpose of the Tribulation is to drive the nation of Israel to
repentance through great affliction. Sometimes God has to knock us
down in order to getus to look up at Him — and that’s what’s

13



happening to Israel during the Tribulation. Through this exPcrience
of unimaginable distress, Israel will Fina“g be brought to faith (Zech.
12:10, Rom. 11:25) . We find out from Scripture that Israel turning
toward her true Messiah — Jesus Christ — acknowle&ging Him as
such, and Pctitioning His return is actua”y a Precondition for the next
event — the Second Coming of Christ, which will end the Tribulation,
or the 70th Week (Hos. 5:15, Mt. 23:39) .

When Christ does return to the earth at the end of the Tribulation,
Israel will be readg to receive Him as their Messiah. This now-
righteous remnant of Israel will be rescued from the nations that have
gatherc& to destrog her, and Christ will set up His Millennial or
Messianic Kingdom on earth (Z_ech. 12:2-3, Chap’cer 14). The church
will have returned with Christ at the Second Coming (Rev. 19:14) and
will then rule and reign with Him as His bride for a literal thousand
years along with the other First Resurrection believers (Rev. 1:5-6,
20:6, et al.).

Strong support for a literal future Millennium is found in the clear
teaching of Revelation 20:1-7, where it says six times that Christ’s
Kingclom will last 1,000 years. ScriPturC tells us that during this
1,000-year Period} the Lord will establish His Physical kingdom on
this earth with Jerusalem as its cal:)ital. with Christ reigning as King,
Israel will be the Prominent nation on earth, after being restored
sPirituallg and Phgsica”g. Representatives from all nations will come
to Jerusalem to honor and worship the King — Jesus Christ — who will
reign on the throne of David, Fulﬁ”ing a multitude of Old Testament
Kingclom Prophccies (Isaiah 60, Zech. 8, Micah 4:2). Then, go“owing
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the Millennium, will come the Eternal State, as God’s full Plan for the
redeml:)tion of mankind will have been realized (Rev. 21-22).

Both the Old Testament and the New Testament suPPort a
Premiiiennial/DisPensational understanding of God’s Plan for Israel,
and this was alwags the traditional understanding of the ancient Jews
and earig Christians. Alttiougti ttieg would not have been familiar with
these modern labels of “Premillennialism” or “DisPensationalism,” this
was the lens of literalism ttirougn which ttieg genera“g viewed Bible
Proptiecg. It is essential to understand that the church has not
rePIaced Israel in God’s Plan. While God’s timeclock has shifted to
focus on the church for the Past 2,000 years (ttie Church Age), He
has not torgotten Israel and will one dag restore them to His intended

role as tl"lC nation He tias ctiosen (Romans 11).

This Wasjust a brief outline of the vieWPoint this studg takes in
escnatologicai interpretation. if what wejust discussed was new to
you, or difficult for you to follow, or you simpig don’t understand
how we came to those conclusions, we encourage you to consult the
comPanion studg entitled, Understanding The Distinction Between
Israel And The Church. That studg is in many ways a “Part1” to this
study, and goes into more dePtti on some of the concePts We’vejust

discussed.

Now that we have defined some of our imPortant foundational terms and
concepts, let’s begin to investigate the toPic of this studg — should
Christians support Israel? In the next section, we will start rigtit at the
beginning of world tiistorg and the Biblical narrative, in order to I"IClP us

understand t]’]C Plan and PurPose ot God tor lsrael as a nation.

15



God’s Purposes for Israel

God had a spccial, divine purpose for Israel when He called them into
existence as a nation. Umcortunatclg, it is common for Christians todag to
be unaware of this divine purpose, as it’s rarelg spoken of in many
churches. But in order for us to understand what our vieWPoint and
attitude as Christians should be concerning Israel, we need to first

understand God’s original purposes for choosing Israel as a nation.

So, whg did God create the People/nation of Israel? The story rca“y
bcgins in Genesis 3:15, which turns out to be the first Messianic Prophccy in
the Bible. At this Point in Genesis, the Fall of Man has alreadg taken Place,
and in this passage, we will bcgin to see the first Prophctic glimpse of God’s
re&emptive Plan being revealed to man. God, sPeaking to the Serpent
(Satan) who had deceived Eve, says the Fo”owing. ..

“And 1 will Put enmitg between thee (the Serpcnt, or Satan) and the woman
(Eve), and between thg seed and her secd; it (rchrring to her seed, or
ogspring) shall bruise thy head, and thou (the Serpcnt) shalt bruise his
heel (the heel of her seed).” -Genesis 3:15

So, right here at the bcginning of the story of mankind in the Garden of
Eden, we know from this Prophccg that there is coming One (O{: the seed or
ogspring og the woman) WI"IO will crush the head OF the Serpent (Satan).
And of course, we know that Figurc spoken of is the Messiah, Jesus Christ,
who through His sacrificial death on the cross, overcame the Problcm of sin
that the serpent had introduced, Providing away of redemption for all

mankind.
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But going back to this Garden, with that as our foundation, we can then
understand that God — in order to bring about this Messianic Promise -
needed to choose a sPeciFic Iincage through which He could bring forth this

eventual Seed of the Woman.

The next mz?jor event in this ePic storgline that we need to understand is
recorded in Genesis 1l — te”ing the story of how human society became
reestablished after the Flood of Noah) and how God confounded the
languages at the Tower of Babel - rcsulting in the formation of the
different nations. Let’s familiarize ourselves with this account bg reading a

Por'tion of Genesis 1.

“And the whole earth was of one language, and of one sPeecH

And it came to pass, as thegjoumeged from the east, that thcg found a
Plain in the land of Shinar; and theg dwelt there.

And theg said one to another, Go to, let us make brick, and burn them
thoroughly. And thcg had brick for stone, and slime had they for morter.
And theg said, Go to, let us build us a city and a tower, whose top may
reach unto hcavcn; and let us make us a name, lest we be scattered abroad
upon the face of the whole earth.

And the Lord came down to see the city and the tower, which the children
of men builded.

And the Lord said, Bchold, the People Is one, and thcg have all one
language; and this theg begin to do: and now nothing will be restrained from
them, which thcg have imagined to do.

Go to, let us g0 down, and there confound their language, that thcy may
not understand one another's speech.

So the Lord scattered them abroad from thence upon the face of all the
earth: and theg left off to build the city.

17



Therefore is the name of it called Babel; because the Lord did there
confound the language of all the earth: and from thence did the Lord
scatter them abroad upon the face of all the earth.”

~-Genesis 11:1-10

Here at Babel, we witness man’s first Post—-Flood attempt at world
government — and it was here at Babel that many scholars have traced the
origins of Paganism. We're told these People wanted to make a name for
thcmselves, and wanted to avoid being sprea& out all over the earth (in
direct disobedience to what God had commanded them to do in Genesis 9:1
— “Be fruitful and increase in number and fill the earth.”). This was taking
Place in Mesopotamia in the land of Shinar (the Hebrew term for what we
call Sumer), in the land located between the Tigris and Euphrates rivers.
And from the Biblical record, we can see that all People on the entire earth

had the same Ianguage Prior to God’s intervention.

In their &e{:iancc, theg began constructing a tower that thcy hoped would
“reach unto heaven.” Instead of thinking theg were naive cnough to believe
a tower could be tall cnough to Phgsica“g reach hcavcn, we should
recognize that these Peoplc were actua”g trging to open what we might call
a hyperclimcnsional Portal or a gateway. In other words, bg the ritual
oPening of a Portal, they were trging to reestablish a connection with the
sul:)ernatural realm in order to reinstitute the activity that was taking Place
in the antediluvian world. Theg were aPParcntly trying to summon the same
powers that existed on earth as a result of the Genesis 6 intcrmingling of
fallen angels and human women, which had set the conditions in motion that
led to the global Flood of Noah in the first Placc.

18



In their effort to rebel against the one true God, these ancients, who we
would Probablg idcnti% as the Sumerians, established a Pantheon of false
gocls based upon these fallen angelic beings whom theg were attempting to
ritualistica”g contact. Theg had Enil (the Prince of the air), Anu (ruler of
the heavens}, Enki (the god of water), and so on. Under these existed a
second level of deities, including Nanna the moon go&, Utu the sun god,
Ninhursag the mother god&ess, and Inanna the goddcss of loveJ sensualitg,

Fertilitg, Procreation, and also of war.

This pagan Pantheon was evcntua”g exl:)orte& and adoptcd bg the ancient
cultures, who changc& the names accor&ing to their own Ianguages, and
would at times make slight cultural changes to the stories. For instance,
Inanna, also identified by the title the “Queen of Heaven,” later became
identified as Ishtar to the Akkadians, Babglonians) and Assyrians; Astarte
or Ashtoreth to the Phoenicians, Canaanites, and Israclites; APhrodite to
the Greeks; and Venus to the Romans, among many others . She was
just one of the false gods of the ancient Panthcon that characterized the
pagan religions that Permcated the cultures of antiquitg.

Inanna’s husband was the dying~and~rcsurrectinggod Tammuz, and,
annua”g at the autumn equinox, PCOPIC would celebrate the sacred
marriage rites of Inanna and Tammuz, as he suPPosedly returned from the
underworld to mate with her again. These pagan Fertilitg rituals were
thought to be ccntra”g connected to the Fertilitg of the land, and were re-
enacted at annual pagan festivals bg ritual sexual intercourse with her

Priestesscs.
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Women across the ancient Near East Worshipped Ishtar bg dedicating to

her cakes baked in ashes (lmown as kaman tumri) .

There was also a ritual Period of “mourning/weePing for Tammuz,” which
was a pagan idolatrous Practice in which the women’s tears recalled the
suPPosed tears of Inanna/Ishtar that brought Tammuz back from the
dead. This mourning for Tammuz was celebrated in Mesopotamia by women
on the 2nd day of the 4th month, which actua“g became named the “month

of Tammuz.”

S0, we should recognize how the pagan religious systems of man Iikclg find
their origjn all the way back in Babel. When the Lord scattered the
languages, the result was the formation of seventy different nations that
spol(e a common tongue. And each of these resulting People~groups
brought this babglonian pagan religion — or elements of it — with them into
their own cultures. Of course, with the scrambling of the languages, each

group called these gods bg different names, as we mentioned earlier.

Al People groups toclag can ultimatelg track their origjn back to these
seventy nations. The Bible presents to us the “Table of Nations” in Genesis
10 — a list of the Patriarchal founders of these seventy nations which
descended from Noah through his three sons — Shcm, Ham, and Japheth.
But the keg to recognize here is that the pagan Babglonian cultic rcligion
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that was occurring at the Tower o{: babel was then exported into every

culture as the languages were divided and each nation went their own way.

The next Point we need to recognize is that because every nation had been
corruPted by this system of idolatrg, then in order for God to export His
Promiscd Messianic blcssings to the world, He needed a nation
uncorrupted bﬂ this system. This was God’s purpose in creating lsrael, a
nation which at that Point in time, did not yet exist. Israel was the onlg
nation God Himself created, and He chose them to be His unique

instrument free from this false religious sgstcm.

As we noted, the corrup’cion of all nations through the E)abglonian religious
system is recorded in Genesis 1. And in the very next chal:)ter, Genesis 12,
God introduces the future nation of Israel by ca”ing out their forefather
Abraham. So, irgou want to understand Genesis Chaptcr 12 (the creation
or origin of Israel as a People~group), then you have to understand the
need for Israel as a PCOPIC‘grOUP: which is sl:)e“cd out in the Previous

chapter — Genesis 11, as we read.

And so, God began the process of creating the nation of Israel with the
purpose of being the instrument through which He would fulfill His
Messianic Promises of redcmption for mankind. The Prophet Isaiah later
records the words of God, describing how He created the nation of Israel,
and that theg belong to Him.

“But now, thus says the Lord, your Creator, O Jacob (lsraeb,
And He who formed you, O lsracl,

“Do not Fcarj for 1 have redeemed you;

I have called you by name; you are Mine!”
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~Isaiah 4%:]

God created the nation of Israel to be His own chosen Peoplc. And for this
reason, early in Genesis, we are gjven a genealogg that begins with Adam
and Eve (to whom the Promisc of this Coming One was origina“g given in
Genesis 3:15). E)eginning with Adam, gcncalogical sukﬁect matter in Genesis
Chapters 4.5 10,11, 22,25, 29-30, 35-36, and 46 move the narrative forward
to the beginnings of 1srael’s birth as a nation that would be described in the
Fo”owing book — Exodus.

For instance, in Genesis we'’re gjven the genealogg from Adam and Eve
down to Noah (whose genetic Puritg was Preserved during the Genesis 6
angelic rebellion). We should note that the events of Genesis 6 were
aPParentlg one of Satan’s attempts to contaminate the genetics of
humanitg, in order to prevent this original Messianic Promise given in
Genesis 3:15 from being fulfilled. The Promise was given to the seed of Eve,
meaning that this Promised seed had to be a genuine human — and yet had
to be a human that was uncontaminated by the events of Genesis 6.
Mankind needed a kinsman Redeemer in order to atone for the sins of
mankind. And so, this was the signi{:icance of Noah, as Genesis 6:12 tells us
that a_” flesh on earth had been corrupteci bg the events &escribcdjust a
few verses earlier (the intermingling of fallen angels and human women,
Producing hybrid Ncphilim). All flesh was corruptcd in this way, except for

Noah, as we’re told (and Prcsumablg his Familg, of course).
Of Noah’s three sons, the Promise is then Passed down through Shem.

Genesis 11:10-32 Providcs us with the genealogg from Shem down to Abram

(or Abraham)j who was the Progenitor of the nation of Israel. S0, we can
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see how these genealogies careFu“g trace the storg and lineage of Israel in

Genesis, as the ePic story of the Bible bcgins to take shape.

Next, in Genesis 12, as we mentioned earlier, we see how God begins to call
this man Abraham out of his home city of Urin Mesopotamia (a Sumerian
city). Like the rest of Abraham’s Mcsopotamian culturc, he also was a
pagan idolater (Joshua 24:2-%) . But God called him to leave that lhcestgle
and walk 139 faithto a Place which God would lead him.

Through His dealing with Abraham, God would create a new nation,
uncontaminated bg the false religious system of Babel — and therefore, a
nation that would be given the mission of Prescrving the Word and ways of
God, to be a Iight of God’s truth for mankind, and ultimatclg to bring forth

the Messiah who would redeem all nations. But here is a kcu point: along

the way, God would make a number of unconditional covenant promises to

Abraham (and his descen&ants, Israel). For instance, we see the Fo”owing

covenant Promises in Genesis 12...

“Now the Lord had said unto Abram, Get thee out of thg country, and from
thy kindre&, and from thg father’s house, unto a land that | will shew thee:
And I will make of thee a great nation, and I will bless thee, and make thu

name great; and thou shalt be a blessing:

And | will bless them that bless thee, and curse him that curseth thee: and in
thee shall all families of the earth be blessed.”

-Genesis 12:1-3

Here, we see a number of imPortant Promises given bg God to Abraham,
which would later oﬁcicia”g become the Abrahamic Covenant several

chaptcrs later in Genesis 15, in which the land between the River of Egypt

23



and the Euphrates River was Promised to his descendants. This of course,
has never been comple’celg guhci”ed. Abraham’s covenant descendants (the

Peoplc of lsraeb have never controlled this land in its cntiretg.

But going back to Genesis 12, we see God’s Promisc that Abraham’s
descendants would also become a great nation. And we’re told that those
that bless Abraham (and by obvious imPlication, his covenant
descendants) would be blcssed, but those that curse them would be

CUT'SCCI.

But most imPortantlg, we see the Promise that “in thee shall all families of
the earth be blessed” - a great Messianic Prophecg re{:erring of course to
Jesus Christ — the long~awaited Seed of the Woman. We will find out later
that Abraham would actua”g become a father of many nations — notjust
Israel. And yet, it will become clear to us that God’s Promises would be
reconfirmed sPcciﬁca”y to the line of Abraham’s descendants that would
become the nation Israel (through Isaac and then Jacob)) and not through
the other nations that he also fathered.

And so, this is the signiﬁcance of Israel. God designed Israel to be an
instrument of blessing to the entire world. Through Abraham and his
descendants — sPcciFicaug the nation of Israel (thc nation God created that

was uncorrup’ted by the E)abglonian false cult) — the Promise of Genesis

3:15 would be fulfilled.

Before going on, let’s acknowledge some of the most Progound blessings
that all the nations of earth have been Privilegccl to receive through Israel,

dcmonstrating fulfillments of this Promise that all families of the earth will
be blessed.
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First, humanitg was gjven God’s Word through Israel. Obviouslg, the Old
Testament writers were all Jewish, but the New Testament writers were as

We”, with the Possible excePtion of Luke (Wl’]O wrote Luke and Acts).

Second, humanitg was gjven the Promised Messiah — Jesus Christ —
through Israel. Jesus of course was Jewish, and His death and resurrection

Purchased the reclemption of all nations.

Third, we can also say that in a more sPeciFic sense, the New Covenant
outpouring of the SPirit that Christians exPerience todag came through
Israel. We can say this because it was onlg through the Messiah Christ that
this was made Possible. And even this Promise was initia”g given to Israel
and recorded in the Word of God 139 Jewish Prol:)hets. So, the church,
although it’s comPrised of all nations and is a group distinct from Israel,

also came into being through Israel. All of our blessings find origin in Israel.

And fourth, we are given the Promise of the future Millennial Kingdom on
earth through Israel. This will certainlg be a time when all nations of earth
will be blessed. And again, it’s tied to the Messiah and the Promises of God
to Israel recorded in God’s Word. And furthermore, this Kingdom will be
heaclquartered in Jerusalem, in Israel, and will be governed bg a Jewish

Messianic King (Jesus Christ), who will sit upon the throne of David (a
Jewish king).

All of these blessings are the outworldngs of God’s Promise to Abraham —
that through him, all nations of the world would be blessed. And so,
hope{:ullg this hell:)s us gain a Perspective of what Israel is in the eyes of

God - and in addition, also helPs us understand the purpose for Israels
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establishment as a nation. Israel is the means by which God would exPort

His Promised blessings to all of humanitg.

Like we mentioned, the Promises to Abraham would omCFiciang be
covenanted in Genesis 15— and the critical takeawag there, is that these

were all unconditional Promises that God made. In the ancient world, a

covenant would be made official 139 cutting aPart adoveora ram, or some
other animal or animals, and Placing them on the ground so that both
Parties involved in the covenant could walk between the Pieces. This was a
legal contract. The signigicance of the cut-up animal Pieces was the
implication that if one party of the covenant were to fail to uphold their
end, theg too should be cut up like those animal Pieces. It goes back to a

time and Place where giving someone your word actua”y mattered!

In the case of this covenant that God made with Abraham, Scrip’ture tells us
that God took on the form of a “smoking furnace and a Haming torch” and
Passed between the Pieces aloi (keg word). But further yet, we're told
that God had caused Abraham to fall asleeP before this took Place, further
communicating that the full weight of resPonsibilitg in this covenant was to
fall on God, and not Abraham.

S0, this covenant was unconditional, or unilateral in every way. It did not in
any way &epend upon Abraham or his descendants doing angthing. And
Furthermore, this covenant was an everlasting covenant that would be in
effect for Abraham’s descendants in Perpetuity. When God reconfirms this

covenant through Abraham’s son Isaac, this is made very clear...

“t will establish Mg covenant between Me and you and your descendants

after you throughout their generations for an everlasting covenant, to be
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God to you and to your descendants after you. | will give to you and to

your descendants after you, the land o{:gour scﬂournings, all the land of

Canaan, for an evcrlasting possession; and | will be their God.”
-Genesis 17:7-8 (NASD)

God makes clear that the Promises made to Abraham, which were now being
reconfirmed through his son of Promisc, Isaac, were between Him and their

descendants forever. This cannot be disputed and it has no conditions.

Period. There is nothing that can or will prevent God from keeping this
covenant with Abraham. And so, this is Whg you can’t “get rid” of Israel, or
take Israel out of the Picture. You car’t cut her out of God’s Plans. You
can’t say she’s irrelevant, or has no future. To do sois to say God is a liar
and is one who reneges on His Promises. The rest of the Old Testament is
full of Promises God makes to Israel rcgarding future blessings — many
regcrring to the coming Kingdom Age. We Fu”y expect God to fulfill these
Promiscs in the future. But let’s get back to the Abrahamic Covenant...

After this covenant was confirmed with Abraham’s son Isaac, it was then

again confirmed with Abraham’s grandson — Isaac’s son Jacob...

“And, behold, the Lord stood above it, and said, | am the Lord God of
Abraham thu Father, and the God of Isaac: the land whereon thou Iiest, to
thee will lgive it, and to thu seed;

And thu seed shall be as the dust of the carth, and thou shalt sPreacl
abroad to the west, and to the east, and to the north, and to the south: and
in thee and in thu seed shall all the families of the earth be blessed.”
-Genesis 28:15-14
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So, the covenant origina”g made with Abraham is then reconfirmed through
his son Isaac and then his grandson, Jacob. Jacob’s name is then changc&
to lsrael, and his twelve sons became the fathers of the twelve tribes of

Israel.

Let’s continue forward now to the actual establishment of the nation of
Israel under Moses. As time Passed, the {:amilg of Jacob and his sons had
resettled in Eggpt after one of his sons, Joscph, had become second in
command over that nation. The Eggptians greatlg honored Joseph’s Familg,
as it was his Prophctic dreams and wisdom that Prevented their starvation
over a Periocl of great famine. But over time, a man who did not know
Joseph became king (or Pharaoh) of Egljpt, and seeing the Hebrews’
Prosperity, feared theg would eventua“g outnumber the native Eggptians.
Because of this, the Eggptians under this new Pharaoh enslaved the
Hebrew Peoplc, bringing about the story of Moses in the book of Exodus.

Through God’s intervention of the Plagucs in Eggpt, the descendants of
Abraham (who had become slaves there) were now released from bondagc.
Under Moses’ lcadership, theg were brought into the wilderness to Mount
Sinai where thcy were gjven the Mosaic or Old Covenant — the Law. We are

again told of God’s purpose for the creation of Israel in Deuteronomy /...

“For thou art an holg People unto the Lord thg God: the Lord thg G_od
hath chosen thee to be a sPecial PCOPIC unto himsel{ above all People that

are upon the face of the earth.”

-Deuteronomy 7:6

In the verses that Fo”ow, God reassures Israel of His Perpetual, unending

commitment to the covenants He made with their forefathers, re{:erring
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back to the unconditional covenants given to the Patriarchs (Abraham,
Isaac, and Jacob). He tells them. ..

“The Lord did not set his love upon you, nor choose you, because ye were
more in number than any People; for ye were the fewest of all People:

But because the Lord loved you, and because he would |<eeP the oath
which he had sworn unto your Fathers, hath the Lord brought you out with
a mightu hand, and redeemed you out of the house of bondmen, from the
hand of Pharaoh king of Egglpt.

-Deuteronomy 7:7-8

Let’s recognize that the Mosaic Covenant, which God gave to Israel here at
Mount Sinai, did have conditions (unlike the earlier unconditional
covenants made with their Foregathers). Deuteronomg 28 tells us of the
blessings and the cursings that came along with the Mosaic Covenant for
Israel. If theg were obedient to it, theg would exPerience the blessings; but
if theg were disobedient to it, theg would experience the cursings. However,
this in no way revokes or annuls God’s earlier unconditional covenants with

Israel’s forefathers. God emphasizes this in Deuteronomg 4.

“For the Lord your God is a merciful God. He will not leave you or destroy

you or Forget the covenant with your fathers that he swore to them.”
-Deuteronomy 431 (ESV)

As we will see further ahead, Israel would break the Mosaic Covenant, and
exPerience the cursings. But again, this in no way invalidates the

unconditional covenants God had Previouslg given. We see throughout the
Old Testament that even when Israel turned their backs on God’s Law and
gointo national apostacy, He sent them the Prol:)hets who began to speak
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of a future time in which thcg would be regathered under a New Covenant.
Theg Prophcsied of a Messianic Age to come in which theg would walk in
His ways and fulfill their mission of bcinga Iight unto the nations.

In the Fo”owing passage in Isaiah, God reemphasizcs the sPecial nature of
Israel as His own chosen nation intended to be a light and a witness of His
truth. And notice how God connects this to their original spiritual Puritg
from the false religious system of the pagans.

“I have cleclarcd, and have saved, and I have shcwed, when there was no

strange god among you: therefore ye are my witnesses, saith the Lor&, that
I am God.” ~Isaiah 4%:12

God created Israel to be a witness of His truth to the surrounding nations.

So, in a nutshell, God made a Messianic Promise all the way back in the
Garden in Genesis 3:15 —a Promise that would ultimatelg lead to redemption
for mankind, Providinga solution to the Problcm created bg sin. But to
accomplish this, God’s Plan included a People, aculture, and a genealogg
intended to be an incubator for the truth of God and bring the Messiah,
the Savior of mankind, into the world!

Going back to the book of Deuteronomg, Moses instructs the People of
Israel on how to conduct themselves in the land that God Promiscd their
ancestor Abraham. It’s here that Moses mentions that, while Israel has their
own God, the other nations have theirs — re{:erring to the pagan false
religious system that Pcrmcate& all other nations — the system Israel was to

remain SCP.a rate From .
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For instance, Moses tells the Israclites not to worshil:) the sun, moon, the
stars, and all the heavenlg host (which were associated with pagan gods
and goddesses) like the other nations did (Deutcronomg 4:19-20). Later,
Moses reminds the People that long beforehand, the Lord divided up the
nations. And when he did so, He gave each of the nations their own lands

and inheritances — but chose Israel for Himself (Deutcronomg 32:7-9).

But un{:ortunatclg, Israel at many Points in her historg as a nation, did
become corruP’ced bg the false rcligious system that she was created to
stag separate from. Scripturc tells how King Solomon, for instance, became
involved in these cultic Practices. I Kings 11:4-11 mentions the cult of

Ashtoreth by name (among numerous others)

“For it came to pass, when Solomon was old, that his wives turned away his
heart after other gods: and his heart was not Pechct with the Lord his God,
as was the heart of David his father.

For Solomon went after Ashtoreth the goddess of the Zidonians, and after
Milcom the abomination of the Ammonites.

And Solomon did evil in the sight of the Lord, and went not Fu”g after

the Lord, as did David his father.

Then did Solomon build an high Placc for Chcmosh, the abomination of
MLab, in the hill that is before Jerusalem, and for Molech, the abomination
of the children of Ammon.

And likewise did he for all his strange wWives, which burnt incense and

sacrificed unto their gods.

And the Lord was angry with Solomon, because his heart was turned from
the Lord God of Israel, which had aPPeared unto him twice,

And had commanded him concerning this thing, that he should not £0 after
other gods: but he kept not that which the Lord commanded.
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Wherefore the Lord said unto Solomon, Forasmuch as this is done of thee,
and thou hast not kcpt my covenant and my statutes, which I have
commanded thee, 1 will surelg rend the king&om from thee, and will gveitto
thy servant.” -1 Kings 11:4-~11

Other kings of Israel, such as the wicked kings Manasseh and Ahaz also
took part in these rituals, including ogering their own children as sacrifices
to the pagan gods. This horrific Practice of child sacrifice was part of what
lead to God’sjudgment, under which Israel was taken caPtive for seventy

years to Babglon.

So, bg the time of the Prophets, the cult of lshtar/Ashtoreth was certainlg
introduced into the Kingdom of Judah, and the Old Testament contains
numerous direct mentions, as well as a number of allusions to her cult.
Jeremiah 7:18 and Jeremiah 44-:15-19 mention the Worship of “the Queen of
Heaven,” rc{:crrlng to Inanna/Ishtar/Astarte, etc.

The Prophet Jeremiah states that the Queen of Heaven was worshlppecl
139 women who baked cakes for her (which, as we mentioned earlier, was a

Wc||~|<nown Pagan Practice amongthe nations).

Ezekiel 8:14 mentions Tammuz, and describes a group of women mourning
Tammuz’s death while sitting near the north gate of the Temple in
Jerusalem —a regerence to the Period oxc mourning gor Tammuz that we

mentioned earlier, which was also Practiced bg the pagan nations.

However, despi’te all of their sPiritual whoredoms with false gods — indirect
oPPosition to the very purpose for their Founding as a nation — God still

said He would Forgive them, and that theg would remain forever as a nation

in His sight For instance, the Prophe’c Jeremiah writes, te”ing us that as
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long as the sun, moon, and stars exist, the nation of Israel will also exist. But

even more sPeciﬂcang, he tells us thatjust as the heavens cannot be

measured He will not permanentlu cast off the seed of lsrael desplte their

Fallures This incredi ble Promlse is found in Jeremiah Chapter A1, and takes
Place near the helght oF lsrael s aPostacg...

“Thus saith the Lord, which giveth the sun for a light bg dag, and the
ordinances of the moon and of the stars for a Iight 139 night, which divideth
the sea when the waves thereof roar; The Lord of hosts is his name:

if those ordinances cJePart from before me, saith the Lord, then the seed of
Israel also shall cease from being a nation before me for ever.

Thus saith the Lord; i heaven above can be measured, and the
foundations of the earth searched out beneath, | will also cast off all the
seed of Israel for all that theu have done, saith the Lord.”

~Jeremiah 51:35-37

Many anti-Zionists todag advocate for a discredited theorg that modern
Jews are not even the actual descendants of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob,
but are instead, descendants of a medieval nation called Khazaria that
converted to Judaism around 800 A.D. Although this theorg can be easilg
disl:)roven on historical and genetic grounds, this passage from Jeremiah
comPletelg demolishes it from a Biblical Perspective. God says clearly that
as long as the heavenlg bodies are around, the nation of Israel will be a
distinguishable People-group on earth. (lggou’re looking for further
information on this, we recommend Tommy lce’s book “The Case For
Zionism: Whg Christians Should SuPPort Israel.)
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This verse in Jeremiah also singlehandedlg refutes the notion of
Replacement Theology — the idea that the church has replaced Israel in
God’s Plan) and that Israel has no future as a nation in God’s program. It
clearlg tells us that unless you can measure the heavens, Israel will never be
Permanentlg cast off based upon her spiritual failures. And it tells us that
as long as the heavenlg bodies exist, Israel will also exist. So, do you rea“g
want to get rid of 1srael? Aim your rockets and missiles at the sun, moon,
and stars. Because as long as theg’re around, Israel will also be around and
will be a sPecial nation in God’s Plan. This is the Perpetual Promise of God,
and it relates back the Abrahamic Covenant.

So, even at the Peak of Israel’s apostacg as recorded in the Old
Testament, God did not cast her off. To the contrary, it was at the height
of their sPiritual idolatrg that He actua”g began to issue Pro]:)hecies
through Israel’s Prophets (Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Joel, and others) Promisinga
future New Covenant and time in which the nation would exPerience
sPiritual restoration — that time being the Millennial Kingdom. He begins to
tell them of their eventual regatherings in Preparation to receive this
sPiritual regeneration in this coming earthlg Kingdom outlining His Plan for
their future as a nation. But we will getto that in more depth in alater

section.

So, we understand very clearlg that Israel was not cut off from God’s
program. To the contrary, a passage found in Ezekiel shows us Israel’s

osition in God’s viewpoint...
posit God’ point

“Thus says the Lord God) “This is Jerusalem; I have set her at the center of
the nations, with lands around her.”
~Ezekiel 5:5 (NASB)
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sraceit 1s acea a e center o € nations. e see 1S also 1IN eKkie
| I’Pl datth ter of the nati W this also in Ezekiel 38

“to capture sPoil and to seize Plun&er, to turn your hand against the waste
Places which are now inhabited, and against the People who are gathered
from the nations, who have acc]uired cattle and goods, who live at the
center of the world.” ~-Ezekiel 38:12 (NASR)

This word “center” in Hebrew Iitera”y means “the navel,” as we’re told in a
footnote in the NASB.

In other worcis,just as the navel, or the be“gbutton, is the center of the
bodgj Israel is the center of the world in God’s eyes.

Yet, it is fashionable todag for those who know nothing about the Word of
God to hate and persecute Israel. Israel as a nation is often viewed as an
obstruction of progress which needs to be removed. But again, God sees
Israel as central to evergthing. Infact, God actua”g uses Israel as his time-
Piece. In 1908 (around 40 years before Israel became rebirthed Politica“g
as a nation), W.E. Blackstone had the Farsightedness and Perspective to
say the Fo”owing. .

“Israel is God’s sun dial. If anyone desires to know our Place in God’s

chronologg, our Position in the great march of events, look at Israel.”
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So, in addition to all of the other purposes for Israel, we also recognize that
as a nation, she acts as the time~Piece of God, and is at the ePicenter of
future Bible ProPhecg. We will see this demonstrated very clearly further
ahead in our studg.

Before moving onto our next subsection, let’s recap what we’ve

discussed. ..

What was God’s purpose for Israel? Israel was the onlg nation created by
God indePendent of the Babglonian false reiigious system, which was
Pervasive in the ancient world. God needed an uncorruPted nation which
He would use as an instrument to bless all nations of earth. Througii Israel
we were gjven God’s Word; we were given the Messiah; we were given the
church; and we are shown the Promise of a future Millennial Kingdom. We

also recogriize that Israel is God’s time—-Piece froma ProPhe’ciC PersPective.

We've also seen clearlg that ScriPture tells us of God’s unconditional and
everlasting covenant Promises to Israel. We've seen clearly that ScriPture
tells us of God’s everlasting commitment to Israel — and that as long as the
heavenlg bodies exist, Israel will also exist, and will be a sPeciaI nation in

God’s Plan.

So)just the content of this section should be enough to refute the false
notion that Israel is somehow finished or has been rePlaced in God’s Plan.
To infer this is to call God a liar. It’s to say that He didn’t mean what He said
in all of these Old Testament passages. It imPugns His character. And
those who take this view should recognize that if God can g0 back on His
Promises to Israel, He can also £0 back on His Promises to us. So,just from

what we’ve alreadg seen thus far, we should recognize that this idea of
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Israel being finished or rcplaccd is an idea that should be soundly rejected
139 all Bible~believing Christians.

In the Fo”owing section, we will conduct an examination of the panorama of
historg inan attempt to determine if we can actua”y observe the
unconditional covenants of God to Israel at work. If we can, and if this
Principle can be clearlg demonstrated through historg, then it should

reinforce to usjust how serious God is about kceping His Word.
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Gocﬂ’s Protection o1C lsrael

One of the complications of being blessed 139 God is the fact that Satan
works in historg to &estrog what God has blessed. Un{:ortunatclg, it’s a
Pacl(age deal — whatever God blesses, Satan seeks to destrog. Thisis a
Principle that’s casilg observed throughout history. Satan has alwags had a
Plot to destrog lsrael, knowing that she is God’s covenanted nation and the
instrument that He uses to bring about Satan’s ultimate demise (to “crush”

his hcad, as Prophesied in Genesis 3:15).

In other wor&s, Satan knows that Israel was created for the very purpose of
blessing the world in order to undo what he did back in the Garden of Eden
— which will result in his permanent defeat andjudgmcnt. Inalater section,
we will discuss this angelic conflict that is summarized in Revelation 12 as the
dragon tries to devour the woman, or Israel. But for NOW, let’s just
recognize that from Pharaoh and Haman in the Old Testament, to Adolf
Hitler in modern times, we should not be surpriscd to find Satan at the
source of these schemes to annihilate Israel. Satan has alwags attempted to
dcstroy God’s nation that erjogs His blessings in order to thwart the overall
Plans of God. But God had given Israel a vital Promise, going all the way

back to the covenant He made with Abraham, which we examined earlier...

“And I will bless them that bless thee, and curse him that curseth thee:”

~-Genesis 12:%a

Peoplc often question whether or not this Principle is literal. To helP
answer that cluestion, let’s for examPIe, recognize the reason that God in

Exodus 11 killed all of the first-borns in the land of Eggpt (the tenth
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Plague) . The answer as to whg He did this is found in Exodus 4:22, where

God calls Israel His “firstborn”. ..

“And thou shalt say unto Pharaoh, Thus saith the Lord, Israel is my son,
even my firstborn:” ~Exodus 4:22

In other words, God was tc“ing Egljpt, “you mess with my first-born, ’'m
coming after your first-borns.” Do you see how literal that is? The one who

curses Israel will be cursed.
I:urthcrmore, let’s also recognize the reason that God) in Exodus Chapters
14-15, drowned the Egljl:)tians in the Red Sea. The answer is found in

Exodus 1:22. .

“And Pharaoh charged all his Pcople, saging, Every son that is born (o{: the

Israelites) ye shall cast into the river, and every daughter ye shall save
alive.” ~Exodus 1:22

In other wor&s, God was tc“ing Egljpt, “3ou drown my childrcn, Pll drown
9ou.” The one who curses Israel will be cursed. It’s cxtrcmely literal. And
God never Placed any “expiration date” on this Promise. As we clearlg saw

inthe Prcvious section, these promises are evcrlasting, and were
1 A —

reconfirmed to all of Abraham’s descendants through Isaac and Jacob. In

other Words, thcg are to continue on Pcrpetua“g for the remainder of

God’s Plan gor humanitg on Planct Earth.

This Principle is further noted in Zechariah 2. .
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“For thus saith the Lord of hosts; After the glorg hath he sent me unto the
nations which spoiled you (spcaking of I1srael): for he that toucheth you
toucheth the applc of his eye.” ~Zechariah 2:8

The aPPIC of the eye refers to the PuPiI. Iifa ting speck of dust lands
anywhcre on your bo&y) you rea“g don’t notice it. But let it land on your
Pupill You droP evergthinggou’rc doing and all of your attention
immediatelg going toward trying to flush that tiny sPcck of dust out oFgour
eye. but that’sjust a tiny spcck of dust. What it’s saging here, is if you
come against Israel, it’s cquivalent tojamminggour Fingcr into God’s PuPil —
which will cause a venge{:ul response from Him. And this has been shown to

be the case throughout historg — which we will demonstrate.

it you studg human historg with this Principlc in mind, you can demonstrate
that quitc opcen, world powers come and £0o based upon how theg treat
Israel. l:urther, you can also demonstrate that calamitg often comes upon
nations that move to abuse Israel. This pattern of the Abrahamic Covenant
has been active and observable throughout human historg. Let’s begin to
take an in~depth look at this. we will span several thousand years of
historg, beginning with the Assyrian EmPirc and en&ing with Present«:lag
America — and will attempt to determine whether we can witness this
PrinciPIe being demonstrated throughout the panorama of historg. Let’s
begin. ..

e Assyria: The Assyrians were known as being some of the most brutal
Peoplc of all time, irnqicting terror into the hearts of their opponents.
The Assyrian Polic9 of conquest was to rcplace the original
inhabitants of the lands thcy conqucred with imPortcd cal:)tives from
other lands. Theg would intcrmingle the PCOPIC in order to cut off the
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national idcntitg, in an effort to weaken or prevent any uPriSing. The
Assyrians did this when theg conquered the Northern Kingdom of
Israel in 722 B.C., resulting in the so-called “10 lost tribes” of Israel.
That was Whg Auring the life of Jesus, the inhabitants of this land
were a mixed-breed of Jew and Gentilc, referred to as the

Samaritans.

So then, according to the pattern of the Abrahamic Covenant, this
would mean thatjust as the Assgrians had bruta”g attacked lsrael)
thcg themselves would be bruta”g attacked. Just like thcy razed
Israel to the ground, theg themselves would be razed to the ground.
Andjust like theg Permanentlg ended the Northern Kingdom of Israel,

thcg themselves would also be Permanently ended as a nation.

In the year 612 B.C., a coalition of Medes, Persians, E)abglonians, and
others attacked Assyria with Furg, complctelg dcstroging it and razing
its caPital city, Nineveh, to the ground

The Prophet Nahum (in Nahum Chap’cer %), Prophesicd beforehand
that Nineveh would be completelg clestrogcd, and would be cut off bﬂ
the sword,just as they had done to the Northern Kingdom. He also
Prophesied in Verse 11 that the city would go away into “hiding.” In
amazing fulfillment, it would not be until the 1800’s that archaeologists

would excavate Portions of the ancient citg of Nineveh.
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Infact, many Pcople actua”g believed the Bible was inaccurate and
unreliable because no evidence at that time had 3e’c been uncovered
to show that Nineveh had ever even existed! Nineveh had indeed been

“hidden,” inits clestruction)just as Nahum Predicted.

Once Nineveh fell, the Assyrian Empire limped on for another three
years before it was Fina”g relegated to the dust bin of historg. So,
Assyria cut off the Northern Kingdom, and God cut of f Assyria.

Babglon: We then see this Principlc also in effect concerning the
Babglonian EmPire. Babglon sukﬁugated what remained of Israel (the
Southern Kingdom of Judah) into their emPire bcginning around 605
B.C. But as Judah rebelled against them, Babglon came in and
dcstroyed Jerusalem and the Temple around 586/7 B.C. The
Babglonians grcatlg depopulated the rcgion as thcy dcpor’ced many
Jews into the Babglonian caPtivitg.

So thcn, according to the Pattern of the Abrahamic Covenant,
Babglon, in 539 B.C., was invaded and taken over bg the Medo-
Persians. The Prophcts Isaiah and Jeremiah had Prcdicted this also.
From that time, Babglon was subjec’c to other nations -just like thcy
had sukjugated Israel. The city of Babglon evcntua“g fell into steep
dcclinc, and constant turmolil emPtied out the Population -ju5t as
thcg had eml:)ticd out the inhabitants of Jerusalem. A tablet dated to
275 B.C. states that the inhabitants of Babglon were transported

to Scleucia, where a Palace and a tcmPlc were built. With this

dcportation, E)abglon became insigniﬂcant as a city.
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e Medo-Persia: We then see this Principle in effect concerning the
Medo-Persian Empire that followed. But unlike the othcrs, Medo-

Persia never rea”g invaded or destroged Israel. The Medo-Persian

kings actua”y did much good, in a”owing the Jews to return to
Jerusalem and rebuild the citg and the Temple — although it was not

as great as it had once been.

So thcn, according to the Pattern of the Abrahamic Covenant, we
should expect something similar to haPPen to the Medo-Persians. We
should expect that God would allow Persia to continue as a king&om,
even building itself back up, although never reaching the level it had
once been at under the Medo-Persian Empirc. And we absolutelg do

see this in historgl

At the Battle of Issus in %5 B.C., Alexander the Great of the Greek
EmPirC conqucred Darius Il of Persia, and in the next several years,
solidified his control over the Medo-Persian Empire. However, this
fall of Persia was followed shortlg after bg the rise of two more
unified Persian emPires — the Parthian Empire 250 B.C.-226 A.D.)
and the Sassanid Empire (226-650 A.D.). These latter dgnastics
even defeated the Roman Empire in battle while at the height of its

POWCF on sevcral occasions.

And begon& those two, there later arose another Persian emPirc -

the Safavid Dynasty (1501-17%6) .
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I:o”owing that, another Persian revival would take Place inthe 1920’s
and 3Q0’s — the Pahlavi Dgnastg, which would rule until the 1slamic
Revolution in 1979.

Infact, in 1971, the Persian ruler had a celebration of 2,500 years of
Persian monarchg. It was touted as being the most expensive Party

ever held. He even saw himself as the heir of Cgrus.

None of these emPires were as great as the original Medo-Persian
EmPire, but yet God allowed Persia to continue as a nationjust as
Persia had allowed Israel to return from caPtiVitgj build itself back up,

and continue as a nation.

Greece: We then see this Principle in effect concerning the Greek
EmPirC that followed. When the Greek Empire under Alexander
began to quickly sweep across the Middle East, theg began to
“Hellenize” the lands theg conquered In other words, theg, much
more than any of the other Prcvious emPircs, would assimilate their
conquered lands into their own Greek languagc, culture, religion) and

WOFS!"IiP of their gods.
There were also some extreme examples of this, sPcciFicang related to

lsracl. Thc most WC”-‘Q’]OWH examl:)le would bc the actions o{:

Antiochus EPiPhanes, the Greek-Seleucid king. Earlier, under
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Alexander, Hellenization had been a movement that still allowed room
for cultural variation. But under Antiochus, Hellenization took a big
step further and became the agent of cultural totalitarianism —

espcciang against the Jews.

He outlawed Jewish rcligious rites and traditions kel:)t bg observant
Jews and ordered the worship of Zeus as the supreme go& 2
Maccabees 6:1-12) . This was anathema to the Jews and theg reFusecJ,
so Antiochus sent an army to enforce his decree. He attacked
Jerusalem, slaughtcring many Jews, and stealing items from the
TemPlc, while also setting up an altar to Zeus. He then went as far as
to sacrifice a swine to Zeus on the altar in the TemPlc. l{:gou
understand how Jews feel about Pigs, you can imagjne how this went
over. It caused a huge backlash from the Jews, which resulted in

Antiochus slaughtering many, and se”ing many into slaverg.

Antiochus was also known for outlawing Jewish traditions associated
with keeping the Mosaic Covenant, or the Law; he made rca&ing the
Jewish Scril:)tures, or the Torah, i“egal; he banned circumcision,
making ita capital offense; and he ordered the Jews to sacrifice to
pagan gods. He tried to complctclg destrog Jewish culture, and

submerge them into Grcck culture.

So thcn, according to the Pattern of the Abrahamic Covenant, we
should expect something similar to haPPen to the Greeks. First, it’s

intcresting that once Antiochus committed his strongest Persecutions
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against the Jews, his emPirC soon began to crumble. But this goes

much CICCPCT'. -

As the Greeks sought to assimilate the Jewish People into their own
culture, religion, and traditions, God began to absorb the Greeks into
His faith. God used evcrgthing Greek to lift up the God of Israel. The
SePtuagint, or Greek translation of the Hebrew Scriptures was
comple’ced, making God’s Word readable throughout the eml:)ire. This
would be the Bible used 139 Jesus, the aPostlcs) and carlg church.
God then used the Greek language to sPrCad the gospel and write
the New Testament. As theg sought to eliminate the worshil:) of the
God of lsrael, God eliminated the worship of the Greek gods as
Christianitg cventua”g overtook the Greco-Roman cultures. And as
thcg sought to bring all the Jewish Pcople into the Greek religion,
God then brought the Greek Peoplc into the God of Israel through
the ministry of the apostle Paul and others.

The first Gentiles to receive the gospcl are called Greeks. In Fact, the
word “Gentile” in Scripturc in many ways implics “Greek.” The word
“diaspora” (the scattering of the Jews throughout the Greco-Roman
emPirC) is a Greek name, and through this scattering of the Jews,
God would spread His Word to the Greeks. The Jewish term
“sgnagogue” comes from a Greek word (episunagégé — Strong’s
#1997) , but God used the Jewish synagogues to sPread His Word
throughout the Greek~sPCal<ing emPire. And when Paul made his
missionargjourncgs, he would first Prcach in the synagogues as a
starting Point before Christianity would then sPread to the Greek
Gentiles. Paul, a Greek~speal<ing Jew, was the one who brought the
Gospel to the Greeks.
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So, the Abrahamic Covenant again, is in effect. What you do to Israel

will be done to you.

e Rome: The last of the great emPires of the ancient world is Rome.
Rome was the cmPirC of cmPires. The Romans were viewed 139 the
Jews as barbarians ruling over them. Rome subdued lsrael,
oPPressed lsrael) occuPied lsrael, taxed and drained lsrael, Pushc&
its culture over Israel, showed little respect for the faith of Israel, and
ultimatelg invaded and dcstroged Israel, scattering them all over the

world in a final great Diaspora.

So thcn, according to the Pattern of the Abrahamic Covenant, we
should expect something similar to happcn to the Romans — and it
did. Rome would become an increasingly oPPressed civilization; theg
would be drained and taxed to death, ultimatelg contributing to their
fall. Theg would ultimatelg be broken up, scattered into Pieces, and
taken over 139 those whom theg considered to be barbarians. Let’s
take a look at how it haPPened. ..

I:irst,just as Rome had drained and taxed Israel, historians have
Pointed to economic factors as a major cause of the fall of Rome.
Some of the major factors described are inflation, over-taxation, and
feudalism. Other lesser economic issues included the wholesale
hoarding of bullion bg Roman citizens, the widcsl:)rcacﬂ looting of the
Roman treasury bg barbarians, and a massive trade deficit with the
eastern regjons of the emPirC. Togcthcr, these issues combined to

escalate financial stress during the emPirc’s last clags.
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Just as the Roman EmPirc had done to lsrael, it was done unto them.

Andjust as the Roman EmPire had caused Jerusalem to ga”, God
would cause the Roman Empire to fall. First, it was cut in two, into an
Eastern and a Western leg. It was then further broken up, and was
Pi”agecl and Plundcred bg neignboring tribes known as the

“barbarians.”

In 410 A.D., the Visigotns) led bg King Alaric, breached the walls of
Rome and sacked the capital of the Roman Empire. The Visigotns
looted, burned, and Pi”aged their way tnrougn the city, lcavinga
wake of destruction wherever tncy went. This was the first time that

the Citg of Rome was sacked, but 139 no means the last.

In476 A.D., Odoacer, the “barbarian” Germanic king, &eposed
Romulus Augus’culus, the last Roman emperor to rule the western lcg
of the Roman EmPire. The castern half became the Bgzantine
EmPire, with its caPital at Constantinople (modern Istanbul).

Wave after wave of Germanic barbarian tribes swcpt tnrougn the
Roman Empire. Groups such as the Visigotns, Vandals, Angles,
Saxons, I:ranks, Ostrogotns, and Lombards took turns ravaging the

EmPire, cventua”g carvingout areas in which to settle down. For
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example, Rome lost the British Isles (or Britannia) to the Anglcs and
Saxons; France (or Gaul) to the I:ranks; northern Africa to the

Vandals; and Spain to the Sueves, Alans, and Visigoths.

Just as the Roman EmPirc had broken up and scattered lsracl) God
broke up and scattered the Roman EmPire.

And just as Rome showed no reverence for Israel’s faith, God would
end the faith of Rome. The pagan gods of Rome would be
abandone&, and theg would acccpt (at lcast, on the surface) the God
of Israel, as Christianity was mainstreamed throughout the Roman
Empire as the church and state came togethcr in an unholg union
under the Roman Catholic Church. But even before this union, many
historians Point to Christianity as one of the mz%jor factors associated

with the decline and ultimate fall of the Roman EmPire.

As the Roman Empire did to Israel, it was done unto them.

S0, we can see that all throughout ancient history, this Promise given to

Abraham has been in oPcration. But what about historg in between Rome

and modern times? If we examine the major world emPires cluring this Period,

do we find a similar Pattern?
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As we mentioned earlier, in 70 A.D., Rome destroged Jerusalem and the
TemPlc, ki”ing many Jews, and scattering the remnant among the nations, in
what is referred to as the Diaspora. Now that Israel had rejected her
Messiah, seen her nation, its caPitaI, and its Temple dcstroyed, and had
then been scattered among the nations — exiled from her homeland - would

God’s covenant Promises given to Abraham, still be in effect?

«_..) will bless them that bless thee, and curse him that curseth thee:”

~-Genesis 12:%a

We've seen how this pattern was oPerative throughout the ancient world
emPires — but now let’s Pick up here and continue to see if the same
pattern of blessings and cursings on the nations of the world as a result of
how theg treat Israel will continue to guicle history. if God is real and His
Promiscs are everlasting, then we should expect to continue to see this
throughout this next Period of historg, through the Middle Ages, and into
the dawn of the modern world (even though the Jews have not been in their
land for the majority of this Period).

e DByzantium: The Roman EmPire cventua”y broke up into an eastern
and a western leg. Long after the western lcg fell in 476 A.D. (which
included the city of Rome), the eastern Ieg would continue to exist.
This eastern leg, often called the Byzantine EmPire, existed from 350
to 1455 A.D., with its Cal:)ital founded at Bgzantium, and later being
renamed Constantinoplc bg Constantine | in the 300’s A.D. (today
known as Istanbul, Turkcg).

The Byzantine EmPirc reached its heights in the 500’s A.D., when
Justinian | reigne& as emperor between 527 and 565 A.D. One of the
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signiﬁcant actions of Eml:)eror Justinian was the Passing of asetof
laws. The Code of Justinian, the first of four parts of the Corpus
Juris Civilis (“Bodg of Civil Law”) was issued in 529 A.D. Among its
PrinciPIes was Servitus Judaeorum (“Servitude of the Jews”),
enforced 139 new laws that would further reduce the status of Jews
bcgond the centurg~old discriminatorg edicts of the earlier
Theodosian Code (enacted 139 Theodosius 11).

Under these new laws enacted bg Justinian, Jews (and other non-
Christians) were now denied citizenship and disquali{:ied from holding
Public office; theg also could not testi{y in court against Christians.
Hebrew prayer was banned, the Shema (Deut. 6:4 “Hear O lsracl, the
Lord our God is one”) was condemned as being anti-trinitarian, and
synagogues were liable to confiscation. Passover Seders were
banned if theg Preceded Easter. Conversion to Christianity was
encouraged through inheritance laws and taxation Policies, while
conversion to Judaism became a caPital offense, as did the ownership

of Christian slaves bﬂ Jews.

So thcn, according to the Pattern of the Abrahamic Covenant, we
should expect something similar to haPPen to the Byzantine EmPirC.
Soon after the enactment of these laws, the Byzantine Empire
started a Iong decline. About 10 years after these laws were Passcd,

the first known bubonic Plague Pandemic on record — the Plague of
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Justinian — hit the Byzantine EmPire) claiming the lives of millions of

PCOPIC.

The Plague arrived in Constantinople in 542 A.D. The outbreak
continued to sweeP throughout the Mediterranean WOFICI 1Cor another

225 years, Fina”g disaPPearing in 750 A.D.

The Plague contributed to the Weakening of the Byzantine EmPire in
Political and economic ways. As the disease sPreacl throughout the
Mediterranean world, the emPire’s abilitg to resist its enemies
Weakened, and many of its holdings were lost. The decrease in the
Population not onlg imPacted the militarg and the emPire’s defenses,
but the economic and administrative structures of the empire began
to co”apse or clisaPPear. Trade throughout the emPire became
disrupted. In Particular, the agricultural sector was devastated. Less
People meant fewer farmers who Produced less grain causing Prices

to soar and tax revenues to decline.

Procopius, a Byzantine historian, in his “Secret History,” describes
the sugering of the Plague’s victims. Many victims suffered for dags
before death, while others died almost immediatelg after the onset of
symptoms. lnterestinglg, he laid blame for the outbreak on the
emperor, declaring Justinian to be either a devil or that the emperor

was being Punished bg God for his evil ways.
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What you do to Israel will be done unto you.

The Islamic Emplrc Muhammad was the so-called Prophe’t and
founder of lslam At age 40, he claimed to have received revelations
from Allah that became the basis for the 1slamic Scrlptures —the
Koran — and the foundation of the rcligion and emPire of 1slam. By
650 A.D., he had spread the message of 1slam and the sword across
the land, unigging most of Arabia under this singlc Islamic religion.

I:o”owing his death, subsequcnt Islamic wars were wagcd against the
bordering nations, and Islam sPread across northern Africa, the
Middle East, towards India, and even into parts of EuroPe. But how

did the 1slamic Empire treat the Jewish Peoplc? The answer is a mix of
good and bad.

The Jews were given a lega”g inferior status — called a “dhimmi.” A
dhimmi has limited rights, limited tolerance, and limited Protection, but
onlg on the condition of Paginga sPecial tax. Theg were forced to
wear a golden star to separate them, which should call to mind the
later actions of Adolf Hitler in Nazi Germany. It was a state of
continual sukﬁection for Jews, and yet, itwas better than some

alternatives — such as many Places in Europe.

And so, although there were many restrictions, at the same time, this
was somewhat of a golden age where cultura”g, Jews and Muslims
Prospere& while living sidc~bg~side. Even though theg looked down

on the Jews, their treatment was still somewhat better than many
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other Places. In Fact, as Islam rose, theg began to conquer many of
the nations that were more activelg oPPressing the Jewish Peoplc.
For examPlc, under the control of the Visigoths, the Jews of the
Iberian Peninsula (Portugal and SPain) had suffered almost
unrelieved Persecution} culminating in efforts to force them to accept
Catholic baptism. 50, we can say that the rise of Islam coincided with
the time when Jewish Peoplc were being increasinglg oPPressed and
Persecuted bﬂ western Christendom. It’s as if the rise of Islam was a
judgment on western Christendom which had Persecute& God’s

ancient People.

The Byzantine EmPire, up until the rise of Islam, had controlled the
land of Israel. In 629 AD., the f)gzantine emperor Heraclius’s army
marched into Jerusalem to defeat the Persians, who had brieﬂg
regainecl control of the citg. But after his victorg) he ordered all the
Jews killed and the synagogues burnecl) Forcing many to flee to
Egypt and other parts of the emPire.

As the Byzantine emperor was doing this, the new power — the Islamic
EmPirC was rising. Less than 10 years after &oing this to the Jews, the
Bgzantinc EmPirc lost Jerusalem and most of its lands to the Islamic

EmPirC under the Arab caIiPh Omar.

As theg had sought to drive the Jews from the Holg Land, the
Bgzantincs were driven from the Holg Land. What you do unto the
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Jewish People will be done unto you. The Islamic Empire would

ultimatelg reign from Persia to SPain.

In SPain, as Jews and Muslims would live sidc~bg~side in relative
peace, the civilization flourished. But in the 12th century, the golden
age endcd, and the Jews of SPain then found themselves under

Islamic oPPression.

Led 139 Abd al-Mumin al-Mohade, the leader of a North African
Berber clgnastg that has been referred to as the Almohacﬂes, a new
wave of Islamic warriors swept down from Algeria’s Atlas Mountains.
These invaders Pressed across the Strait of Gibraltar to overrun

central and southern lberia.

Decades of brutal Almohade Persecution followed — including
increased violence toward Jews and forced conversions of Jews and
Christians. Thousands of Andalusian Jews fled to the Spanish
Christian kingdoms of the north. Muslim rulers began engorcing
oPPressive laws and regulating Jewish ligestgle. Jews were forced to
wear badges or distinctivelg colored turbans. Jewish courtiers,
Phgsicians, and communal officials faced new vocational restrictions.
Jewish families were exposed to new refinements of social isolation.
Jewish merchants were held resl:)onsible for bad harvests or food
shortages, and often endured a gauntlet of insults and humiliations in

thc street and marl«atplace.
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So, the Islamic EmPire was a mixed bag in their treatment of the Jews.
In the beginning, it subdued — butin many ways actua”g freed them —
from the yoke of western Persecution. It was actua“g better than
Europe for many Jews. But toward the end, the Muslims began to
Persecute the Jewsjust as bac”g.

So thcn, according to the Pattern of the Abrahamic Covenant, we
should expect something similar to haPPen to the Islamic world — and
of course, it does. Itis at this same time that the Islamic Empire began
to decline. As the Jews were allowed to live, but onlg as a subjugated
and inferior class, God allowed the I1slamic world to live on in world
historg, but only na stagnant, subjugatcd, and second-class manner
as comPared to much of the rest of the world. This has continued for
centuries and centuries, all the way up until the 20th century — and

most Muslim countries even toclag are still in this stagnant condition.

Charlemagne and the Frankish Empire Charles the Great, orin

I:rench Charlemagne became kmg of the Franks in 771 = bccommg
thc most we”~‘<nown kmg o1C the Carolmglan clgnasty. He Would then
embark on a mission to unite all Germanic PCOPICS into one Christian

kingdom.

But how did Charlemagne treat the Jews?

Although thc Jews never had completelg equal cultural status in every
way to Christians, Charlemagne actua”g treated the Jews quite well —
he saw them asa blessing. He Protected and hclped to develop

Jewish culture and commerce in his kingclom. Charlemagne saw the
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Jews as an economic asset and Prevente& excessive demands bcing
made upon them bg the Church. His attitude toward the Jews was
clever but tolerant. He realized the advantages and business abilities
of the Jews, and gave them complete freedom with regard to their

commercial transactions.

Jews were also involved in his court and as rcsPected sukﬂects in his
emPire. His Paid Personal Phgsician, for examPlc, was Jewish, and he
emPlogcd at least one Jew for his diploma’tic missions — a Pcrsonal
represcntative to the Muslim caliphate of Baghdad. Letters have
been credited to him inviting Jews to settle in his kingdom for
economic purposes, gcncra”g welcoming them through his overall

tolerant Policies.

So thcn, according to the Pattern of the Abrahamic Covenant, we
should exl:)ect something similar to haPPen to this Western Europcan

emPirC under Charlemagne — and of course, it did!

Charlemagne became the most Powergul man in Europc. In 800, PoPc
Leo Il crowned him emperor of the Romans — with his rule being the
Peak of the Carolingian dynastg and was the first time in three
centuries that the western leg of what used to be the Roman EmPirc
would be unified. In this role, Charlemagne encouraged the

Carolingian Renaissance, a cultural and intellectual revival in Europe.
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In Fact, Charlcmagnc s actua”g referred to bg some as being the
“Father of Eurol:)e.”

“I will bless those who bless gou.”

Charlemagne’s death in 814 began an extended Period of
Fragmentation of the Carolingian Empire and its decline would
eventua”g lead to the foundation of the Kingdom of France and
the Holg Roman EmPirc.

Barbarossa and the Holu Roman Empire:

I:o”owing the rule of Charlemagne then came the Holg Roman Empire.
Some historians actua“g Point to the coronation of Charlemagne as
the origjn of the cmpire, while others Pre{:er the coronation of Otto |
of Germany as its begirming.

Before 157, the realm was merelg referred to as the Roman Empire.
The term “holg”, basica”y meaning “consecrated,” when it is used in
connection with the medieval Roman EmPirc, was used bcginning in
157 under Frederick | Barbarossa of Germang. The term was added
to reflect Barbarossa’s ambition to dominate ltalg and the Papacg.
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Barbarossa means “red beard” in Italian, a name given to him bg the
northern Italians. He was crowned emperor bg PoPe Adrian IV in 155,
and would rule until his death 25 years later.

Barbarossa, like Charlemagne before him, sought to Protect the
Jewish People in his cmpire. He stoPPed Christian Priests from
Prcaching against the Jewish People. Barbarossa would largclg
Protect and bless the Jews.

So, then according to the Abrahamic covenant, what should we

expcct to happen?

The Holy Roman Empire reached its golden age and Peaked under
Barbarossa in the 12th century. Historians consider Barbarossa to
have been the greatest king of the I,OOO~9ear Holg Roman Empire.
He is remembered as having qualities that made him appear almost
superhuman to his contemPoraries: his longcvitgj his ambition, his
extraordinarg skills at organization, his battlefield acumen, and his

Political shrewdness.

In fact, Adolf Hitler, when he Planned his attack on Russia in World
War 11, called it “Operation Barbarossa.” lronica“y, he actua”g named

it after a king that had blessed the Jewish People. lnterestinglg, that
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failed campaign would ultimatclg contribute to the defeat of Nazi

Germang.

So thcn, what would haPPcn next in Europe? Urncortunatclg, in
subsequent times, the lands under the Holg Roman Eml:)irc would
start becoming hostile towards the Jewish Peoplc, and the emPire
would ultimatelg sl:)end most of its thousand-gear historg dcclining,
before coming to an end in the 19th century. But let’s zoom in our

focus here and look at cxactlg what began to take Place. ..

After the Crusades, the situation became hostile for the Jews, as
Western Europe began a Persecution against them, and began killing
and expe”ing them — mainlg between the Bth and ]5&7 centuries. There
were countless massacres of the Jews during these centuries, but
time doesn’t Permi’c us to mention them all here. But let’s bricﬂg Point
out some of the major expulsions of Jews from the European

kingdoms. ..

- In1288, the Kingdom of Naples (which controlled the southern
half of ltalg) issued an expulsion order for the Jews, and in 1293

any Jews still rcmaining were forced to convert to Catholicism.

- In1290, Edward | of England issued the Edict of Expulsion,
dccreeing all Jews to be exPe”ed from England.

- In1305-1306, Philip IV of France seized all Jewish Propertg and

expc”ed them from France, although thcg were brieﬂg allowed

to return in 1315.
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- Butthenin 1522, King Charles IV again cxpe“ed the Jews from

France.

What haPPcns then? Western Europe enters one of the most dreadful
centuries in historg. Less than five years after France expe”ed its
Jews, came what some have termed the “Babglonian Exile” of the
papacy, also known as the Avignon Papacg. This arose due to
conflicts between the French kings and the Popcs, resulting in the
Roman Catholic popes resided in Avignon, France, instead of in Rome
between the years of aPProximatelg 1309 to 1377. Because it lasted
about 70 years like the Jews’ exile in Babglon, some have referred to
it as the “E)abglonian Exile” of the papacy. This then led to what
became known as the Western Schism in church historg, in which some
clergg suPPorted the Avignon popes, and others suPPorted the
Roman popes. This schism, or division, lasted until the Council of
Constance in 1417.

While this religious division was taking Place, there also came the
Great Famine of 1315-17, the first in a series of |arge~scale disasters of
the late Middle Ages that befell Europe all at the beginning of the 14th
century — when the kingdoms were expe”ing their Jews. This famine

caused millions of deaths. Accor&ing to estimates, around 10 to 25%
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of the urban Pol:)ulation died. 1t marked the end of the Previous
Period of growth and Prospcritg of the 11th — 3th centuries.

Thenin 1337, the Hundred-Years War began between France and
England — two of the main countries that had rcccntly exPc“eé their

Jews.

But then around 1346 came the Black Dcath) or Black Plague — said
139 historians to have been the worst single event in EuroPCan historg.
This was an epidemic (thought to have been caused 139 the bubonic
Plague) which spread across almost all of Europe, killing over a third
of the entire Population. It’s been described as the worst natural
disaster in European historg andis responsible for Changingthe

course of its historg to a great clegree.

Historians estimate that between 25-60% of the Population of
England was killed.

The Black Death arrived in ltalg by sea, first making landfall in Sicilg in
1»47. It soon spread to Venice, Genoa, and Pisa and then moved
rapiélg inlan&, east through Tuscany and south to Rome. By the time
it died down in the winter of 1348, more than a third of ltalg’s
Population had Perished.
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Horrendous as it was, the Black Death was onlg the crescendo of a
series of calamities that had hit the Italian Peninsula in the Previous
few years. Ear‘thquakcs had left severe damage in Naples, Rome, Pisa,
Bologna and Venice. In 1346, banks in Florence and Siena co”apsed,
leacﬂing to an unPrccedentcd economic disaster. Six months of almost
continuous rain in 1347 had made sowing of crops imPossiblcj and
Hooding had caused a breakdown in communications and transport.
Food shortages ensued, bringing soaring Prices and famine.
Meanwhile, a series of local disputes between the city states

embroiled much of the north in secminglg uncn&ing, bloodg wars.

France, which had the largest Population in Europe at that time was
also hit hard 139 the Plague. The French chronicler Jean Froissart
estimated that the first wave carried off one-third of the Population.
Paris, the largcst city in EuroPe at that time, was said to have
suffered 800 deaths per dag, according to the chronicle of French
friar Jean de Venette. The French city of Toulouse lost half of its
Population. The Population of Normandg is estimated to have
declined bg two-thirds between 300 and 1450. And this trend was
not reversed until the middle of the lﬁth century.
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lnterestinglg, irgou recall, this was the same Plague that had origina“g
aPPeared when Justinian Passcd his laws also oPPressing the Jewish
Peoplc. And it now came to Europcjust as the Western European
kingdoms were massacring and cxPe”ing the Jewish Peoplc. But while
Western Europe was being ravaged bﬂ calamitg, there came the rise

of the Eastern European kingclom of Poland.

Poland: As the Jewish PeoPlc continued to be Pcrsecutcd and
expc”eé from the Western European kingdoms, theg began to seek
reruge bg going ecast. Theg were welcomed into one of the most
tolerant lands of Europc at the time — Poland. The Jewish Pcople
were received in Poland in great numbers under the Polish king
Casimir the Great.

On October 9&‘, 15354, he confirmed the Privileges grantcd to the Jews
in 1264 by the earlier Polish duke, Boleslaw the Pious. Casimir was
Favorably clisposed toward the Jews, who during his reign, became
Prominent in commerce, handcrafts, and agriculture. Under Penaltg
of death, he Prohibited the kidnapping of Jewish children for the
purpose of forcible Christian baptism, and inflicted heavg Punishment
for the desecration of Jewish cemeteries. Under his reign, the Jews
were Protected as “People of the king.” Todag, it has been estimated
that around 70% of the world’s Ashkenazi, or Europcan Jews, can

trace thcir ancestrg to Poland.
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And what then happene& to Poland, in accordance with the
Abrahamic Covenant? Poland becomes blessed! Casimir had
inherited a kingdom weakened bg war, but soon made it prosperous
and Wcalthg. Under Casimir, the country was unified. He reformed
the Polish army and doubled the size of the kingclom. He reformed
thcjudicial system and introduced a legal code, gaining the title “the
Polish Justinian” — except unlike Justinian, he treated the Jews well.
Casimir built extcnsivelg and founded the Universitg of Krako’w, the
oldest university in Poland. Casimir is also the onlg king in Polish
historg to both receive and retain the title of “the Great.”

So, Poland began to rise and would reach its golden age as a Place of
Prosperity in the earlg 1600’s, becoming one of the largest and most
Prominent kingdoms of Europe at that time -just at the time theg

were blessing the ancient people of Israel.
oS peop

But then in the mid-1600s, things began to change in Poland. There
were uPrisings that devastated the Jewish Pcople. Cossacks came in,
and hundreds of thousands of Jewish People - along with others —
were slaughterecl in what is known as the Cossack-Polish War. The
Polish kingdom was broken up and taken over bg another dgnastg
under which the Jewish People lost all suPPort from the government.
The time of tolerance was over, and the Jewish People began to face

Increasi ng Pcrsecution.
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But what happens after this? “ will curse those who curse you.” As
the 1700’s drew near, Poland’s Political system became comple’celg
destabilized and was brought to the brink of civil war. By the end of
the century, the Polish kingdom — one of the greatest kingdoms of
Europe — had sunk so far that it was Partitioned among the
neighboring nations, and would not return again as a nation until the
1900’s.

M: Let’s rewind in our review of history for a moment to focus on
SPain — the Spanish EmPire. SPain had become home to one of the
most well-known Jewish communities in the world — as we had
discussed earlier under the Islamic EmPirc. It was responsible for the
golden age of Jewish culture in SPain, which refers to a Period of
historg during the Muslim rule of 1beria in which Jews were genera”g
acceptcd In society, and Jewish religious, cultural and economic life
blossomed. This “golden age” is variously dated from the 8th to 12th
centuries. Al-Andalus was a keg center of Jewish life in SPain during
the Middle Ages, Producing imPortant scholars and one of the most
stable and Wealthg Jewish communities. A number of famous Jewish
Philosophcrs and scholars flourished during this time, most

notablg the famous Maimonides.

159 the late 15&’ century, the Spanish Christian king&oms of Castile
and Aragon had reconquercd most oxc thc Muslim-contro”ccl territorg

— inwhat’s called the “Reconquista.” In 1479, the two kingdoms were
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united as a result of the marriage of Ferdinand 1 of Aragon and
Isabella of Castile. The last Muslim kingdom, Granada, was
reconquered in1492.

It was at this time that SPain was about to become a great world
emPire. But as the Christian re-conquest of SPain gaincd momentum,
Jews in these newlg re~conquercd SPanish territories began to suffer
from increasinglg harsher Persecutions. In their blood~thirst9
vengeance against the Muslims, the SPanish Christians included the
Jews, whom they put in the same category of infidels. In 14th century
Barcelona, for examl:)le, the whole Jewish community was murdered

139 a rioting mob.

In the late 1400’s, a man rose up in the church whose name was
Father Tomas de Torquemada. He hclped launch what is referred to
as the Spanish lnquisition, convincing King Ferdinand and Queen
Isabella to issue an ultimatum to the Jews of Spain. Their choices
were to convert to Catholicism, leave, or be killed. The SPanish
lnquisition ironica”y sought to Punish Jews who had been Forciblg
“converted” to Christianitg (called “conversos”) but were not rea”g
“sincere” in their forced conversions. Many of these “converted”

Jews had continued to Practice their Judaism secrctlg.
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Torqucmada believed that as long as the Jews remained in SPain,
thcg would influence the tens of thousands of recent Jewish converts
to Christianity to continue Practicing Judaism. Ferdinand and Isabella
rejected Torqucmada’s Petition that the Jews be exPe”ed until
Januarg of 1492, when after 800 years of Muslim rule, the SPanish
defeated the Muslim forces in Granada, therebg restoring the whole
of SPain to Christian rule. With their most iml:)ortant Projcct — the
country’s unification — accomplished, the king and queen concluded
that the Jews were cxPcndablc. On March 50, 1492, theg issued the

expulsion decree, with the order to take effect in onlg four months.

The deadline for Jews to leave SPain was August 3, 1492, which was,
ironica”g, the Ninth of Av (Tisha B’av) on the Jewish calendar, known
as bcinga conspicuous dag of recurring tragedg in Jewish historg.
This was the same Hebrew dag that both the First and Second
TemPles were believed to be clestrogcd — the First bg the
Babglonians and the Second bg the Romans. Many Jews at this time
made their way across the border to Portugal — but their stag there
was short-lived. Five years later, Portugal offered them the same

choice as Spain: convert, leave, or die.

So then, what happened to SPain? Spain discovered the New World,
and because of this, theg controlled a vast global emPirC with goH
and wealth Howing in. The SPanish Empire would become one of the
largest in world historg, with colonies all around the world. However,
with all those aclvantages, SPain should have been a world power for

centuries to come.
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But by the later part of the 1500’s, signs of trouble started coming to
SPain. A war began with the Netherlands — often called the “Eighty

Years’ War,” or the Dutch War of lndepenclence (1568-1648) . It would
end with the Netherlands gamning their in&epencﬂence, as the SPanish

EmPire would lose control over some of their keg European holdings.

Then in 1588, the supposedlg invincible Spanish Armada was
dcstroyed bg the English navy. By the mid 1600’s, the Spanish emPire
was clcarlg declining and was Iosing economical|9 and militarily
against the other rising powers of Europe, such as the English and
the Dutch Empires. And intcrestinglg, many of these rsing powers
are lands to which the Jews fled after being exl:)e”ed from SPain.
SPain, who after having discovered and colonized the New World,
should have been the wealthiest of countries — but was bankrupt
within one hundred years of the expulsion. “I will curse those who

curse 9ou.”

The Ottoman Empire: Thousands of Jews who fled SPain went to
Turkeg. OPening his doors to them, the Sultan of the Turkish
Ottoman Empire, E)agezid 11, declared...

“Thcg tell me that Ferdinand of Spain is a wise man but he is a fool.

For he takes his treasure and sends it all to me.”

How did the treatment and movement of the Jews affect Turkey?
Turkeg, as we should expect, greatlg Prospcredl The Ottoman

EmPirC bccame one 01(: the greatest Powers in the world. The next two

sultans, Selim 1 and Suleiman |, exPanded the emPire as far as Vienna,
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Austria. lncidcnta“y, it was Suleiman — known as “Suleiman the
Magni{:icent” WI"IO, in 1536, re-built the walls of Jerusalem — the same
walls that stand todag and define the Old Citg.

But the Ottoman Eml:)ire’s treatment of the Jews began to worsen
around the 19th century. For the Past 400 years, Jerusalem had been
under the control of the Ottoman Turks. The liberation of Jerusalem
began in 1916, when British Prime Minister David Lloyd George
ordered the invasion of southern Palestine. In November of

1917, Arthur Balfour, the British secretary of state for Foreign affairs,
issued the Balfour Declaration, cxPressing support for the

establishment of a national home for the Jewish Pcople in Palestine.

This rel:)resente& the Pro~Z_ionist sentiments of the British
government’s Foreign Policg at that time — Whichjus’c te) happene& to
be the same time that the British Empirc was at its Pea|<. It was said
that “the sun never set on the British Empire,” as it controlled lands
all around the globe. E)g December of 1917, the area of southern Israel
had been conquered and the British had caPturcd Jerusalem under
the lcaclership of General Edmund A”enbg, Purposing to designate
the land as a home for the Jews. Meanwhile, the Ottoman EmPire was
defeated in World war 1.
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These events Would lcacﬂ to the rc-establishment o{: lsrael as a nation

in 1948, and the restoration of Jerusalem under Israeli control in 1967.

America: Let’s now rewind our focus back to the suky’ect of the
SPanish sending out Chris’copher Columbus’ expedition that would
ultimatelg discover the New World. We will notice some interesting
transitions as the Persecuted Jews were leaving SPain. Some went to
the Ottoman EmPire and elsewhere, as we mentioned, but somcthing
else was bcgirming — something that would end up being the greatest
reguge for the Jewish PeoPlc in historg — that of course, being

America.

The harbors in Spain were full of SPanish Jews Heeing the lnquisition,
looking to find rcFugc in other countries. In 1492, during the same
week that the Jews were being expclled from SPain, there sat three
shiPs in the harbor waiting to set sail. These ships were the Nina, the
Pinta, and the Santa Maria — commanded of course, bg Christopher

Columbus.

The dag after the Jews’ expulsion, August 3, 1492, the renowned
explorer Columbus left SPain on his famed voyage of discoverg in
which he would eventua“9 land on the shores of the New World. This
is recorded in his cﬂiarg, even mentioning the forced exPulsion of the

Jews. His diarg begins with. ..

“In the same month in which their Mz?jcsties issued the edit that all
Jews should be driven out of the king&om and its territories, in the
same month, thcy gave me the order to undertake with sufficient men

my exPcdition of cliscovcry of the Indies.”
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So, just as one of the greatest Jewish communities of EuroPe was
being destroged, God was oPening up the doors of what was
eventua”g going to become the greatest Diaspora reruge for the

Jewish PeoPIe in historg — America.

Columbus’s voyage was not financed bg Queen Isabella se”ing her
iewels, as is often stated. The major financiers were two court officials
— both Jewish conversos — Louis de Santangel, chancellor of the
rogal household, and Gabriel Sanchez, treasurer of Aragon. In Fact,
the first letter Columbus sent back from the New World was not to
Ferdinand and lsabe”a, but to Santangel and Sanchez thanking them
for their support and te“ing them what he found.

In addition, there were also Jewish conversos aboard Columbus’
shiPs. Most school children have heard of the famous rhyme about
Columbus sailing the ocean blue in 1492. But a lesser-known version
goes... “In fourteen hundred and ninety-two, Columbus sailed the
ocean blue; and his interpreter was a Jew whose name was Lou and
that is true.” Yes, Columbus’ interPreter for the voyage was Luis de
Torres, a Jew who was fluent in Hebrew. And the ship’s doctor and

navigator were also Jewish.

lnterestinglg, there is even speculation that Columbus himself may
have actua”y been of Jewish ancestry. For those interested, there
are many intriguing facts about Columbus collected in a book

called “Christopher Columbus’s Jewish Roots” by Jane Frances
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Amler. But of course, we Probablg will never know for sure if this is

true.

SPanish and Portuguese Jewish conversos took the colonization of
the Americas as an oPPortunity to escape the Persecution of the
SPanish lnquisi’tion. AgrouP of Jews Heeing Persecution in 1654
settled in the Dutch colong of New Amsterdam, soon to become New
York. These were the first Jews to settle in North America.

Afew years later, in 1658, a group of SePhardic Jews from Spain
settled in NeWPort, Rhode 1sland. By 1700, Jews were living in many of
the colonies of North America, and synagogues were sPringing up in
every major city. but the Jewish community remained relativclg small
until the second half of the 19t century, when a mass migration from
the Russian Empire brought hundreds of thousands of Jews to

America’s shores.

Looking back, when the three ships of Columbus’ fleet left the
SPanish harbor on August 3, 1492, theg saw the ships on which the
expc”eé Jews were lcaving the country theg had lived in for over a
thousand years. None could have known that Columbus’ great
voyage would lead to the establishment of the Present American
Jewish community, the most blessed of all Jewish communities ever to

exist. Todag, SPain Is a relatively unimportant Europcan country,
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while the United States of America has become the world’s most
Powergul and blessed countrg —and magbc the most Powcncul and
blessed country in all of world nistorg. “I will bless those that bless

»

\leU.

We have now covered thousands of years of human nistorg, in which we can
clearlg see this pattern of the Abrahamic Covenant in effect. When a nation
curses lsrael, thcy are cursed. When a nation blesses lsrael, thcy are
blessed. But is this Principle of blessing and cursing of nations in
connection to how tneg treat Israel still active todag? The answeris a
resoundinggc_s! In fact, because we have access to so much more
information, we’re able to witness this pattern even more clearlg todag than
ever before in his’corg. Many authors have written about this pattern at
work, sPechCicallg in modern America. For instance, author John McTernan
has written a book recorcling this pattern at work — entitlcd, “As America

Has Done To lsrael,” which we stronglg recommend.

Although America has historica”y been a tremendous blcssing for the
Jewish People and for the nation of Israel after its re-establishment in 1948,
there is a worrisome trend that has been taking Place in recent times. In the
last several decades, America’s leaders have begun to suPPort the
Partitioning of the land of 1srael in order to form a Palestinian state — in
direct violation of the Promises of God. God has made clear in His Word
that the land which Israel had been Promised is His land — and He Promisecl
it to the descendants of Abranam) Isaac, and Jacob. In Fact, this current
trend of wanting to divide God’s land is anticiPa’ced Prophetica“g in the
Bible, spcciﬁcang within the context of the last &ags. Let’s make note of

this before continuing.
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The first thing we should note is that in Zechariah Chaptcr 12, we are told
that the city of Jerusalem will be Particularly troublesome in the last dags,
and that all nations will ultimatclg gather against it. Zechariah 12:3 says...

“And in that dag will 1 make Jerusalem a burdensome stone for all Peoplc: all
that burden themselves with it shall be cut in Pieccs, though all the Eeolgle
of the earth be gathered together against it.”

~Zechariah 12:3

In other words, we’re told that those nations who come against Israel in the
last days will receive Punishment from God — theg “shall be cut in Pieces,”
as it says here. So, God’s Principle of blessing and cursing has aPParcntly
not been revoked even up until the last dags (this is sl:)eaking of a future
time at the end of this age).

But whg does God say theg would theg be “cutin Pieces?” well, the Iil«alg
answer is found in Joel 3. In Joel Chaptcr 3 we find a Prophecg about the
last days, and one of the things that God says He’“judg@ the nations for,
are their attempts to cut His land in Pieces and divide it up amongst

thcmselves.

“For behol&, in those dags and at that time, when | restore the fortunes of
Judah and Jerusalem I will gather all the nations and bring them down to
the Va“cy of Jehoshapha’c And I will enter into |udgment with them thcre

on behalf of my people and my hcrltage lsrael because theu have scattered

them amongthe nations and have divided up my land”
~Joel3:1-2
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In other words, from looking at these two passages in Zechariah and Joel,
we can understand that God is te“ing them “because you've tried to cut up
my land, Pll cut you uP.” All that burden themselves with Jerusalem and try
to cut up and divide the land will themselves be cut up and divided in
judgment. God is still adamant that the land is His land and has been given
to the descendants of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.

So then since the Bible describes this Principle and pattern of blessing and
cursing upon nations to be in oPeration in the future (during the last dags
Prior to the Second Coming}, and we know it was in oPeration in the past,
then we should expect it to also be in opcration in the present. And as we
alluded to earlier) we can witness this Pattcm Perhaps more clearly now

than ever chore in historg. Let’s observe some cxamples. ..

The Fo”owing arcjust ten examplcs that McTernan records in his book “As
America Has Done To Israel” of how God has recentlg hit America with

disaster when our government has “cursed” Israel...

1. The last time the U.5. government refused to veto an anti-lsrael
resolution at the UN Security Council was in 1979. On March 2279,
1979, the Carter administration chose not to veto UN Resolution 446.
Four dags after that on March 26&’, the Eggp’&lsracl Peace Treatg
was signed in Washington. As a result of that treaty, Israel gaveup a
tremendous amount of territoxy. Two dags la’cer, on March Z8th, the
worst nuclear power Plant disaster in U.S. historg made headlines all
over the globc. The go”owing comes from a Wikipeclia article written
about it...
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“The Three Mile Island accident was a Partial nuclear meltdown that
occurred on March 28,1979, in reactor number 2 of Three Mile Island
Nuclear Generating Station (TMI-2) in Dauphin County,
Pennsylvania, United States. It was the most signiﬁcant accident in
U.S. commercial nuclear power Plant historg. The incident was rated a
five on the seven~Point International Nuclear Event Scale: Accident

With Wider Consequences.”

. On October §Oth, 1991, President George H. W. Bush oPened the
Madrid Peace Conference which brought Israelis and Palestinians
together to negotiate for the very first time. In his opening sPeech,
Bush told Israel that “territorial comPromise is essential for Peace.”
At the exact same time, the storm known as “the Perfect Storm” was
brewing in the north Atlantic. This legendarg storm traveled 1,000
miles in the wrong direction and sent §5~1Coot waves slamming directlg

into President Bush’s home in Kennebunkport, Maine.

. On August Zﬁrd, 1992, the Madrid Peace Conference moved to
Washington D.C, and the very next dag Hurricane Andrew made
landfall in Florida, causing 50 billion dollars in damage. It was the
worst natural disaster up to that time in U.S. history.

. OnJanuary léth, 1994, President Clinton met with President Assad of
Syria to discuss the Possibilitg of Israel gving up the Golan Heights.
Within 24 hours, the devastating Northridge earthquake hit southern
California. It was the second worst natural disaster up to that time in
u.s. historg.

77



5. OnJanuary 2151998, Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netangahu
arrived at the White House but received a very cold recePtion. In fact,
President Clinton and Secretary of State Madeleine Albright actua”g
refused to have lunch with him. That exact same dag the Monica
Lcwinskg scandal broke, scnding the Clinton Presidencg into a

allspin from which it would never recover.
t IP f hich it would

6. On Scptcmber 2_7'“h, 1998, Secretary of State Madeleine Albright was
Working on Finalizinga Plan which would have had Israel give up
aPProximatelg 1% percent of Judea and Samaria. On that Precise day,
Hurricane Georges slammed into the Gulf Coast with wind gusts of up
to 175 miles an hour. The hurricane hit the coast and stalled. On the
next dag — SePtember 28t President Clinton met with E)erjamin
Netangahu and Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat at the White House
to finalize the land deal. Hurricane Georges Pounded the Gulf Coast
causing $1 billion in damage. At the exact time Arafat departcd from
the US, the storm began to dissipate.

7. On Mag §rd, 1999, Yasser Arafat was suPPoscd to hold a press
conference to declare the creation of a Palestinian state with
Jerusalem as the caPital — with the support of President Clinton,
whose letter to Arafat cncouraged him that the Palestinians have a
right to “determine their future on their own land.” On that Precise
dag, the most Powchul tornadoes ever recorded in the U.S. riPPed
through Oklahoma and Kansas. At one Point, one of the tornadoes
actua“g had a recorded wind speed of 316 miles an hour.

8. On APril 30th 2003, “the Road MaP to Peace” Plan which called for a

Palestinian state was Presented to Israeli Prime Minister Ariel Sharon
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139 U.S. Ambassador Daniel Kurtzer. Over the next seven dags, the
U.S. was hit 139 a staggering 412 tornadoes. It was the largest tornado

cluster ever recorded up to that time.

9. In 2005, President George W. Bush convinced Israel that it was
necessary to remove all of the Jewish settlers out of Gaza and turn it
over cntirelg to the Palestinians. According to the New York Times,
the very last of the settlers were evacuated on August 2%, 2005. On
that Precise dag, a storm that would be given the name “Katrina”
started Forming over the Bahamas. The city of New Orleans still has
not gu”g recovered from the damagc that storm Causch, and it ranked

as the costliest natural disaster in all of U.S. historg up to that time.

10.0n Mag 19th, 2011, Barack Obama told Israel that there must be a
return to the Pre~1967 borders. Three dags later on Mag ZZ”d, a half-
mile wide EF-5 multiple-vortcx tornado riPPed through Joplin,
Missouri. According to Wikipe&ia, it was “the costliest single tornado
inU.S. history.”

And S0, throughout historg, up to the Present, and even into the future as
we see Prophcsied in ScriPture, this pattern of blessings and cursings upon
nations based upon their treatment of Israel has been in oPeration. Our
observations throughout thisjog through histor9 can be summed up in the
words of Thomas Newton, the Bishop of Bristol (1704-1782) . He said the
Fo”owing. .

“The Preservation of the Jews is rea”g one of the most signal and illustrious

acts OF Divine Providcnce... and what but a supema’cural power could havc
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Prcserved them in such a manner as none other nation upon earth hath
been Preservcd Nor is the Providence of God less remarkable in the
destruction of their enemies, than in their Prescrvation... We see that the
great eml:)ircs, which in their turn subdued and oPPrcsscd the People of
God, are all come to ruin... And if such hath been the fatal end of the
enemies and Oppressors of the Jews, let it serve as a warning to all those,
who at any time or upon any occasion are for raising a clamor and

Persecution against them.”

This pattern we observe is simplg the outworking of God’s Promises to
Abraham in the Abrahamic Covenant — “I will bless those that bless you,
and curse those that curse 9ou.” of course, as Present~da9 Christians,
this Biblical Principle alone should help guidc our attitudes toward the
nation of Israel. If this Principlc is still at work, as we have shown, how can
we say God has abandoned them? How can we say Israel is no Ionger

relcvant in God’s Program?
We will further galvanizc this understan&ing in the Fo”owing section of our

studg, as we will begin to focus more sPeciFicallg on the title of this study —
the question of “should Christians suPPor’c Israel?”
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God’s Propnetic Plan For Israel’s Future

Now that we have examined God’s purpose for the creation of lsrael, as well
as the way God has blessed and cursed the nations tnrougnout nistorg
based upon their treatment of Israel, we are now in a Position to
understand God’s Prophetic Plans for Israel’s future. As Christians todag,
one of the best ways we can gain further understanding concerning the
proper Perspective we should have towards Israel is bg recognizing, Israel’s
Propnetic future. Where does Israel fit into God’s future program for

humanitg and world events”?

Some have taken the Position that due to Israel’s current state of unbelief,
the attitude of the Christian towards them as a nation should be one of
oPPosition (unbelief meaning tneg still have not accePted their true
Messiah, Jesus Christ). Some have gone as far as to say that their current
state of unbelief makes even the State of Israel’s national sovereignty
i”egitimate in God’s eyes. Tneg claim that since Israel’s return to the land in
the 1900’s took Place while in this state of unbelief, then that return is not
In any way connected to Bible Propnecg. From this train of thougnt, they
often deng that the modern State of Israel has any signiﬁcance atallin
terms of Bible Prophecg.

Of course, sentiments similar to these are often embraced bg those who
are motivated bg aberrant escnatological and theological views. At the
beginning of this study, we mentioned the erroneous doctrine of
Replacement Theologg — the view that advocates that the church has
replacecl lsrael, and that Israel no longer has a Place in God’s program. It
says that since Israel rejected their Messiah, theg forfeited all of their God-

given Promises over to the church. Obviouslg, if that's your view, your
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attitude toward the Jewish PeoPle and toward the modern State of Israel
will Iikely be one of indifference, if not hostilitg.

A somewhat similar view that essentia”g arrives at the same conclusion
arises out of a hermeneutical framework called Covenant Tneologlj.
Covenant or Reformed tneologians understand there to be onlg one
People of God - the church — which was rePresented as “the church of
Israel in the wilderness in the Old Testament and as the Israel of God in the
New Testament,” whose onlg king&om s heavenly, and for whom all of the

covenant Promises have alreadg been fulfilled in Christ.

One author — O. Palmer Robertson — is tgPical of Covenant tneologians
concerning the suPPosedly cnanged meaning of the land after the coming

of Christ. He writes as follows. ..

“The Land which once was the sPeciric locale of God’s redemptive Working
served well within the old covenant as a Picture of Paradise lost and
Promised. Now, however, in the era of new-covenant fulfillment, the land

has exPanded to encompass the cosmos.”

Robertson clearlg abandons the imPortance of the actual land God
Promised to the descendants of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob bg inserting his
own interPretation of what the land means — in which he a”egorica”g
expands it to mean the cosmos. He sees the New Covenant somehow as a
means bg which God will negate (not fulfill) His unconditional Promises to

Israel concerning the land He Promised to their descendants — desPite the
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fact that He made many of these unconditional Promises Prior to the
institution of the Old Covenant.

In similar fashion, author Colin Chapman states the Position that the literal
Promise of the land to Israel ceased with Jesus, and certairilg with the

apostles. ..

“Is there angthing to suggest that after the ascension of Jesus his disciples
continued to look forward to a restored Jewish state in the Land? Given the
Political situation in tir5t~centurg Palestine, the writers of the New
Testament had every reason to I"IOPC for a national restoration for the
Jewish PCOPIC' But did ttiey infact do so? There is nothing whatsoever to
suggest that ttieg held onto these tiopes.”

From this quote, we can clearlg understand the ttiinking of Covenant
Ttieologg advocates on this subject of Israel: the national Promises made to
Israel get a“egorica”y re~aPP|ied to the church. Of course, this statement
139 Chapman 15 100% tactua”g inaccurate — the New Testament (and of
course the Old Testament) extensivelg details God’s future Plan for Israel’s
national restoration — and it is addressed by Jesus in Matthew 24-25, bg

Paul in Romans 11, and is referenced in other Places as well).

Of course, if these advocates were utilizing a consistent literal
interPretatiori of the Bible, ttieg would clearlg see this. But instead, like
Replacement Ttieologians, Covenant ttieologians also use an inconsistent
hermeneutic — ttieg interPret some parts of the Bible literang while other
parts a”egorica”g. And so, ttieg commit the same interpretive errors as

those who embrace the a”egorical hermeneutic of Augustine, which was
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adoptecl and mainstreamed bg the Catholic Church. Fora deePer look into
the clevelopment of this method of a”egorical interPretation in church
taistorgj see our comPanion stu&g entitled, Un&erstanding The Distinction
Between Isracl And The Church. But let’s continue. ..

So, according to the Covenant Theologg system of Bible interPretation,
there can be no Propt)etic fulfillment for the Jewish People as a national or
ethnic group distinct from the church. Additiona”y, there can be no
Phgsical fulfillment in an eartHg Place such as the Land of lsrael, since “the
Land” is reinterpreted to mean the cosmos. Since under this view, there is
no recognition of Israel as being part of God’s program, and believing that
no regathering or restoration of the Jewish People to their ancient
homeland has any Biblical foundation, the conclusion theg come to of
course, is that the modern State of Israel has no connection at all to the
handiwork of God or Bible Prophecg. To them, the Jewish State is no
different than any other ethnic group in the regjon seeking to dominate a

Particular territorg.

So, it shouldr’t be difficult to see how one’s framework for Bible
interPretation (or one’s hermeneutics) will absolutelg define all of the
downstream Issues, such as the Place of Israel in God’s future Plans. of
course, then, this will ultimatelg frame our attitudes toward Israel. In other
words, as the late Dr. Chuck Missler used to say, “‘your hermeneutics will

determine your eschatologtj” (or your unclerstanding of the end-times).

And so, with that background in Place, we will now begin to dive into an
exploration of these questions: Is the modern State of Israel Prophetica”g
signiticant? Does God have a future Plan for national Israel? And if S0, what

does it include? Answering these questions will help us gain a Perspective as
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to the overall question of this studg concerning the attitude of the Bible-
believing Christian towards Israel. Should we suPPort Israel? Whg or wng
not? Let’s begin.‘.

-Is the Modern State of Israel Propneticaiig Signiicicant’?:

First, we will explore the toPic of whether Israel’s current regathering from
worldwide dispersion — or in other words, the establishment of the modern
State of Israel in the 1900°’s — has any connection to Bible Propiiecg. The
answers we uncover will logica“g guide our Perceptions going forward. In
other words, if we do find that the modern State of Israel has ProPnetic
reievance, and we recognize what ScriPture tells us about Israel’s future in
God’s l:)lanJ then those understandings must logica”g guide how we as

Christians think towards modern Israel.

In order to recognize how Prophetica”g signiicicant the current State of
Israel actua”g s according to Bible Propiiecg, we need to first have an
understanciing of what the Bible says about Israel’s regathering in the land.
The Bible of full of these Prophecies. Infact, Bible scholar Thomas Ice

notes...

“Everg Old Testament Propne’t, except Jonah) sPea|<s of a Permanent
return to the Land of Israel by the Jews.”

So, the Biblical focus on the People of Israel being Permanentlg regathered
to the land is a Pervasive theme tnroughout the Old Testament. But one of
the most ignored toPics of Bible Prophecg is the awareness that Scripture
Plainlg declares that Israel will un&ergo two different regatnerings from
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worldwide dispersion (or if you Preger, two Phases of worldwide
regathering). Further, the Bible also declares that these two rcgatherings
would take Place under very different circumstances and for very different
purposes. It turns out that these differences actua”y help us recognizejust
how signiicicant the current State of Israel is within the Bible’s Prophetic

outline i:or lsrael’s i:uture.

We will begin bg first stating our Proposition. We will then thoroughlg
demonstrate the realitg of this ProPosition as beinga clear Scril:)tural
teaching throughout the remainder of this section. Our Propositiori is that
the Bible contains a number of Prophecies indicating that Israel would be
regathered first in a state of unbelief in preparation for |udgment (the

eventualjudgment of the Tribulation) and tl'iat aicterwaros theg would
then be rcgathcred a second and final time in faith (this taking Place after

the Tribulation), in preparation for blcssings to be received in the Millennial

King&om.

First Worldwide I Second Worldwide
Regatlﬂering oo A chathering
in unbchci‘ LAY () in tait

BEFORE Tribulation AFTER Tribulation

The Church Age The Tribulation The Millennium
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This is signhcicant because many People overlook these two regatherings.
Some Pcople onlg recognize one rcgathering. Some People onlg recognize
a regathering in faith — and because of this, theg deng the Prophetic
signiﬁcance of the current secular rcgathcring (in unbelief) that has been
taking Place over the past hundred years or so. Let’s dive right into this

and see For ourselvcs wha’c the Bible has to say about this. ..

The first thing to take note of is that from the very begirming of the Israclite
nation, God had Promisecl to scatter them among the nations worldwide if
thcg refused to kcep the terms of the Mosaic Covenant and later refused
to recognize Him as Messiah when He visited them. For instance,

Dcuteronomg 28:64 says God would...

«...scatter thee among all Pcople, from the one end of the earth even unto
the other...” -Deuteronomy 28:64

Predictions like this one are sPoken of in a number of Places throughout
the Old Testament. From the passage wejust read, it’s clear that the
disl:)ersion would be g@, as God had Promised to scatter them from one
end of the earth to the other. Although the nation was somewhat scattered

during the Assgrian and E)abglonian invasions in which many were brought

caPtive into those lands, these events were only a local dispersion and

cannot act as the ultimate fulfillment of these prophecies describing a

worldwide dispersion.
These Prophecies of worldwide disPersion clearlg find fulfillment in the

events of 70 A.D. and Fo”owing. At this Point in time, God brought

disciplinc upon unbelieving Israel through the invasion of the Roman
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general Titus \/esPasian) whose armies would level Jerusalem and the
TemPlc in order to que” Jewish uPrisings of the late 60’s A.D. Duringthis
time, many Jews were killed or sold into slaverg and removed from the land.
Then, during the 130’s A.D., the Bar Kokhba revolt would result in most of
the remaining Jewish Population of Judea being killed, sold into Foreign
slavery, or forced to flee the land. The area of Jerusalem was renamed
Aclia CaPitolina by the Romans. For the last two thousand years, the Jews
have found themselves in this worldwide disPersion without a home country
— this disPersion referred to as the DiasPora — exactlg as Predicted by
God through the writings of Moses in Deuteronomy, and in many other

PlaCCS.

Butjust as Israel’s disciplinarg disPersion IS Prophcsied in the Old
Testament, so is her eventual restoration. As we alreadg stated, the Bible

sPcciﬁcany Predicts two worldwide regatherings for national Israel. First,

there would be a regathering in unbelief when Israel returns to part of her
original land Promise —areturnin Preparation for the eventualjudgment of
the Tribulation, through which the nation will be brought to faith. But this
regathering will be followed bg another future regathering in faith, after the
disciplinc of the Tribulation leads the Jewish remnant to cry out unto Christ
in their time of trouble - Prom]:)ting His response. After He returns to save
this righteous remnant and destrog their enemies, He will then rcgathcr the
outcasts of Israel and bring them back to the land in Preparation for
blessings in the Kingdom Age. In this final regathering, Israel will be restored
not onlg to part of her land, but to all of her land, according to the original
boundaries Promised 139 God to the Patriarchs and reiterated to Joshua in
the Old Testament (Genesis 15:18 and Joshua 1:4). These boundaries have
never yet been tota”g under Israel’s control, but theg will be in this future

Kingclom Agc.
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But here’s a keg Point to recognize: we know that there are %Iq two
worldwide regatherings of Israel, and that this second and final one will
occur after the Tribulation Prior to the beginning of the Millennial Kingdom.
We learn all of this from Isaiah 11:11-12....

“And it shall come to pass in that ciag, that the Lord shall set his hand again

the second time to recover the remnant of his people, which shall be leFt,

from Assgria, and from Egﬂpt, and from Pathros, and from Cush, and from
Elam, and from Shinar, and from Hamath, and from the islands of the sea.
And he shall set up an ensign for the nations, and shall assemble the

outcasts of lsrael, and gather together the dispersed of Judah from the

four corners of the earth.”
Isaiah 11:11-12

The setting of this passage s clearly eschatological, reFerring to the final
regathering in faith after the Tribulation as the Millennial Kingdom s being
established. Verses 1-5 of this chapter describe the Second Coming of
Christ injudgment to rule the earth. Verses 6-9 Aepict the Peacepul
conditions of restoration under the New Covenant, and Verse 10 introduces
Israel’s national repentance and return to their true Messiah. Verses 11-12
(which WCJUSt read) continue this theme, helPing us understand the context
of this final worldwide end-time regathering. You will see this clearly in the

other Para”el passages we will examine further ahead.
But let’s recognize the imPortant marker given tous in Verse Il — the Phrase

“the second time.” In light of what wejust discussed, it becomes clear that if

this final worldwide regathering is the “second one,” then that means there
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was an earlier worldwide rcgathcring — “the first one”. The Hebrew-

Christian scholar Arnold Fruchtenbaum explains this further. ..

“(Isaiah) is sPeaking of the final worldwide regathering in faith in
Prcparation for !:)lcssing. Isaiah numbers the final worldwide gathering in
faith in Preparation for the Messianic Kingdom as the second one. In other
Words, the last one is onlg the second one. f the last one is the second one,
how many can there be before that? Onlg one. The first one could not have
been the return from E)abylon since that was not an international
regathering from the four corners of the World, onlg a migration from one
country (Babglonia) to another (Judea). The Bible does not allow for
several worldwide regatherings in unbelief; it allows for one worldwide
regathering in unbelief, followed }39 the last one, the one in faith, which is
the second one. This text onlg Permits two worldwide regatherings from the

four corners of the earth.”

Let’s take note that this “second time” regathering as a time of repentance
indicates that national Israel must have existed in a state of unbelief Prior to
this (cf. Zechariah 12:10-14; 144, Romans 11:25-27). if this was not the case,
then there would be nothing for Israel to rePent of. Theregore) the “first
time” regathering must be identified as taking Place before this, in which
Israel has been regathered to the Land in unbelief. If there are only two
regatherings, then this “first time” regathering of the Jews to the Land of
Israel must be the modern one we've witnessed over the Past hundred years

or so — and it certainly has been a return in unbelief.
Y

Further yet, since the Bible describes Israel dwe”ing “in the land”

throughout the end-times, and if there are onlg two regatherings, then
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there cannot be another dispersion before the future “second time”

regathering. Logica“g then, this requires that the modern State of Israel will
remain in Possession of the Land Perpe’cua”g from now until the fulfillment

of end time Prophecy. Otherwise, there would be more than two worldwide
regatherings.

Although this first rcgathering has alreadg been occurring within modern
times, of course, we can also understand that many Jewish People will
remain scattered among the nations awaiting this future “second time”
regathering) according to Prophecg. In other Words, there have to be Jews
still in worldwide Diaspora who do not return during the first regathering, in
order for a final worldwide regathering to occur later on. Another way of
Put’cing it is there must be Jews both living in Israel and living in the
worldwide Diaspora among the nations throughout the end-times. That of
course, is what we see currentlg taking Place. The first regathering has
been gradual and Partial. The final rcgathcring will be a full rcgathcring of

all remnant Jews, and seems to be more of an immediate event.

So, the logical conclusion of all of this then requires us to accept that the
modern return of Israel to the Land (even in a state of unbelieP) is a divinelg

ordained event, and therefore the modern State of Israel must be part of

God’s prophctic program. Fruchtenbaum arrives at the same conclusion.

After his explanation, which wejust read, he then concludes. ..

“Therefore, the present Jewish state is relevant to Bible Prophccg.”

And so, from this kcy passage in Isaiah 11 that tells us of this second and

final regathering, we can rccognize the Iogical conclusion we are brought to:

the modern State of Israel is prophetica”u signiﬁcant.
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Let’s now examine a number of the Biblical passages that Prophe’cica“g
detail these two worldwide regatherings of Israel. As we examine each, you

will begin to see this concePt more clearlg.

Let’s begin bg examining Israel’s 15t or initial worldwide gathering — which we
will see is the modcm~dag regathcring we’ve been witnessing over the past
hundred years or so. Numerous passages appear to speak of this initial
regathering in unbelief Prior to the Tribulation Periocﬂ. One of the clearest
examples is found in Zephaniah 2...

“Gather uourselvcs together, yea, gather togcther, O nation not Acsired;
Before the decree bring Forth, before the dag pass as the chag, before
the fierce anger of the Lord come upon you, before the dau of the Lord’s

anger come upon you.”
~Zephaniah 2:1-2

This passage shows us a regathering of the nation clearlg described as
taking Place @ the outPouring of God’s disciplinc upon Israel in the
Tribulation - hclping us to recognize this as beinga Ist Regathering
passage. As we continue to go through these examplcs, it will become clear
that there is one rcgathcringm to the Tribulation and one dircctly after
the Tribulation, as the Millennial Kingdom IS being introduced.

It is also evident that when this 15t Regathering takes Place) the nation is still

in unbelief since theg’re described as a “nation not desired” (Verse 1), or as
the NASB puts it, a “nation without shame.” Clearlg, this indicates that theg
haven’t yet rel:)ente&, and are in unbelief at the time of this regathering. For

this reason, theg are threatened Withjudgmcnt when the Tribulation arrives
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(as we see in Verses 2-3). ThereFore, this passage unmistakablg shows a
regathering of the nation in unbelief Prior to the Tribulation — through
which they will be brought to national rePentance and have their shame

removecl .

But further 9et, we should also note the contrast Presented one chaP’ter
later in Zephaniah 311, which sPeaks of the later Millennial Kingdom, saying,
“In that dag shalt thou not be ashamed for all thg doings.” This further
clarifies for us that this regathering in Zephaniah ChaPter 2 was the

regathering in unbelief Prior to the cliscipline that would lead to their
repentance and the removal of their shame. So, this first regathering Is a
regathering in unbelief in Preparation for thejudgment and discil:)line of the
Tribulation.

This is just the first examPle) and we alreadg see how clearlg Biblical itis
that Israel will be regathered first in a state of unbelief — which refutes the
arguments of those who oppose the modern State of Israel on the basis of
it being formed in unbelief. Unbelieving Israel is part of God’s Plan
according to these Scril:)tures! This is part of the process Wherebg God will
bring them into faith. Before theg can be brought to faith, they of course
will be in a state of unbelief. Their unbelief does not mean God isn’t Working
to move them to a state of faith. This is exactlg what we, as saved Christians
also experienced. Before we came to faith, God was moving in our lives to
draw us to Him in faith. And so, it should not be difficult to understand this

same concept at work in the case of national Israel.
But let’s continue on to examine a second examPle. Another incredible

Portragal of unbelieving Israel’s initial regathering Forjudgment is found in
Ezekiel ChaPter 22...

93



“And the word of the Lord came unto me, saging,

Son of man, the house of Israel is to me become dross: all theg are brass,
and tin, and iron, and lead, in the midst of the furnace; theg are even the
dross of silver.

Therefore thus saith the Lord God; Because yeare all become dross,

behold, therefore 1 will gather you into the midst of Jerusalem.

As theu gather silver, and brass, and iron, and lead, and tin, into the midst

of the gurnace, to blow the fire upon it, to melt it; sO will lgather you in mine

anger and in my Furu, and | will leave you there, and melt you.

Yea, | will gather you, and blow upon you in the fire of my Wrath, and ye
shall be melted in the midst therof.
As silver is melted in the midst of the gurnace, so shall ye be melted in the

midst thereog; and ye shall know that I the Lord have poured out my guru
upon you.” ~Ezekiel 22:17-22

Some have incorrec’clg attributed the fulfillment of this Prophecg to the
historical return of the Jews from Babglonian Captivitg around 538 B.C.
But instead, a careful reading of the context of this passage forces us to
the conclusion that this Prophetic regathering IS sPeaking of the current
regathering we’ve witnessed in the modern State of Israel over the past

hundred 9ears or so.

For examplc, this can be seen in the fact that the return around 538 B.C.
was in belief, not unbelief, and was in restoration, notju&gment. Ezra

1:5 makes it clear that those 49,897 Jews that Participated in the return from
Babglon were those “whose spirit God had stirred to goup and rebuild the
house of the Lord which is in Jerusalem.” However, in this passage in
Ezekiel, it’s stated that the Lord will gather them in “anger” and “wrath” and
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will “Pour out His wrath” on them. The purpose of tnisjuclgment, described
139 the imagery of smelting metal in a furnace or a Foundry, is to bring Israel
to national repentance and regeneration, as seen in the words “you will
know that I am the Lord” (Verse 17, cf. Verse 22). In other words, at the time
of this regathering, the nation was in rebellion and unbelief. But through
God’s disciplinc of Fierg wrath andjudgmcnt (here described as a furnace),
thcg will be brought to faith.

S0, we clearlg see that this is a return in unbelief Prior to a time of God’s
wrath being Poured out upon Israel. This future Perio& of wrath clearlg
refers most spcciiicaug to the last half of the Tribulation (the Great
Tribulation). This is the time of the consummation of the outPouring of
God’s wrath and indignation described throughout the Old and New
Testaments. It is the time of unl:)ara”ele& distress for national 1srael, which
Jeremiah 307 describes as beinga time unlike any other, ca“ing it the “time

of Jacob’s trouble.”

It’s at this time that the invasion of Jerusalem bg the international armies of
the Antichrist will take Place (Revelation 11:2; Zechariah 12:2-3, 9; 14:23), and
there will be a battle for the city in which half of its Jewish Population will be
exiled and the rest will remain in a condition of siege (chnariah 14:2). As a
result of this Puri@ing exPerience (cf. Zechariah 13:1), many Jews in

Jerusalem wi”join in the national rePentance of Israel (chnariah 12:10-14).
And so, going back to Ezekiel 22, we can see how it can be identified as

icturing the 15t or Initial Regathering of Israel in unbelief in preparation for
P S e S prep
this time of discipline &uring the Tribulation.
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In addition to these clear and spcciﬂc passages, there are also loads of
other passages that clePict the Jews inhabi’ting Jerusalem around the time
of the beginning of the Day of the Lord. The Prophetic corpus of
ScriPture takes this for grantcd. Whg is this signhcicant to our current
discussion? It’s signhcicant because the entire context of end-times events
focuses around an unrepentant Israel in the land being cast into the
disciplinc of the Tribulation. This entire context logicallg requires an initial

regathering in unbelief.

In other words, since we know theg were dispersed out of the land in 70
A.D. and Fo“owing, how could thcy be described as being in the land in
these end-times passages, which we know take Place before the final

regathering that takes Place after the Second Coming? It logica”u implics

an initial regathering phase prior to all of this while thcu are still in a state of

rebellion.

So, to summarize, we have seen from Isaiah 11:11-12 that there can onlg be two
worldwide regatherings of 1srael. The next several passages we looked at
(Zel:)haniah 2:1-2 and Ezekiel 22:17-22) Clearlg depict the 1ot Regathcring~ a
regathering of the nation of Israel in unbelief Prior to the Tribulation,
through which the nation will be brought to repentance. Therefore, if we
have witnessed the Jews bcing regathered to the land of 1srael for the first
time in historg since their worldwide disPersion among the nations, returning
in unbelief to form the modern secular State of lsracl,just as these texts
have Predictcd, how can we not say that the modern State of Israel is

Prophetica”g signi{:icant?

Let’s now begin to examine some of the numerous 2 Regathering

passages found in ScriPture. The far more Freciuent mentions of Israel
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bcing regathered do refer to her 27 and Final Regathering after the end of
the Tribulation in Preparation for entering the Millennial Kingdom. We will
find that this final regathering of the Jews around the time of the Second
Coming of the Messiah is one of the most talked-about events in all of Bible
Prophecg. Let’s go over a handful of them, beginning as earlg as

Dcuteronomg.

Inthe Fo”owing passage from Deuteronomy 50, this entire panorama of
Prophecg is revealed, showing us that Israel would disobeg the Mosaic
Covenant beinggiven to them (ultimatelg 139 rcjecting the Messiah it was
dcsignecl to lead them towards). Thcg would then be scattered globa”g
among the nations. But in the end, thcg would ultimatelg repent, and God
would regather them in faith. He would then fulfill for them the Promises of
His unconditional covenants — one of which beinga total Phgsical fulfillment
of their Possession of the Promised Land from the River of Eggpt to the
Euphrates River (Gen. 15:18). Theg will possess the entire thing, notjust
parts of it. As we find out further, Israel will also receive sPiritual
restoration under the New Covenant at this time, although this final
covenant wouldn’t be revealed until the later Prophets — mainlg Jeremiah,
Ezekiel, and Joel. Amazinglg, the entire canvas of this Prophetic Portrait s
detailed all the way back in Deuteronomy, 139 Moses! Let’s read...

“And it shall come to pass, when all these things are come upon thee, the
blessing and the curse, which I have set before thee, and thou shalt call
them to mind among all the nations, whither the Lord thu God hath driven
thee,

And shalt return unto the Lord thg God, and shalt obeg his voice according
to all that | command thee this clag, thou and thg children, with all thine
heart, and with all thg soul;
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That then the Lord thu God will turn thu cap’ciVitu, and have compaSSion
upon thee and will return and gather thee From all the nations, Whither

thc | ord thu God hath scattered thee.

it any of thine be driven out unto the outmost parts of heaven from thence
will the Lord thu God gatiier tl"lCC and from thence will he fetch thee:

And the Lord thu God will bring thee into the land which thu fathers
Possessed, and thou shalt possess it; and he will do thee good) and

multiply thee above thy fathers.

And the Lord thg God will circumcise thine heart, and the heart of thg seed,
to love the Lord thg God with all thine heart) and with all thg soul, that thou
magest live.” ~Deuteronom9 30:1-6

We know this refers to the final regathering because Verse 2 describes a
worldwide regatiiering in the context of the Jews turning back to God - or
in other words, in repentance, Fina“y acknowledging Christ as their true
Messiah. Obviously, that was not the setting of the 1t worldwide
regathering in the 1900’s. Furthermore, it describes a return from the
uttermost Parts of hcaven, which clearly refers to a global regathering,
eliminating any Possibility that this could refer to the Babglonian caPtivitg.
And further yet, Verse 6 (regerririg to circumcision of the heart, etc.) is a
clear rchrerice to the New Covenant later described in the Prophets (ci.

Rom. 2:29), which Israel as a nation will receive in the Millennium.

Let’s ook at another passage that describes this final regatiiering. _this
one bcing found in Isaiah Chapter 43, ..

“Fear not: for | am with thee: | will bring thy seed from the east, and gather

thee from the west;
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 will say to the north Give up; and to the south Keep not back: brmg my

sons from Far and my daughters from the ends of the earth

Even every one that is called bg my name: for 1 have created him for my
glorg, I have formed him; yea, | have made him.”
-Isaiah 4%:5-7

Again, this passage quite clearlg refers to the final regathering, as the
Prcvious chapter (Chapter 42) describes the Tribulation in Verses 15-16,
and the context of Chal:)ter 43 involves the ultimate redemption and
restoration of Israel — events that have no immediate connection to the
modern—-dag regathering. We can also see this as an obvious worldwide
regathering) as the passage is clear in its reference to the four cardinal
directions — east, west, north, south, ca”ing ita regathering “from the ends
of the earth”.

Another imPortant “final regathering” passage is found in Isaiah Chap’cer
27...

“In that dag from the river Euphratcs to the Brook of Egypt the Lord will
thresh out the grain, and you will be glcanecl one bu one, O people of

Israel. And in that cﬂau a grcat trumpet will be blown, and those who were

lost in the land of Assgria and those who were driven out to the land of
Egljpt will come and worshil:) the Lord on the holg mountain at Jerusalem.”
-Isaiah 27:12-1% (ESV)

We can see that the 27 national regathering of Israel is accompanied bg the

blowing of a “great trumPet.” Although this passage onlg makes sPcciFic
mention of Jews being rcgathcred from Assgria and ESHPt) there are a
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number of clues that Positively identhcg this passage as a reference to the

end-times, and therefore, the 2n and Final Regathering.

First, there is the double mention of “in that dag,” which genera”g refers to
the cschatological Day of the Lord, which more broacﬂlg encompasses the
Tribulation Pcrio&, but in the narrower sense, focuses speciﬁcany on the
dag of the Second Coming — the event that will occasion the 274 and Final
Regathering. Second, itis a regathering associated with faith rather than
unbelief, as we can see from the mention of them Worshipping the Lord on
the holy mountain at Jerusalem. And third, the sound of the great trumpct
is associated with the time of the Finaljudgment. There was no trumpet

associated with the modern regathering. This is an eschatological event.

We see this same concept described in Matthew 24 as we“, as Jesus states
that at the blowing of a great trumpet, People would witness His return and
His angels would gathcr the elect (this bcing the 2nd Regathering of Israel —
the righteous remnant who had survived the Tribulation and turned to faith
in Christ as Messiah). Theg will be regathered and brought to Jerusalem in
Prcparation for blessings in the Millennial Kingdom.

Furthermore, Matthew 24 also gjves the same “directional” Ianguage as
many of the rcgathcring passages we've alreadg read, which allude to the
four cardinal directions — north, south, east, and west. Let’s review this
Para”el Matthew 24 passage in order to see the obvious languagc that
Places this event after the Tribulation at the Second Coming of Christ...

“lmmcdiatelg after the tribulation of those days shall the sun be darkened,
and the moon shall not givc her light) and the stars shall fall from heaven,

and the powers of the heavens shall be shaken:

100



And ti"lﬁ shall appear the sign of the Son of man in heaven: and then shall
all the tribes of the earth mourn, and theg shall see the Son of man coming

in the clouds of heaven with power and great glorg.

And he shall send his angels with a great sound of a trumpet, and theg shall
gather togcther his elect from the four Winds, from one end of heaven to
the other.” ~-Matthew 24:29-%]

So, we clearlg see the same Ianguage that was used in the last several Old
Testament passages that also describe this final regathering of Israel — a
great trumpet blast, and a worldwide regathering o1c the elect (or lsracl)
from the four cardinal directions. And when will this final regathering occur?
“lmmcdiatclg after the Tribulation... and then shall appear the sign of the
Son of man in heaven...” The Son of man (or Christ) returns, and thﬂ the

regatherin g Occurs.

Many People often mistake this statement of Jesus in Matthew 24 as
regcrring to the raPture of the church. But hcgou know your Old Testament
and understand the concept of the two rcgathcrings of lsrael, it should be
easy to recognize that this passage in Matthew 24 is sPeaking of Israel’s 2d
and Final Regathcring in faith after bcing brought to repentance through
the divine disciplinc of the Tribulation. Theg at this time will be led into the
Millennial Kingdom Promiscd to Israel throughout the Old Testament.

Another passage — Ezekiel 20:53-38, describes a Futurejuclgment of
national Israel (duringthe Tribulation) that will lead a remnant of Israel to

national rcpentance and restoration — in connection with a regathcring.

“As I live, saith the Lord God, surelg with a mightg hand, and with a

stretched out arm, and with Furu poured out, will I rule over you:
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And 1 will bring you out from the people, and will gathcr you out of the

countries wherein ye are scattered, with a mightg hand, and with a

stretched out arm, and with Furu Poured out.

And 1 will bringgou into the wilderness of the Peoplc, and there will 1 Plead
with you face to face.

Like as | Pleadcd with your fathers in the wilderness of the land of Eggpt,
so will | Plead with you, saith the Lord God.

And 1 will cause you to pass under the rod, and 1 will bring you into the bond

01(: thc covenant:

And 1 will purge out from among you the rcbels, and them that transgrcss
against me: | will bring them forth out of the country where theg sojourn,
and theg shall not enter into the land of Israel: and ye shall know that | am
the Lord.” -Ezekiel 20:33%-38

S0, we can see that the Lord will regather Israel in connection with the
outpouring of His Furg and wrath (the Tribulation), Purging the rebels from
the Pcople (Zechariah 15:8 says two thirds of the Jews will Perish at this
time) . He will then bringa repentant remnant into the bond of the New
Covenant and will rule over them during the Kingdom Age. We see this same
sequence being repcated throughout the Bible, when sPeaking of these

events.
These same Prophetic themes are further detailed in Jeremiah Al...

“For thus saith the Lord; Sing with gladness for Jacob, and shout among
the chief of the nations: Publish ye, Praise ye, and say, O Lord, save thg

Peoplc, the remnant of Israel.
BCHOH,  will bring them from the north country, and gather them from the
coasts of the earth, and with them the blind and the lame, the woman with
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child and her that travaileth with child together: a great company shall
return thither.
Theg shall come with Weeping, and with supplications will 1 lead them: 1 will

cause them to walk bg the rivers of waters in a straight way, wherein theg
shall not stumble: for 1 am a father to Israel, and Ephraim is my firstborn.
Hear the word of the Lord, O ye nations, and declare it in the isles afar off,
and say, He that scattered Israel will gathcr him, and kecp him, as a
shepherd doth his flock.

For the Lord hath redeemed Jacob, and ransomed him from the hand of
him that was stronger than he.” -Jeremiah 31.7-11

We can clcarlg see that this is a worldwide regathcring, as it references the
north countrg and the coasts of the earth. We also see that this is a clear
regathering in faith, as theg are described as the righteous remnant

returning with much weeping and suPPlica’tions, or repentant prayers.

Later in this same chapter, we’re shown the Prol:)hetic Promise of the
outpouring of the New Covenant upon Israel. After God describes the 2nd
and Final Regathcring of Israel at length, He then introduces the Promise of
a New Covenant in Verses 31-34. So, the context is that Israel will receive
this New Covenant after their 2" and Final Regathering. We know this takes
Place as the Kingdom Age is established. Verses 31-34 say...

“Behold, the dags come, saith the Lord, that I will make a new covenant with
the house of lsrael, and with the house of Judah:

Not according to the covenant that | made with their fathers in the dag that |
took them 139 the hand to bring them out of the land of Egﬂpt; which my
covenant theg brake, although [ was an husband unto them, saith the Lord:
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But this shall be the covenant that | will make with the house of lsrael; After
those days, saith the Lord, | will put my law in their inward parts, and write it
in their hearts; and will be their God, and thcu shall be my people.

And theg shall teach no more every man his neighbour, and every man his

brother, saging, Know the Lord: for theg shall all know me, from the least of
them unto the greatest of them, saith the Lord: for 1 will Forgive their
iniquitg, and I will remember their sin no more.”

~Jeremiah 31:31-34

God would continue to give more details about this through the insPircd
insights of other Prophets. For instance, we see that Ezekiel Chal:)ter 36
also Prophesies of the worldwide regathering of Israel in Prcparation for

receiving this New Covenant. ..

“For | will take you from among the heathen, and gathcr you out of all

countries, and will bring you into your own land.

Then will 1 sprinkle clean water upon you, and ye shall be clean: from all
your filthiness, and from all your idols, will 1 cleanse you.

A new heart also will lgive you, and a new spirit will 1 put within you: and | will

take away the stony heart out of your Hesh, and | will give you an heart of
flesh.

And 1 will put my spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my statutes, and

ye shall keep my 1udgmcnts and do them.

And ye sha” dwe” in the land that | gave to your Fathcrs and ye shall be my

Peoplc, and 1 will be your God.”
~Ezekiel 36:24-28

Again, the ultimate redemption and spiritual restoration of Israel in the

Millennial Kingdom is the clear context of this passage, helping us to
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understand that this Prophccy sPeakS of the regathering that occurs Prior
to it. Let’s notice how this rcgathering imPlies a newly repentant Israel, as is
a requiremcnt for the outpouring of the New Covenant. ScriPturC tells us
that God will not pour out the New Covenant upon an unrePentant nation —
but will pour it out upon the repcntant remnant when they are regathercd

at Christ’s SCCOHCI Coming (as a” OF tl"lC othcr VErses clearly agree) .

And so, the Prophe’cic timeline laid out in Scripturc is consistent and clear.
When we understand the concePt of the two worldwide regatherings of the
nation of Israel, their signhcicance in God’s future program becomes
abundantlg clear. We get all of this straight from the actual and literal
meanings of the words of Scripturc — we did not have to change or
a“egorize angthing in order to insert a new meaning,. But most imPortant to
the sukject of this studg is the obvious fact that when we let the text of

ScriPture speak for itself, we can onlg conclude that modern Israel is

prophetica”u signi{:icant.

So Far, we have alreaclg demonstrated from ScriPturC that Israel’s 1°
worldwide regathering in unbelief must be the modern regathering in the
current State of Israel. But in order to recognize the realitg ogjust how
much modern Israel rea”g Is a part of God’s Plan, we need to now focus on
several characteristics of this regathering that helP us see this with Precise
detalil. S0, we will shift our focus back to the 1 Regathering that we have

witnessed in recent times involving the modern Jewish State. ..

1. lsraels 15t worldwide regathering will be through persecution and

for iudement:
=5
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A keg Prophetic aspect that we need to be aware of regarding the
current State of Israel and Israel’s Present~dag regathering has to do
with the way in which this regathering has occurred. The Bible even
gives us the speciﬁcs regarding the stimulus for this regathering. It
tells us that theg will be regathered through the means of being
“fished” and “hunted” — or in other words, through Persecution. This

is outlined for us in Jeremiah 16:15-16. ..

“But, The Lord liveth, that brought up the children of Israel from the
land of the north, and from all the lands whither he had driven them:
and I will bring them again into their land that | gave unto their fathers.
BehoH, | will send for many fishers (or Fishermen), saith the Lord,
and theu shall fish them; and after will 1 send for many hunters, and
theu shall hunt them from every mountain, and from every hi”, and out
of the holes of the rocks.” ~-Jeremiah 16:15-16

Jeremiah Predicts a worldwide regathering of the Jewish PeoPle to
the Land of Israel through the means of Persecution. In Verse 16, this
means of Persecution s metaphoricaug described as involving
“fishermen” and “hunters” whose actions will essentia”g chase the
Jewish PeoPle back to their land. These pursuers, said to be sent by
God, have been used to force the Jewish People to return back to
their Land in Prel:)aration for the events onchgment that will result in

their final restoration.

Let’s list several ways we see this method at work in the regathering
of the Jews to the land. ..
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- Tl"lC modem historg oi: lsraei reveals that Persecution has been

the leaciing cause of the Jewish return to the Land.

- Inthe late 19th and earig 20t centuries, economic Persecution in
Eastern EuroPe motivated the creation of the Zionist

Movement.

- During the Second World War, the attemPted genocide of Jews
during the Nazi holocaust encouraged international sgmpathg
for the Jewish Plight and led to the creation of the State of

Israel.

- The Arab-Israel war of 1948-49 then forced Jews to leave Arab
lands. Later Russian Persecution forced over a million Jews to

immigrate to Israel.

- Overthe course of the first Fii:tg years of its reemergence as a
nation, Israel has had to Fight five mz%jor wars with its Arab
neighbors for its survival. In addition, Israel has been forced to
wage an on~going war of attrition with the Paiestinians, that
during recent times has resulted in a growing hostilitg in the
international community towards them, Provokinga renewed

anti-Semitism tiiroughout the world.

So, inthe past hundred years or so, we've witnessed the conditions

through which these “fishermen” and “hunters” continue to drive
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otherwise coml:)lacent Jews from the DiasPora to find safe haven in
their ancient homeland. And so, our conclusion is simple: if this
modern historg of events has occurred exactlg as the Biblical
Prophetic texts have Predictecl) how can we not say that the modern
State of Israel is Prophctica”g signi{:icant?

. Israel will be regatherecl to the land in stages:

It is often okjected that the modern return of the Jewish People has
been onlg Partial (meaning it has included onlg part of the Jewish
Peoplc returning to onlg part of the land). In addition, some also
objcct bg saying the return is secular, and not sPiritual in nature.
However, we should understand that these okjections are invalidated

139 ScriPture.

Itis a misconception that all of the Jewish Peoplc would return to the
land immediatclg, all at once, when the process of national
regathering began. It's also a misconception that the regathering
would be onlg sPiritual in nature. As we have noted, the Bible
Prophetica”g reveals that the regathering would be in two stages —
one regathering before the Tribulation and one before the
Millennium. In Ezekiel Chapter 37, the Prophct is shown a vision of
how Israel would be restored, using the imagery of a va”eg of &ry
bones (drg bones rcmcerring to Israel’s state of Phgsical and sPiritual
deadness). This account of Israel’s restoration depicts a Progrcssion
from the Physical to the sPiritual. As Pro{:essor and author Michael
Rg&elnik notes...
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“The bones come to life in stages: first sinews on the bones, then
flesh, then skin, and Fina”g, breath of life (Ezekiel 37:6-10). Then God
told Ezekiel that ‘these bones are the whole house of Israel’ (Verse 11)
and their restoration is a Picture of the way God will bring them ‘back
to the Land of Israel (Verse 12).”

As with the Prcvious chap’cer of Ezekiel (36:24-28), the Pattern of

successive stages in the process of restoration is first a phusical
1]

regathering to the Iand, followed bu a spiritual regathering to the

Lord. If this 1t Regathcring IS 1N sPiritual unbelief, then it should be
expcctcA to be a secular and Poli’cical movement, as is the modern
Zionist movement that led to the establishment of the secular Jewish

State.

Additiona”g, we would tota“g expect that the lack of a sPiritual
motive to return to the land would Produce onlg a Partial Phgsical
return from the Diaspora, that is, mostlg among Jews in lands
expcriencing Persecution and forced exile, as the majoritg of Jewish
immigrants to Israel have cxPerienccd. This would leave the remainder
of Jews outside the land to cxPericncc the 2nd Regathering after the
Tribulation. However, even the limited extent of this 1t Regathering
can be said to be geographica”g from “the four corners of the earth”
in Pcr{:ect harmong with the Prophesicd worldwide pattern of return.
The 2nd Regathering, then, which would follow a time of worldwide
Jewish Persecution in the Tribulation will result not onlg in Israel’s
seeking of Phgsical deliverance but also sPiritual deliverance duringa

time of national rel:)entancc (Luke 21:25-28).
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TnereFore,just as the global Jewish dispersion occurred in successive
stages over time (722 5.C., 586 B.C., 7O AD., the 30’s A.D., etc)), so
the Jewish regatnering can be seen to occur in two stages — modern
and future (before the Tribulation, e.g. 1897, 1948, 1967, and then
after the end of the Tribulation). And so, our conclusion is simPle: if
the regathering is in stages, and the 1t Regatnering of the Jewish
Peoplc to their land is the modern regathering, then how can we not

say that the modern State of Israel is Prophetica”g signhcicant?

. Modern Israel para”cls the Israel predicted to exist during the end-

times:

In order for the Propnetic texts concerning Israel to have a literal
fulfillment, Christians in the past who had a Premillennial or Futurist
orientation toward Bible Propnecg expec’ced that at some Point in

nistorg, the Fo”owing would occur...

- the Jewish people would have to return to their ancient
pPeop

nomclancﬂ) “the land of Israel’

- tncg would have to rcgain their national status as “the PCOPIC of

Israel”

- tncg would again be in an adversarial Position with the Gentile

nations
These conditions are all required by clear Propnecics descri]:)ing end-

times Israel in ScriPture. For instance, the Propnecg of Gog and
Magog in Ezekiel Cnapters 38-%9 describes these conditions for
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Israel. The text sPeciicicang states that its fulfillment “will come about
in the last dags” (Ezekiel 38:16). At this time “the Pcople of Israel” are
described as living in “the cities of Israel” in “the land of Israel”
(Ezekiel 38:14,18-19; 39:9) . Accordingto Ezekiel 57:25 this land is “the
land that | [God] gave to Jacob (Israel) My servant, in which your
fathers lived.” Ezekiel 38:8 also states that the Jewish Pcople who had
returned to the land had been “gathercd from many nations” (a
worldwide regathering).

DesPite the claims of some, the regathering of Jews from babglonian
Captivitg around 538 B.C. was from onlg one nation (Babglon) -
eliminating itasa Possible fulfillment of this Prophccg. Onlg in
modern times have we witnessed a worldwide regathering of Jews to

the land of 1srael from “many nations,” as rcquircd bg this Prol:)hecg.

Further 9et, many other Prophe’tic passages reveal that the Israel of
the end-times will have conditions Para“eling those currcntlg in
existence in the modern State. Daniel 9:27 depicts Israel being in the
land, bcing in Possession of the land, and living in the city of
Jerusalem when the 70th Week of Daniel (or the Tribulation) starts. 1t
also speaks of a “covenant” being made between the Jewish
leadership (rei:erred to as “the mang” in Verse 27) and a Foreign
leader (reicerred to as “the Prince that shall come” in Verse 26). of
course, in order for any covenant to be Icgitimate, both Parties must
be recognized entities that have the authoritg and power to fulfill the
terms of that covenant. Since this verse implics that the covenant
likelg has something to do with the restoration of the Temple and/or

the reinstitution of the sacrificial system, it is also understood that
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the Jewish leaders have control of the citg, qualhcging them as

Partners in this contract.

Matthew 2416 likewise implics that Jewish Law (speci{:icaug the
Sabbath) is being observed in the land, another factor that indicates
Jewish control of the citg, or at least freedom from any Forcign rule
that would restrict the free exercise of Jewish rcligious rituals. Todag,
the modern Jewish State fulfills all of these conditions, including
having sovereignty (whether Fu”y exercised or not) over Jerusalem
and the Temple Mount. And so, our conclusion is simple: if the
modern State of Israel Para”els the Israel of the end-times in Bible
Prophecg, then how can we not say that the modern State of Israel is
Prophetica”g signigicant?

After examining all of the evidence Prcsented throughout this section, our
overall conclusion is very simPIe: the creation of the modern Jewish State in
1948 has the Prol:)hetic signiﬁcance of bcgirming the process of the
regathering of 1srael from the nations (the 15t Regathering in unbelief in
Prcparation Forjudgment} that will be followed bﬂ afurther rcgathcring
(the 2nd Regathering in faith) after the Tribulation and in Preparation for
the time of Israel’s full Phgsical and sPiritual restoration in the Millennial
King&om. This is what a literal rcading of ScriPturC clearlg expresses, and it
aligns Pcmcectlg with what we can observe in real time, as the nation of Israel

has cmcrgecl back onto the world scene.

So then if modern Israel is Prophetica“g signi{:icant, and we know that
God’s Plan is to ultimatelg use this process to bring them to national
salvation, then it should be clear what the attitude of the bible~believing

Christian should be towards Israel as well as the Jewish People. Our
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viewPoint towards them should mirror the mind of God - He still loves them,
has Plans for their future, and ultimatelg will get them back! Our attitudes
as Christians should be in line with this.

In the next subsection, we will continue to exl:)lore a suPPorting Biblical
theme that aligns with this understanding, and will nelp us zoom out our
PersPective in order to Perceive the “big Picture” concerning the angelic

conflict over Israel.
~God’s Plan for Israel vs. Satan’s Plan for Israel:

Mang ScriPture passages allude to the constant warfare taking Place in the
sPiritual world all around us, but Paul gives us a good summary of this

mysterious reality in the ico”owing verse. ..

“For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against Principalities,
against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against

sPiritual wickedness in high Places.” ~EPhesians 6:12

anoughout this studg, we have examined God’s purposes for lsrael, God’s
Protection of Israel tnroughout historg, and God’s future Plans for Israel.
But there is another aspect of this that we need to recognize before
continuing on — one to which we've alluded throughout this studg. That
concept IS simplg this — if God’s Plan is to bless, use, and protect the nation
of 1srael, and fulfill all of His Promises to numanitg througn the nation of
lsrael, then what would be Satan’s Plan? of course, it would be the
oPPosite — to oppose and eradicate Israel. Based on the first several

sections of our studg, this should come as no surPrise to us.
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We are shown a glimpse of this angelic conflict in Daniel 12, in the way the
archangel Michael is Portragc& as bcing an angel that ﬁghts on behalf of

Israel.

“And at that time shall Michael stand up, the great Princc which standeth
for the children of thu Pcople: and there shall be a time of trouble) such as

never was since there was a nation even to that same time: and at that time
thy Peoplc shall be delivered, every one that shall be found written in the
book.” ~-Daniel 12:1

In Revelation Chap’cer 12, John gives us a Prophetic window into the
panorama of Satan’s attempts to destrog the nation of Israel. Let’s begin

139 looking at the first 5 verses of this chap’cer. ..

“And there aPPeared a great wonder in hcavcn; a woman clothed with the
sun, and the moon under her Feet, and upon her head a crown of twelve
stars:

And she bcing with child cried, travailing in birth, and Pained to be
delivered.

And there aPPcaer another wonder in heaven; and behold a grcat red
dragon, having seven heads and ten horns, and seven crowns upon his
heads.

And his tail drew the third part of the stars of hcavcn, and did cast them to
the earth: and the dragon stood before the woman which was rcad9 to be
delivered, for to devour her child as soon as it was born.

And she brought forth a man child, who was to rule all nations with a rod of
iron: and her child was caught up unto God, and to his throne.”
~Revelation 12:1-5
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By exercising some basic Bible stu&y intcrl:)rctivc techniqucs, we can easily

understand what the sgmbols within this Revelation 12 sign rePrcsent. ..
e The woman rePrescnts the nation of Israel (Rev. 12:1, Gen. 37:9-10).

In Joscph’s dream in Genesis 37, we’re given the key to undcrstanding
the Prophetic imagcrg of the woman. We’re told that the sun, moon,
and stars represent Israel (Jacob bcing the sun, his wife bcing the
moon, and his 11 sons Plus JOSCP!"I being the 12 tribes of Israel). So,
the woman rePrcsents Israel — which makes Pechct sense, as Israel

brings forth (or “births”) Christ.
e The great red dragon rePrcsents Satan (Rev. 12:3, 9).
This chapter Plainlg tells us that the dragon is Satan in Verse 9.

e The stars of heaven rePrcsent the fallen angcls (Rev. 12:7, Job 38:7,
Isa. 1412, Luke 10:18, Rev. 9:1).

The context involves Satan and his angels (Verse 7), and the Bible
repcatedlg refers to angcls bg ca”ing them stars.

o The male child rePresents the Lord Jesus (Rev. 12:5, Ps. 2:9, Acts 1:9,
Rev. ]:2_7, ]9:]5) .

The idcntitg of Jesus as the male child is clear to us from these

suPPorting passages we've listed.
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lLet’s explore this passage in more detail in order to recognize cxactlg what

15 happening in this chapter. ..

Verse 2 describes the woman (Israel) in travail, waiting to gjive birth to the
Christ child. This undoubtcdlg refers to the suxq:erings of the nation and
her troublesome and restless times at the First Coming of Christ. She was
even then sugering under not onlg thejudgment of the Prcvious
dcportations (see Matt. 1:11, 17) but also the hatred of satan through the
many Gentile nations that had overrun Israel in the centuries Ieading up to
Christ’s First Coming — the most current at the time being the Roman

occupation.

lmmediatclg Fo”owing the description of the woman in travail, another sign,
agreat red dragon, appears in heaven. The ultimate cause of all the anti-
Semitism in the world is the clragon’s hatred for Israel. The red dragon s
clearlg identified in Verse 9 and then also in Revelation 20:2 as none other
than Satan himself.

That the red dragon is called “great” points to the magnitude of Satan’s
s g P 2

power and activitg in the world. “Red” emphasizes his murderous and

bloodthirsty character and behavior throughout histor (cF. John 8:44).
Y 2 Y

The imagery of a “dragon” Pictures his ferocious and intcnselg cruel
nature. “Having seven heads and ten horns” relates him to the ten-nation
confederation of the system of the beast (Dan. 7:7-8 and Rev. 13:1). “Seven
crowns” sPeaks of his ruling power, but also his usurpeo power and

authoritg which he has and will have espccia”g in the last oags.
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In Verse 4, we read that his tail swept away a third of the stars of heaven,
like we said, Probably regcrring to one-third of the angcls who rebelled with
Satan and who became his chief emissaries in his Fight and hatred against
Israel and the purposes of God. So, Verse 4a seems to take us back to the
beginning, to Satan’s original fall; now Verse 4b skips thousands oggears
forward and takes us to the First Coming of Christ, and Satan’s efforts to
dcstroy Him as a child. ..

“And the dragon stood before the woman (Israel) who was about to give
birth ...» This refers to the way Satan, acting through Herod, attempted to
kill all the babg bogs of Judea agcd 2 years and under in order to kill the
baby Jesus (Matthew 2:1%-18) .

In between Satan’s fall and His attempts to destrog the Christ-child were
His numerous attempts to dcgcat God’s Purl:)oses through the seed oi: the

woman and esPcciang with the Jews.

e In Genesis 6, Satan attcmptcd to infiltrate the human gene Pool inan
effort to thwart the Prophecg of Genesis 3:15 — the Promise that the
serpent’s head would be crushed bg the seed of the woman (a

Messianic anticipation) )
e InGenesis 10 and 11, Satan instituted the pagan religious systems of
thc world Wl’]iCl"l came From the Babglonian cult sgstcm (that we

described at length earlier in this studg).

e Then through the rest of the Old Testament, Satan attempted over
and over to &ei:eat God’s Purposes with lsrael through thc actions oF
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Pharaoh, through the Canaanites, through Amalek, through Balaam

and Balak, etc., but alwags to no avail.

So, from the very beginning of humanitg, we can trace the attempts of
Satan to foil the Plans of God. And as it becomes clear that God will fulfill
His Plans through the nation of Israel, we can see Satan’s attempts begin to

focus on their destruction. But let’s continue with this chap’cer. ..

“And she gave birth to a son, a male child, who is to rule all the nations with
arod of Iron; and her child was caught up to God and to His throne.” Like
we said, this male child that the woman gjves birth to is Christ. The
reference to ruling with a rod of iron is a clear Messianic reference from
Psalm 2:9. 1t then spcaks of the child being “caught up to God and to His
throne.” These words take us from the birth of Christ to Christ’s ascension
— which 139 iml:)lication include the kcy events of the cross and the
resurrection which were both necessary for Christ to defeat Satan and rule
on the earth (cf. Heb. 2:14; Acts 17:20-31; John 16:10-11; 12:31-3%) . This is the
ProoF of Satan’s failure and of Satan’s certain ultimate defeat (cf. Rom.
16:20). As Genesis 3:14-15 anticipatcs, Satan bruised Christ’s heel (the
Paingul death of the crucifixion), but Christ crushed satan’s head through

dcath, resurrection, and ascension (cf. Col. 2:15).

Let’s now continue on in Revelation Chapter 12. In between where we left
off (Verse 5) and where we will Pick up (Verse 6), intervenes the age of the
church, the Potcntial £ap Period after the church and before the
Tribulation, and the first half of the Tribulation. In other words, we are
transported in time forward from the ascension of Christ in Verse 5to the
Great Tribulation in Verse 6, as the woman (Israel) flees to the wilderness to

escape the gurg o1c the dragon (oPerating through his man~og~the~hour)
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the Antichrist). So, let’s Pick up here at Verse 6 where we’ll witness a
sgnopsis of Satan’s closing act in his unsuccessful effort to eliminate

Israel ..

“And the woman fled into the Wilderness, where she hath a Place Preparcd
of God, that theg should feed her there a thousand two hundred and
threescore Aags.

And there was war in heaven: Michael and his angels Fought against the
dragon; and the clragon Fought and his angels)

And Prevailed not; neither was their Place found any more in heaven.

And the great &ragon was cast out, that old serpent, called the Devil, and
Satan, which deceiveth the whole world: he was cast out into the earth, and
his angels were cast out with him.

And I heard a loud voice saying in heaven, Now is come salvation, and
strength, and the kingdom of our God, and the power of his Christ: for the
accuser of our brethren is cast clown, which accused them before our God
dag and night.

And theg overcame him by the blood of the Lamb, and bg the word of their
testimong; and thcg loved not their lives unto the death.

Therefore rcjoice, ye heavens, and ye that dwell in them. Woe to the
inhabiters of the earth and of the sea! for the devil is come down unto you,
havinggreat Wrath, because he knoweth that he hath but a short time.
And when the dragon saw that he was cast unto the earth, he Persecuted
the woman which brought forth the man child.

And to the woman were gjiven two wings of a great eagle) that she might Hy
into the wilderness, into her Place) where she is nourished for a time, and
times, and half a time, from the face of the serpent.

And the schent cast out of his mouth water as a flood after the woman,

that he might cause her to be carried away of the flood.
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And the earth tielPed the woman, and the earth oPeneci her moutti, and
swallowed up the flood which the dragon cast out of his mouth.
And the dragon was wroth with the woman, and went to make war with the

remnant of her seed, which i<eeP the commandments of God) and have the
testimony of Jesus Christ.” -Revelation 12:6-17

Verse 6 begins with the woman tleeing into the wilderness during the last
half of the Tribulation where she will be under great Persecution for three
and a naitgears, or 1260 dags. But we mignt ask, “What is the Point of Verse
6 to the whole Picture thus far?”

The idea is this: since Satan failed to defeat Christ (wnicti is described
earlier in this ctiaPter) — and bg extension Christ’s church, he will then turn
in oragon—-like turg against the woman — Israel — and pour out his
vengeance upon her. Verses 15-17 give us the details of this Persecution, but
first, Verses 7-12 Point us to the immediate cause. Between Christ’s First
and Second Comings, the church of Jesus Christ is the Prominent tigure in
the Plan of God. But before the Tribulation begins, the church will be
raPtured out of the reach of satan — ieaving Israel to be the main subject of
his anger. In the middle of the Tribulation, somettiing will tiaPPen which will
create the greatest Jewish Persecution the world has ever known. This is
described for us as we continue in this ctiaPter, as we've read — and in it, we
can ciearlg see the angeiic conflict t)eing tougnt as Michael and his angels
tignt against Satan and his angels.

Aithougn we won’t examine the remainder of this passage in detail like we
did the first part, we can ciearlg recognize that in this cnaPter, we are gjven
a sort of Panoramic view of the angelic conflict and of the suPernaturai

forces of darkness at work since antiquitg and into the future. TI"IFOUgi"I this
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Prophetic glimpse, we can see how the nation of Israel has been the
Perpe’cual object of Satan’s hatred throughout history — and the worst is

36’5 to come.

We are also given a clear revelation of the ultimate cause and answer to the
Problem of anti-Semitism, which has shown itself to be a trans-generational
recurrence from the very beginning of Israel’s historg. This ultimate cause is
the Satanic dark-side of the supematural conflict, which is Pcrpetua“g
warring against the Plan of God. But it also brings out another astonishing
realitg that many overlook — the fact that according to Bible Prophecg, the
Second Coming of Christ cannot/will not haPPen until Israel turns to their
Messiah in rel:)entanccl Knowing this, Satan’s continual agen&a seems to be
the destruction and elimination of Israel in order to prevent the Second

Coming (Which includes his ultimate defeat) from taking Place.

We are shown this Prophetica”y in a number of Placcs in Scripturc. We will

£0 through several here in order to prove this Point. .

In Matthew 23, we find a recording of Jesus’ confrontation with the
Pharisees, as rePrcsentatives of the unbclieving nation of Israel during His
First Coming. Due to their unbelief and rejec’cion of Him as their Promiscd

Messiah, Jesus says...

“‘O Jerusalem, Jcrusalem, thou that killest the Prophets, and stonest them
which are sent unto thee, how often would 1 have gathcred thg children
together, even as a hen gathcreth her chickens under her Wings, and ye
would not!

BCHOH, your house is left unto you desolate.
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For| say unto you, Ye shall not see me hence{:orth, till ye shall say, Blessed
is he that cometh in the name of the Lord.”
~Matthew 2%:37-39

This Phrase “blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord” was a well-
known Messianic Phrase found in Psalm 118:26. The Jews were to Proclaim
this greeting when the Messiah arrived. But here, Jesus laments the
continual unbelieving nature of His Peoplc. He makes it clear that He was
sent unto them, and He would have gatherc& and brought them into His
Messianic Kingdom if theg were found in faith when He came. But because
thcg rejecte& Him, theg would have to endure a time of national desolation
until the time of the end. Jesus said theg wouldn’t see Him again until theg
cry out to Him, Finallg acknowlcdging Him as their Messiah. And at His
Second Coming, this time a righteous remnant will have cried out to Him in
faith, and will Proclaim this Messianic greeting when He comes. So, itis clear
that the Jewish remnant turning to Him in faithis a Preconclition to His
Second Coming. He will not return (“96 shall not see me henceforth”) m

thcg acknowlcdge Him with that Messianic greeting.

This is also sPoken quitc clcarlg in Old Testament Prophecg. In Hosea, we
read the Fo“owing. ..

“ will go and return to my Place, tl_” theg acknowlcdge their ogencc, and
seek my face: in their affliction theg will seek me earlg.”

—~Hosea 5:15

Note: The Hebrew word translated “early” in that passage actua”g means

“diligentlg” or “carncstlg” (shachar - Strong’s #H7836).
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This passage records God sPeaking in the first person, saying that He will
£0 and return to His Piace. First of all, this would make no sense i God had
never left His Place (heaven) — He couldn’t £0 back if He never left it. But
this makes Peri:ect sense in iigiit of the Incarnation, where God came to
earthina bodg as a genuine human. Through the manifestation of the Son,
Christ Jesus, God in flesh did come to earth. And He will one &ag return.
When? This verse tells us! He said He wouldn’t return “till” — or until theg
acimowiecige their offense (which was rejecting Him as their Messiah), and
seek God’s face. In other Words, He will not return until theg rePerit,
acimowiecige Him as their true Messiah, and Petition His return. So again,
the Jewish remnant turning to Christin faith is a Preconciition for His

Second Coming. It cannot take Place until this happens.

if we take these understandings back to the Revelation 12 passage, where
we see the dragon (or Satan) Pouring out his wrath against the woman
(lsraei) during the Tribulation, we can understand his motives. He knows
that Israel turning to Christin faithis a necessary Prerequisite for the
Second Coming to take Place. Therefore, in his mind, if he can destrog
Israel first, magbe he can prevent this Second Coming from taking Place —
and in so doing, prevent his uitimatejucigment.

Israel will face genuirie crisis ciuring this Period of Tribulation. The ProPhet
Zechariah foretold that two of every three inhabitants of Israel will Perish
during this time, with a remnant of onig one third of the Popula’tion being

saved .
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“And it shall come to pass, that in all the lan&, saith the Lord, two Parts
therein shall be cut off and die; but the third shall be left therein.

And 1 will bring the third Part through the Fire, and will refine them as silver is
reﬁned, and will try them as gold is tried: theu shall call on my name, and |

will hear them: 1 will say, Itis my People: and theg shall say, The Lord is my
God.” ~Zechariah 1%:8-9

But through this Pcriod of trouble, a remnant of Israel will come to faith in
Christ, which will bring to pass the Messiah’s Second Coming, God will use
Satan’s Plan to bring about the fulfillment of His own purposes for Israels
future sPiritual and Phgsical restoration in the Millennial King&om. But we
say all of this to bring out a very simple Pointz if this is true, then of course
Christians should support Israel! Israel’s future national repentance Is a
Prcrequisite for the Second Coming of Christ! What kind of Christian would
oppose this, knowing that it’s God’s Plan?

While the church will have been raPturcd well Prior to this, we will have the
Privilcge of returning with Christ at His Second Coming, Undcrstanding
this, what kind of Christian would not then root for Israel to turn to their
Messiah in order to bring this all about? What kind of Christian would
oppose Israel’s right to exist in their national homeland, knowing that this is

all Part of God’s Plan to bring them to rePentance?

At the Second Coming, Christ defeats His enemies and bringsjudgcment
against all wickedness, establishing His righteous rule on the earth — where
the church will rule and reign with Him. Again, what kind of Christian would
want to oppose this? To Ooppose itis to oppose God’s Plan as He has
clearlg laid it out in Scripture. And to oppose God’s Plan is to oppose God.
It rea”g is that simplc.
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In the end of it all, what we can understand from Bible Prophccg IS simple:
God’s Plan is to protect and promote Israel, while Satan’s Plan is to devour
and dcstrog Israel. So, which side of this angelic conflict do we want to be
on? That's what it rea”g comes down to, and answers the main question of
this stuclg. You need to recognize that the kind of Biblical hermeneutics you
embrace (a”egorism or literalism) will tota”g determine your attitude
towards lsrael, and dictate which side of this angelic conflict you will Place

3OU FSCH:.
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The Proper Attitude Of The Bible Be[ieving Christian

Towards Israel

As we bcgin this final section of our studg, let’s take a moment to review

W!"Iat we’ve Iearncd SO Far. -

We began our s’cudg with an in~depth look at God’s purposes for Israel, in
which we discussed the reasons Whg God chose Israel as a nation in the Old
Testament. We saw how after the Floo&, mankind began to exercise
rebellion against God, and began the building of the Tower of Babel in
Mcsopotamia. We saw how the pagan E)abglonian religious cult that was
occurring at Babel was then exPorted into every culture as the languages

were divided and each nation went their own way.

We then saw that because every nation had been corruPted by this sgstcm
of Babglonian false religion, then in order for God to export His Promised
Messianic blcssings of salvation to the world, He needed a new nation
uncorrupted bg this system. This was God’s purpose in creating lsrael, a
nation which at that Point in time, did not yet exist. Israel was the onlg
nation God Himself created indepcndent of the false religious system.

God would make a number of unconditional covenant Promises to Israel’s
forefathers — Abraham, Isaac, Jacob — and to their descendants. We are
told in Deuteronomg 431 that God will not g0 back on the covenants He
made with them. God would then use Israel as a mechanism to dcposit His
Holy Word, including the Promise of His Messianic Redeemer for all
mankind. It’s through these covenants and Promises made to lsracl, and
through the actions of this Jewish Messiah (Jesus Christ) that all of the
world is blessed bg Israel.
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But after time Passcd, even Israel began to go after false gods, a”owing the
system of Babglonian cult WOFSl’ﬂP into their societg, bringing with it the
judgments of God. However, desl:)ite all of their spiri’cual whorings after
false gods (in direct opposition to the purpose for their Founcling asa
nation) , God still said He would Forgive them, and that thcg would remain
forever as a nation in His sight. In Fact, the Prophet Jeremiah (in Jer. 31:35~

37) writes, te“ing us that as long as the sun, moon, and stars exist, the

nation of Israel will also exist. But even more sPechCicang, he tells us thatjust

as the heavens cannot be measured, He will not permanentlu cast off the

seed of lsrael, despite their failures.

This verse in Jeremiah singlehandedlg refutes the concept of Replacement
Theologg — the idea that the church has rcPlaced Israel in God’s Plan) and
that Israel has no national future in God’s Plan. Again, it clcarlg tells us that

unless you can measure the heavens, Israel will never be permancntlu cast
l

off based upon her spiritual failures. And as long as the sun, moon, and

stars are in existence, Israel will also exist as a special nation in God’s plan.

This is the Perpetual Promise of God, and it relates back the unconditional

Promiscs of the Abrahamic Covenant.

Even at the Peak of Israel’s aPostacg as recorded in the Old Testament,
God did not cast her off. To the contrary, it was at this time of the height of
their sPiritual idolatrg and Forsaking of God’s Old Covenant that He
actua“g ]:)egan to issue Prophccies through Israel’s Prophets (Jercmiah,
Ezekiel, Joel, and others) Promisinga future New Covenant and time in
which thcg would walk in His ways — that time bcing the Millennial Kingdom.
He begins to tell them of their eventual regathering in Prel:)aration to

receive this spiritual regeneration in this coming earthly Kingdom, outlining
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His Plan for their future as a nation. And so, throughout the Old
Testament Prophets, we can clcarlg see that God has a future Plan for

national Israel.

In the next Part of our studg, we thcnjogged thousands Oicgears of historg,
from the Assyrian EmPire to the present. In fulfillment of God’s
unconditional and everlas’cing covenant with Abraham, we were able to
witness how througii documented historg, those who bless Israel are
blesseci, but those who curse Israel are cursed. And SO, We can see this
everlasting Principlc at work tiiroughout the record of historg even up to
modern times, dcmonstrating God’s disposition towards Israel even while

thcg’rc in a state of unbelief.

Then in the next section of our studg, we took a dceper look at God’s Plans
for Israel’s future in cschatologg (or what the Bible tells us about the end-
times yet future). We saw how the Bible &ePicts two future regatherings for
Israel — te”ing us that Israel would be regatiiered first in a state of unbelief
in Preparation Forjudgment (theju&gment of the Tribulation), and then
aptcrwards, tiieg would be regatiiered a second and final time in faith (aFtcr
the Tribulatiori), in Prcparation for blcssings to be received in the Millennial

King&om.

We also saw how ScriPture says there will onlg be two worldwide
regatiierings of Israel. Therefore, the “second time” rcgatiiering in the
context of a national repentance indicates that Israel must have existed
(and been regathcred) first in a state of unbelief Prior to this. This “first
time” regathering must then be identified as a time in which Israel has been
regatiiere& to the land in unbelief. If there are onlg two rcgathcrings, then
this “first time” regathcring of Jews in unbelief must be the modern one that
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we’ve witnessed over the Past hundred years or so. Accorciing to Prophetic
ScriPture then, unbelieving Israel is part of God’s Plan and process,
Wherebg through the unl:)ara”ele& distress of the Tribulation, He will
ultimatelg bring them to repentance.

S0, we were forced to the Iogical conclusion that if we've witnessed the
Jews being regathere& to the land of Israel for the first time in historg since
their worldwide Aispcrsion among the nations, returning in unbelief to form
the modern secular State of lsrael,just as these texts have Predictecl, then
how can we not say that the modern State of Israel is Prophetica”g

signiﬁcant? It of course, must be.

We have also taken time to understand the angelic conflict that has been
taking Place throughout historg, largely centering on the nation of Israel.
Both the Old and New Testaments make it clear that God’s Plan is to bless
lsracl, but satan’s Plan is to eradicate Israel. In other words, as God
Progrcssivclg reveals His Plan to use Israel as an instrument of blessing for
humanitg, Satan then Progressivclg focuses his attacks on Israel (and the
Promiscd Messianic line) in order to thwart God’s Plans. And as we
witnessed in the words of Prophctic passages, this will continue into the
Future) culminating in the Tribulation as the Aragon (Satan) pursues the
woman (lsrael), but ultimatelg {:ailing due to the divine Protection God has
Placed upon her.

Based upon all of this background information we've studied so far, it
should be clear what the attitude of the Bible-bclieving Christian should be
towards the modern State of lsracl, as well as the Jewish People. As we
have shown throughout this studg, our viewPoint towards them should
Para”el the mind of God on this sukject — which is that He still loves them,
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has Plans for their future, and ultimatelg will bring them to rePentancel Our

viewPoint, of course, should be in line with this.

In this section, we will anchor this conclusion even further l)g first delving
into the main tlueological adversarg of the Biblical ViewPoint — the view
called Replacement Tneologg. RePlacement Theologg is the view that says
God has rePlaced Israel with the church, is no longer nonoring His
unconditional covenants with Israel, and has deleted Israel from His future
Plans. Most Christians who oppose Israel toclag do so as a result of
embracing this view. In our exPloration of this, we will look further into the
l)istorg of this view, and discover its incorrect foundational hermeneutics,
as well as its results: the disastrous consequences it has brouglft upon the

Jews tlirougl]out Christian l]istorg.

We will then take a deeper look into the New Testament writings of the
aPostle Paul in Romans, as he gves his readers a dissertation on the proper
attitude a Christian should have regarding Israel. We will see that his
writings align Perl:ectlg with evergtlﬁng we’ve discussed thus far, but are in
absolute oPPosition to the views exPressed in RePlacement Theologg. With
that said, let’s begin. .

-An Evaluation of the Wrong Attitude:

In our exPloration of the proper attitude a 5il:>le~l)elieving Christian should
have towards Israel, we find it useful to first discuss the wrong attitude.
Although many unbiblical ViewPoints regarding Israel exist, the one that is
Preclominant in Christianitg both todag and tln‘oughout lﬁstory is the view
called Replacement Theologg (also known as suPersessionism). This is the

view that erases lsrael l:rom having any current or l:uture relevance N Gocl’s
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Planj as adherents instead view the church as being Israel’s rePIacement. It
is believed that because Israel did not receive her Messiat], Christ) that God
has gone back on His unconditional Promises towards her and has removed
her from His program. Ttiey believe that all of the ProPnetic words of
ScriPture that clearly sPea|< of 1srael’s future should not be interpreted
litera”g) but instead find a“egorical or “spiritual” fulfillment as reterring the

churcn

It is a documented fact of tﬁstorg that beliefs such as Replacement
Tneologg developed as an outgrowtt] of anti-Semitism in the earlg church.
But it also can be said in the reverse — that embracinga belief in
RePIacement Tt)eology often leads to anti-Semitism. Let’s examine this in

more deptn..

In order to recognize the origjn of the mainstream church’s acceptance of
RePIacement Tt)eology, we must go all the way back to the earlg centuries
of Christian nistory. Earlg on in church tﬂstorg, there Aeveloped two
centers of Biblical interPretation: the Antiochian school of thougnt and the
Alexandrian school of thougnt.

The Antiochian school (Wtﬁcn was centered in Antioch near the modern
border of Syria and Turkeg) interPreted Bible ProPnecg litera”g. But the
Alexandrian school in Eggpt had developed an a“egorical interPretation of
Propt]ecg. By the 4th century, the Alexandrian school had gained
Preeminence as the dominant school of tnougt]t in mainstream Christendom
— largelg due to the writings of the church father Augustine (354-430
A.D).He Penned the book “The City of God,” gving the a“egorical school
of thought aformal treatise. Augustine’s views were accePted bg the
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Catholic Ctiurcti, leadirig to the widespread dominance of a“egorism over

tl’]C next ttiousarid years ot ctiurcti tiistorg.

In this book, he Portragecﬂ the events of his time within a framework that we
refer to toclag as “Amillennialism.” Within Amillennialism, the clear Scriptural
Proptiecies and Promises given to Israel regardinga literal and Phgsical
future earttilg Kingdom reign of the Messiah are “sPiritualized” away and
interPreted as the present “reign of Christ” within the hearts of the
Christians. In other words, ttirougti the a”egorizing of ScriPture,
Amillennialism denies a future 1,000-year Millennial Kingdom, which
ScriPture repeatedlg Promises. Ttirougti this system of interpretation, the
a“egorist becomes the ultimate decider of what the Bible says — not the
text.

These views of a”egorism, Amillennialism, and RePlacement Ttieologg £0
hand in hand. The scholars who introduced these aberrant views were
greatlg influenced by Greek Philosophg, such as Gnosticism, which taugtit
that the Ptigsical world was evil and onlg the sPiritual was capat)le of good
On this basis, Gnosticism denied the Phgsical Incarnation of Christ. It was a
short slide to then conclude that the Pertect Son of God could not rule a
Phgsical eartHg Kingdom (despite the Promises of Scril:)ture) . Inthis view,
His reign must instead be over the immaterial hearts and souls of mankind.
Everything the Bible Plainlg says about future Prophecg was iriterPreted
ttirougti this “sPiritual” lens. The city of Alexandria at the time was the
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hotbed of Gnosticism and Greek Philosophg, and soitis easy to see how
these false beliefs worked their way into the church.

Although on the surface it might seem to be an insigni{:icant change,
Amillennialism Pro{:oundlg changed the church in the centuries after
Augustine. It altered the church’s view of Scril:)ture, as well as of Prophecg,
and the negative imPact of Augustine’s doctrine continues to this dag. Let’s
brieﬂy try to backtrack in time in order to understand the evolution of
a“egorism and how it led to the Catholic Church system that Pursucd
temporal earthlg power and set the stage for the rampant anti-Semitism
that was active throughout church historg. ..

After centuries of Persecution at the hands of the Roman EmPire, a
monumental tuming Point within Christian histoxy occurred in 313 A.D.
During this year, the Roman emperor Constantine issued the Edict of
Milan, making Christianitg an aPProved religion in the Roman EmPirc.

This edict led to Christianity cventua”9 becoming the official state religion,

Prompting tI’]C 1COT'CCCl so-ca”ed “conversion” O1C Pagans.

The Roman government’s sudden aPProval OF, and involvement in the
Christian faith dramatica”g changed the course of church historg. Froma
thcological Perspective — and sPechCicallg an eschatological Perspective -
the Edict of Milan and the edicts that followed signaled a monumental
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Paradigm shift from the Wc”~groun&ed literal interprctation
(Premillennialism, at that time called Chiliasm) of the ancient church fathers,
to the views of Amillennialism and Postmillennialism that would dominate
Christian thinking from the 4th century A.D. to at least the middle part of
the 19th century. Premillennialism of course, is the expectation of a future
literal 1,000-year king&om (or Millennium) on earth in which Christ reigns
on David’s throne ~just as the Bible speaks of.

Like we mentioned alreadg, this shift away from the earlg Premillennialism of
the APostolic church gained strcngth with Augustine and his a”egorical
aPProach to Biblical Prophecy, as Popularized in his book “The City of
God.” Dr. Grant chreg describes the transformation of the church after
the time of Augustine in the Fo”owing way...

“Consequentlg, as the Church formed Powcncul alliances with the kings of
Europe, it lost interest in the literal Prophccies about Christ’s coming
King&om. .. and leaders of the medieval Church set out to changc humanitg

and to rule the world themselves and in alliance with Christian rulers.”

S0, as the church took upon itself the role of introducing and expanding
God’s so-called kingdom on earth, it sought to exert its power through
human government. It began to rcly on militarg might to conquer and
Forci]:)lg “convert” PCOPIC to Christianitg (much like 1slam), rather than on
the Presentation of the GosPel. It was not coincidental that all these factors
led to the atrocities of the Medieval Period, and the continual Pcrsecution
of the Jews as heretics and infidels who must be converted or destroged
The edicts of the Roman emperors mandating Christianitg, combined with
the emergence of Amillennialism, contributed greatlg to this distortion of
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the entire purpose and mission of the church. It was these distortions that
characterized the Catholic Church and its dominance over the mz?joritg of
Christian historg. Like we mentioned, these distorted views also Provided
the Pcr{:ect breeding groun& for anti-Semitism, as these doctrines Provided
a way to delete Israel from the future program of God.

In his book “Israel and the Church: The Prodigal Heirs,” Chuck Missler
documents a sampling of the historg and writings of some of the earlg
church Fathers, even Prior to the Edict of Milan and Augustine. The church
fathers unFortunately, esPoused trcmendouslg ncgativc views towards

Judaism. It’s astonishing to discover the blatant anti-Semitism in the early

church.

Missler Points out that even very early on, this hatred of the Jews was
Prcsent. For example, lgnatius BO-N7 A.D.) taught that those who Partake

of the Passover are Partakers with those who killed Jesus.

As we go through these examples, you will note this skewed mentalitg to be
a common pattern of thought, in which there exists this continual theme of
“the Jews killed Jesus.” This mistaken mentalitg complctclg misses the Point
of everything Jesus did. First, it was alwags in God’s Plan and
Forclmowlc&gc to die for us. Revelation 15:8 calls Christ the “Lamb slain
from the foundation of the world” — indica’cing that it was alwags in His Plan
to Pergorm the rcdemptive work of the cross. Secondlg, the realitg is that it
wasn’t “the Jews” that killed Jesus, but rather the sins of humanitg —of all
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of us — that made the cross necessary. Because of His love for us, Jesus
voluntarilg went to the cross, Iooking past all of the hurt and Pain it
included, because He saw into the future. He saw the joy set before Him of
havinga bride — a PCOPIC, called the church - holg, set apart, and filled
with His SPirit. A group who would make the free-will choice to follow Him

out of love, dcsPite the earthlg consequences.

“Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our {:aith; who for the jog

that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set
down at the right hand of the throne of God.”
~-Hebrews 12:2

In this passage, the Phrase “despising the shame” means He thought little
of it, or disrcgarded it. He was the God of the universe being put through
the most Painfu“g excruciating and embarrassing death Possible ~ butHe
looked past it to see us as Hisjoymcul reward — and Hejust ignored the Pain

and shame.

S0, we can see how misplaced it is to “hate the Jews” for “killing Jesus.”
This is to Coml:)letelg miss the Point of Christianitg, the New Covenant, and
the Bible. It’s to make Jesus some sort of victim. It’s to implg that Jesus
didnt fulfill His mission, which theg evidentlg must believe to have been His
human survival. According to that view, magbc Jesus’ true mission was to
reach His goldcn years and enjog His grandkids. Obviouslg not. Jesus’
mission was alwags to come to Earth and die for the sins of His beloved

imagc creature — mankind.
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But getting back to our exploration of church historg, let’s Point outa

number of other rccognizable carlg church Figures who Promoted similar

beliefs. ..

e Justin Martgr (100-165 A.D) isa well-known name in church historg,
and he too claime& that God’s covenants with lsrael were no longer
valid. He argued that the Gentiles had rCPlaced the Jews.

e [renacus (130-202 A.D)) believed that the Jews were disinherited
from the grace of God.

e Tertullian (155-240 A.D.) also blamed the Jews for Jesus’ death and
argued that theg had been rejccted bg God.

° Origcn (263-%39 A.D.) also asserted that the Jews were resPonsible
for ‘<i”ing Jesus.

e Fusebius (263-%39 A.D.) taught that the Promises of ScriPturc were

meant 1Cor the Gentiles and the curses were meant gor thc Jews.
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So, we can see that there was a long and unfortunate historg of these
mistaken beliefs that the church is the true Israel, the Jews were to be
hated for their role in killing Jesus, the Jews were no longer the chosen
Peoplc of God, and that theg no longcr had any Place in God’s Plan. As we
mentioned earlier, these beliefs were greatlg embraced and mainstreamed

139 the Catholic Church, as we will see in the next several Points. .

° Empcror Constantine (who had issued the Edict of Milan in 33 A.D))
created a law on October 18,229 A.D. making it i”egal to convert to
Judaism. Half a century later, laws issued by emperors Gratian,

Valentinian 11, and Theodosius | declared things like. ..
“Those Christians who have insulted the dignitg of their own religion

and name and have contaminated themselves with the Jewish disease

will be Punishcd for these shameful acts.”

Fueled by his hatred of the Jews, Constantine himself said. ..

“| et us then have nothing in common with the detestable

Jewish crowd.”

o The Sgnod of Elvira in the earlg 4th century A.D. Prohibitcd
Christians from sharinga meal with a Jew, marrying a Jew, or blessing

aJew.
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e The Council of Nicea in 325 A.D. changed the date of the celebration
of the Resurrection in order to Purposely distance the church from
the Jewish calendar. Christ rose the first Sundag after Passover —
which is the Jewish Feast of First Fruits, which would be the accurate
time to commemorate His resurrection. But this council made sure the

observation of Easter was well removed from this date.

Concerning tnis, the tneologian and church historian Theodoret
records a Ictter tnat Constantine wrote to thc bisnops wno coulcﬂn’t

attend the Council of Nicea, saging. ..

“It was... declared imProPer to follow the custom of the Jews in the
celebration of this noly festival, because their hands are imbued in
crime, and their minds blinded with defilement.”

e The church under Constantine excommunicated any Quartodecimans
— who were men who wanted to memorialize the crucifixion according
to the correct calendar dag (in connection to the 14th of Nisan, the
date of Passover on the Jewish calendar). The Arcnbisnop of
Constantinople John Cnrgsostom (347-407 A.D.) condemned this

suPPosed association with the Jews, saging. ..

“But you dishonor him so much that you pay honor to those who slew
him on the cross, that you observe with them the Fe”owsnip of the
Festivals, that you go to their Proxcane Places, enter their unclean
doors, and share in the tables of demons. For 1 am Persuacled to call

the Fasting of the Jews a table of demons because theg slew God.”
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° Augustine (wno we've alreadg discussed at length), asserted tnat the
Jews deserved death, but were destined to wander the earth to

witness the church’s victorg over the synagogue.

This mentality of Augustine — and many before him — was comPletelg
embraced bg the Roman Catholic Churcn, as it consolidated temPoral
power as the mainstream church — believing it was theirjob to Pngsica“g
establish God’s kingdom on earth througn militarg conquest and forcible
suPPression of tneological oPPosition. Of course, the greatest of all villains

in their minds, were the Jews who had “killed Jesus.”

It was this anti-Semitic and completelg unbiblical mentality that lead to the
atrocities of the Middle Ages and Fo”owing, as the church embraced a view
of a”egorical eschatologg rather than literalism. All of the unconditional
Promises God made to Israel in the Old Testament (most of which will be
fulfilled in the Millennium), were denied by the Roman church, which instead
advocated the beliefs of Replacement Tneologg.

But let’s try to understand how the Prevalent anti-Semitism melded with the
state-run religious system to Pro&uce this deviant view of eschatologg and
the future of Israel. As Rome took over the churcn, it became no Ionger
acceptable to Preacn that Jesus would one dag return to rid the world of
its evil rulers. The current “evil rulers” of that era controlled the church
leaders as part of its state-run religion, Presenting an obvious conflict of

interest for the church. This is one reason for the rising Prominence of

140



Augustine’s a”cgorical, Amillennial view that Christ’s rule would onlg be
sgmbolic — taking Place in our hearts. And it was compatible with the Roman
Church’s quest for carthlg power, as thcy assumed the role of establishing
God’s kingdom themselves — since under their view, thcg were not cxPecting
Christ to actua“g return and do it Himself. It also allowed them to remove
the Jews (Whom theg ha’ced) from God’s Plans.

But by embracing these views, theg denied basica”g evcrgthing the Bible
says about God’s Prophetic Plans for the future, concerning essentia“g
everything—~ lsrael, the church, the Kingdom, the earth, and even the
Eternal State. In this way, theg distorted the message of the Word of God,
which dircctlg led to the atrocities and murders committed as a downstream
result of this flawed method of interprctation. But further yet, theg
cha“enged the character and integrity of God Himself bg the imPIication
that He will not fulfill His word by keeping His unconditional Promises.

Before moving on to explorc some of the historical downstream
consequences of these false doctrincs, let’s take a moment to dispel the
erroneous belief called Amillennialism — the denial of a future Phgsical

Messianic Kingdom on earth.

In order for God to keep His Promises to Israel and His covenant with David
(2 Samuel 7:8-16, 2%:5; Psalm 89:3-4), there must be a literal, Physical
kingdom on this earth. This Millennial Age is clearlg spoken of throughout
the Prophetic corpus of ScriPture. As mentioned throughout this studg, to
doubt this is to call into question God’s desire and/or ability to kcep His
Promiscs - opcning up a host of other thcological Problcms. For cxamplej

it God could renege on His unconditional Promises to Israel after
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Proclaiming those Promises to be “everlas’cing” how could we be sure of
anything He Promises, including His Promises of salvation given to believers
in Jesus? The onlg solution is to take Him at His word and understand that
His Promises will be litera“g fulfilled -ju5t as all Prophesies have been
historica”g throughout ScriPture.

The Bible clearlg says that the kingdom will be a literal, Phgsical, earthlg
kingdom. The Fo“owing arejust six of the many reasons that we can Point to

in order to establish this view. ..

1. Christ’s feet will litera”g, actua“g, Phgsica”y touch the Mount of
Olives Prior to the establishment of His Kingdom (Zechariah 44, 9).
We are told that the wicked People of earth will Phgsica”g see Him
coming, and will mourn (Revelation 1:7). Christ’s return is literal,

contrarg to the beliefs of the Amillennialists.

2. During the Kingdom, the Messiah Himself will Persona”g dwell on
earth and executcjusticc andjudgmcnt on the earth (Ueremiah 23:5~
8, Revelation 21:3 et al.). This describes a Phgsical Kingclom on earth
ruled bg Christ who dwells among man throughout this Pcriod.

3. The Kingdom is described as being under heaven (Daniel 7.13-14, 27).

In other words, a Phgsical Kingdom on earth — not some sort of

a“egorized heavenlg reign in men’s hearts.
4. The Prol:)hets foretold of dramatic earth—-changes cﬂuring the

Kingdom Age (Acts %:21; Isaiah 35:1-2, 11:6-9, 29:18, 65:20~22; Ezekiel
47:1-12; Amos 9:11-15) . This describes a Phgsical Kingdom on earth.

142



5. The chronological order of events in Revelation indicates the
existence of an earthlg Kingdom Prior to the conclusion of world
historg and the beginning of the Eternal State (Revelation 20).

6. The literal duration of the Kingdom Age is told to us in Scripture.
Revelation 19 describes the return of Jesus Christ, coming in glorg
and power to take over the kingdoms of this world and to institute a
new,just reign here on earth. He will put down rebellion, remove the
last wicked human emPire ruling on earth and institute the reign of the
government of God. In Revelation 20:1-3, we are told twice that the
kingdom will last 1,000 years. We have no reason to believe that 1,000
years means angthing other than 1,000 years. S0, itis clear that the
duration of the Kingdom will be for a literal Millennium.

The Amillennial view comes from using one method of intcrprctation for
unfulfilled Prophecg and another method for non~ProPhetic Scripturc and
fulfilled Prophecg. Non~ProPhetic Scripturc and fulfilled Prophccg are
intchreted litera”g or norma”g. But, accordingto the Amillennialist,
unfulfilled Prophecg is to be interpreted sl:)irituaug, or non-litcra”g. Those
who hold to Amillennialism believe that a “sPiritual” reading of unfulfilled
Prophecg is the normal reading of the texts. This is called a dual
hermeneutic (hermcncutics mcaning the stuciy of the Principlcs of Biblical
intchretation). In other words, it’s an inconsistent method of
intchretation. The Amillennialist assumes that most of, or all unfulfilled
Prophecg is written in sgmbolic, Figurative, sPiri’cual language. Therefore,
the Amillennialist will assign different meanings to those parts of Scripture

instead of the normal, contextual mcanings of those words.
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One of the main Problems with interPrcting unfulfilled Prophecg in this
manner is that this allows for a wide range of meanings, and allows you to
concoct your own Private interl:)rctation. It doesn’t hold you accountable to
the actual text. But God, the ultimate Author of all ScriPture, did have a
sPccitic meaning in mind when He insPired the human authors to write. By
a“egorizing it, you’re ignoring and changing what He intended to convey to
us. You're Puttingyour own interpretation above the intended meaning of

ScriPtu re.

Like we’ve mentioned alreadg, the fact that fulfilled Prophecies were always
fulfilled Iitera”g in the Bible is the best reason of all for assuming, that yet-
unfulfilled Prophecies will also be fulfilled litera”g in the future. For
example, the Prophecies concerning Christ’s First Coming were all fulfilled
litera”g. Therefore, Prophecies concerning Christ’s Second Coming should
also be expected to be fulfilled litera”g.

For these reasons, an a”cgorical interpretation of unfulfilled Prophccy
should be rejected and a Iiteral/grammatical/historical, or normal and Plain
interpretation of unfulfilled Prophecg should be acﬂopted. Dr. David L.
CooPer described this literal method of intchrctation in the to”owing

wag‘..

“When the Plain sense of Scripture makes common sense, seek no other
sense; therefore take every word at its Primarg, orclinarg, usual, literal
meaning, unless the facts of the immediate context, studied in the light of
related passages and axiomatic and fundamental truths, indicate clearly

otherwise.”
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Some oPPonents of the Future) literal fulfillment of Prophecg attempt to
argue against it bg noting that Prophecg often emplogs the use of sgmbols
and Figures of SPCCCI"I. Thisis Faultg Iogic. Obviously, ProPhecg can
sometimes involve the use of strategjic sgmbolism, but that doesn’t mean
that the Prophccy won’t be fulfilled litcra”g in historg. Literal intchrctcrs
have alwags recognizecﬂ the Biblical use of symbols and Figurcs of sPeecH
Dr. Charles Ryrie exPIains this clearlg:

“Symbolsj Figurcs of spccch and types are all interl:)reted Plainlg in this
method and theg are in no way contrary to literal interprctation. After all,
the very existence of any meaning fora ﬁgure of sPeech dcpends on the
realitg of the literal meaning of the terms involved. Figures often make the
meaning Plainer, but it is the literal, normal, or Plain meaning that theg

convey to the reader.”

For examPlc, earlg in Christ’s ministry, John the E)aptist said of Jesus as He
aPProached him: “Bchold, the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the
world” (John 1:29). John used a sgmbol —the “Lamb” — to designate Jesus
as the Lamb of God because it was Prophctica”g descriptive of Him in some
incredible ways. th,just because a sgmbol was used, it does not mean that
Jesus did not litcra”g die as a sacrificial Lamb for man’s sin. Rather, John’s
use of a sgmbolic reference to Christ complimcntecl the Point that Jesus
came to “take away the sin of the world” through His actual, sacrificial

death. This Prcdiction was fulfilled litera“g in historg.

In a similar way, the Bible uses the term “beast” throughout Daniel and
Revelation as a sgmbol for the character that is often called the Antichrist.
Because the term “beast” is used — which is sgmbolic) opponents of

literalism may advocate that it simplg rePresents the “Pcrsoniﬁcation of evil
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in the world” instead of beinga real individual. This is not the case, as
ScriPture makes very clear. Rather, the sgmbol of a beast was aPParentlg
chosen bg God to designatc the beastlg and voracious nature of the
Antichrist. This does not mean that the beast won’t be a literal person.
Although a symbol is used to describe this still-future being, it simplg means
that the Antichrist will disPlag ungodlg character traits as a real historical
person. This Prol:)hecg will be fulfilled litera“g,Just as Christ’s death as the
Lamb of God.

We should not be surPriseA to find that the Bible uses rhetorical devices to
get its Points across to a wide audience in a way theg can icﬂenti@ with and

relate to. God Plainlg tells us as much in Hosea 12:10:

“I have also spokcn 139 the Prophcts) and I have multiplied visions, and used

similitudcs, bu the ministry of the prophets.”
—~Hosea 12:10

Similitude: a likening or comParison in the form of a simile, Parable, or

a“egorg

It may be that sgmbols and Figures of speech are used in gving those
Prophecics) butjust as theg did not affect their literal fulfillments in the
past, neither will theg prevent literal fulfillments in the future. Sir Robert

Anderson has said it well:
“There is not a single Prophccg, of which the fulfillment is recorded in

ScriPture) that was not realized with absolute accuracy, and in every detall;

anditis who”g urjustiﬂable to assume that a new sgstem of fulfillment was
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inaugurated after the sacred canon closed. .. Literalness of fulfillment may

therefore be accepted as an axiom to guidc us in the stuAg of Prophecg.”

it angthing, sgmbolism and Figures of speech are meant to convey meaning
tous regar&ing these literal Pcople and events. Prophecg about the future
will be fulfilled Iitera”g,just as Prophccg has in the past. Biblical Prophccy

should alwags be intchreted Iitera”g and a literal fulfillment should alwags

be cxPected.

S0, we should take the text scriou519 139 a”owing it to interpret itself
through the Plain use of language. Amillennialism fails in that it uses Faultg
and inconsistent hermeneutics — Failing to take the Plain meanings, and

intchreting unfulfilled Prophecg &hq:ercntly from fulfilled Prophecg.

We should recognize that the earlg Christian view (in line with the
eschatological views of ancient Jews) was always Premillennialism. These
earlg Christians believed (as the Jews did) in a future literal Mi”ennium, or
Messianic Kingdom. The writings of the earlg Christian aPologist Justin
Martyr attest to this...

“l and others, who are right~mindcd Christians on all Points, are assured
that there will be a resurrection of the dead, and a thousand years in
Jerusalem, which will then be built, adorned, and cnlargcd, the Prophets

Ezekiel and Isaiah and others declare.”

Justin, who was born in 100 A.D., records that the orthodox view at his time
was that which we todag would call Premillennialism. Although Justin himself
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got caugtit up in the deception that the church repiaces lsrael, he does
record the fact that at his time, the common view of eschatologg had not
yet been Poisoned by it. But like we said, as time Passedj the
a“egorism/Ami”ennialism of Augustine was embraced bg the mainstream
and became a systematic interpretive method that suPPorted the anti-

Semitic views of Replacement Ttieologg.

And so, we see in summary that the a”egorical view of the ScriPtures s a
form of anti-Semitism in which church leaders have tried to riP the Promises
of God away from Israel. We've seen that earlg Christian leaders have a iong
tiistorg of advocating that the “Jews killed Jesus,” and that “the church has
replaceci lsrael,” etc. We have aireadg seen some of the results of this in
some of the anti-Semitic edicts of the church councils that we've looked at.
And tnrougtiout the Medieval era, the Jews were viewed as a cursed race,
becoming fodder for robbergj murder, abuse, and every kind of hatred and

humiliation.

But let’s recognize a few of the specitic historical consequences of
Repiacement Ttieology. The Roman PoPes were at the center of this
Worldview, as a result of the Amillennial worldview. The to”owing were some

ot tl’]C untortunate outcomes...

On November 1, 1478, PoPe Sixtus IV issued the PaPal bull (a Public decree)
“Exegjt Sincere Devotionis Affectus” at the request of King Ferdinand and
Queen Isabella of SPain, granting them the rigtit to establish an organized
udicial interrogation system to root out Jews susPecteci of remaining
faithful to Judaism (which was outlawed). Many Jews were burned at the
stake bg order of the SPanisti lnquisition.
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In1492, King Ferdinand decided that all Spanish Jews should be banned
from SPain. APProximatelg 150,000 Jews were forced to leave SPain.

Similar Persecutions, pogroms, evictions, and abuses were levelled at the
Jewish communities throughout Europe and the Middle East throughout
Christian historg. This example of the SPanish lnquisition isjust one of a
seemingly endless list — most of which were committed 139 so-called
Christians and the so-called church, all under the banner of Christ. hcgou
doubt this, do a simPIe online search of the historg of anti-Semitism. You
will be amazed at the abuse and Persecution the Jews have had to Put up
with throughout Christian historg. Infact, the way so-called Christians have
treated Israel throughout historg makes the Muslim treatment of Israel look

Friendlg.

with this in mind, it’s easy to understand the Jews’ animosity towards
Christianitg after dealing with this kind of treatment for 2,000 years. But
this treatment was not limited to the Roman Catholic Church.

An unfortunate realitg is that while much good was done during the
Protestant Reformation to attempt to reform the church back to its Biblical
roots, the Reformers failed in many key areas. Relevant to our studg here,
is their failure to re-examine the long~held a”egorical method of
interpretation and Amillennial eschatologg, which went hand-in-hand with
Replacement Theology. The main leaders of the Protestant Reformation —
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men such as Martin Luther and John Calvin — while doing much goocl) were

also, un{:ortunatelg, some of the most vehement anti-Semites in historg.

In 1543, |uther Published “On the Jews and Their Lies,” in which he

revealed his dcep anti-Semitism. ..

e He said that the Jews are a “base, whoring Peol:)le, that is, no PCOPIC
of God, and their boast of lineage, circumcision, and law must be

accounted as filth.”

e He said theg are full of the “devil’s feces ... which thcy wallow in like

swine.”

e He said the synagogue was a “defiled bride, yes, an incorrigiblc whore

and an evil slut ..”

e He argued that their synagogues and schools be set on fire,
their prayer books destrogecﬂ) rabbis forbidden to Preach, homes
razed, and Propertg and money confiscated.

e He said they should be shown no mercy or kindness, afforded no
legal Protection, and these “Poisonous envenomed worms” should be

drafted into forced labor or exl:)e”e& for all time.
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e He also seemed to advocate their murder, writing “Iwle are at fault in

not slaging them.”

Accorcling to the acclaimed Reformation scholar and tneologian Heiko

Oberman. ..

“the basis of Luther’s anti-Judaism was the conviction that ever since

Christ’s appearance on earth, the Jews have had no more future as Jews.”

In other wor&s, from this quote, we can clcarlg see how the root of Luther’s
anti-Semitism was Replacement Theologg — the view that Israel no longer
has a future in God’s Plan. Un{:ortunatelg, this did not end in the centuries
surrounding the Middle Ages and the Reformation. Instead, it set the
foundation for the later anti-Semitism that fueled the Nazi Persecutions of
the Jews in the 1900’s. In his book “The Rise and Fall of the Third Reich,”

William L. Shirer wrote...

“It is difficult to understand the behavior of most German Protestants in the
first Nazi years unless one is aware of two tnings: their historg and the
influence of Martin Luther. The great founder of Protestantism was both a
Passionate anti-Semite and a ferocious believer in absolute obedience to
Political autnority. He wanted Germany rid of the Jews. Luther’s advice was

litera”g followed four centuries later bﬂ Hitler, Goering and Himmler.”

So, itwas the failure of the Reformers such as Martin Luther to re-examine
the cschatologlj of the Medieval Church that lead to the silent Pull:)its in
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Nazi-era Germang and the atrocities of the Holocaust that followed. Chuck

Missler summarized it well...

“When we rCPIace Israel with the Church and reject Christ’s literal millennial
reign, we can trace a Path from Augustine to Auschwitz. chlaccment
Theologg sPeciFicallg denies Israel’s role in God’s program, Airec’clg
contradictinga long list of Scripturcs that God has laid out in both the Old

and New Testaments.”

So, we should rccognize that there are real-life downstream consequences
of the belief in chlacemcnt Thcologtj and the failure to embrace a sound
5iblica”g~based attitude towards Israel.

As we have seen, itis imPossible for one to read the Bible litcra”g and
Plainlg, and still come to the conclusion that the church has rel:)laced Israel
in God’s Plan. hcgou come to this conclusion, it is onlg through embracinga
flawed system of Bible intchretation in which you a”egorize away the Plain
and obvious meanings of what the Bible says. You end up inserting and
exalting your own Personal interprctations instead of a”owing the text to

sPcak foritself.

The outworkings of this kind of skewed system of interpretation are cleeplg
flawed views such as RePlacement Theologg, which often end in anti-
Semitism, which Places oneself contrary to the mind of God and makes it
imPossible to accuratelg understand the Bible. it blocks your abilitg to
accuratelg understand your purpose as a Christian, since it blocks your
abilitg to understand the purpose of the church as awhole. Itis Whg we can
Firmlg state that Replacement Theologg is a dangcrous error that’s based

on an inaccurate understan&ing of the Bible. That should be obvious, as it

152



is in direct contradiction to everything we have learned from the Scriptures

earlier in this studg.

Now that we’ve spent a goocl deal of time exPloring the wrong and unbiblical
mindset a Christian could have towards Israel, let’s explore the correct and
Bible-based mindset. We will do this }39 Iooking into the New Testament and
exploring the writings of the aPostIe Paul. He writes to the churches
concerning this exact subject of the current and future relevance of the
nation of lsraelj and the proper attitude and mindset the church should
have towards them in alignment with God’s Plans for their future

redemption.
-An Evaluation of the Proper Biblical Attitude:

In our last subsection, we conducted an in-depth examination of the wrong
or the unbiblical attitude concerning Israel — this being the view called
Replacement Theologg. Under this view, the nation of Israel is removed
from naving any current or future signhcicance in God’s Plan. Instead,
because of Israel’s unbelief, the Prophecies and Promises of God which

were on’gina”g given to her are seen as being fulfilled througn the church.

Adherents to this view would have us to believe that God is liable to default
on His unconditional Promises to Israel despite all of what we've learned
from the ScriPtures earlier in this studg. We've seen how God’s Promises to
Israel tnrough the Abrahamic Covenant did not depend upon her doing

anything. Tneg were not dependent upon lsrael’s Per{:ormance.

God later begins to sPea|< tnrough the writings of the Prophets, conFirming

lsrael’s guture as a nation. We are given clear statements such as tne one
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recorded bg Jeremiah, in which God essentia”g says, “as long as the sun,
moon, and stars exist, Israel will never be Permancntlg cast off based upon
her spiritual failures.” Even at the nigh Point of her apostacy, God bcgins
to give Israel Propnecies regardinga future New Covenant He would make

Witn aremnant tnat Would bc redeemed ata Future time.

In Fact, the Propnetic content we examined througnout the Old Testament
all takes for grantcd that Israel would be in unbelief. We are shown that
Israel would first be rcgatncred while in this state of unbelief (the First
Regatnering) , dcmonstrating how the moclern-dag State of Israel is

unquestionablg ProPnetic. Througn this regatnering, tneg would be Placcd
into a preparatory Position in which theg will then be brougnt to faith
tnrougn a Pcrio& of unPara”eled distress called the Tribulation, or Daniel’s
70t Week. We are then shown that this righteous remnant of Israel will be
regatnere& in faith in Preparation for receiving God’s New Covenant
blessings in the Millennial Kingdom (the Second and Final Regatncring).
During the Kingdom Age, God will then fulfill all of His remaining Promises

to Israel.

This is Prophetica“g revealed as God’s Plan consistcntlg all tnrougnout the
Old and New Testaments — and it involves Israel initia”g being in unbelief.
Israel’s current state of unbelief is not groun&s for rejecting the Propnctic
relevance of modcrn~dag Israel. As we can clcarlg see from Bible Propnecg,
this current state is in Preparation for their future conversion. l{:gou take
the Plain and literal meanings of the Biblical text seriously, this is an
incscapablc conclusion. It’s onlg througn embracing an a”cgorical
intchretation of Bible Propnecg that you can Possiblg arrive at the
conclusion that Israel is no Ionger rclevant, and that the church can be

substituted into all of the Propnecies concerning Israel.
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Throughout historg, we’re able to witness God’s divine Protection of Israel.
We spcnt an entire section of our studg Aceplg delving into this
Principle of the Abrahamic Covenant at work — those who bless Israel will

be Hcsscd, and those who curse Israel will be cursed.

I:urthcrmore, we also examined the angclic conflict as exPressed in
ScriPture - sPeciFica“g in Revelation 12. In this passage, we see how Satan
has been at work attempting to thwart the Plans of God since the
beginning. When it becomes clear that God will execute His Plans for
humanitg through the nation of lsrael, we see how Satan constantly worked
in historg to oppose and eradicate them as a nation — revealing himself as
the ultimate culprit behind the Prcvalent anti-Semitism we see throughout
historg. We are shown a Prophetic glimpse in this chapter of the coming time
of Tribulation for Israel in which satan’s attempts against the nation come

toa Climax, onlg to be foiled bg the Second Coming of Christ.

And so, knowing all of this, it’s difficult to imagine how any bible~believing
Christian could Possiblg embrace an antagonistic attitude towards Israel.
Throughout this studg, we have more than adcquatelg demonstrated that
Israel has not been erased from God’s Plan — and never can be. Because we
recognize this, it is clear then what our attitude should be towards them. If
we embrace a hostilitg towards Israel, how can we not also be embracinga
hostilitg towards God and His Plan? By taking sides against lsrael, you are

joiningyoursch to the wrong side of the suPernatural conflict.
n this subsection, we will now begin to look even more deeply into this, an
In this subsecti ll begin to look deeply into this, and

examine what the New Testament has to say about our attitudes towards

Israel. The aPostle Paul addresses this subject in detail in his letter to the
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church at Rome, Contirming exactlg what we’ve been advocating throughout
this stuclg. In tact, you will see that he Iags out the answer so clearlg, that to
embrace any deviant view is to ignore the clear instruction of Scripture and
to directlg oppose the Plans and mindset of God. The Bible does not leave
this issue open to interpretation. There’s no leewag for Personal
interPretation or conviction when it comes to this. With that said, let’s

begin...

The best Place to t)egin our deePer exl:)loration of this toPic is Paul’s
ePistIe to the Romans, in which he clearly answers this issue. In the first
eight cnapters of Romans, Paul begins 139 Iaging down a discourse on a
number of major doctrines — inclucling the doctrines otjustitication,
sanctification, and gloritication. But he then takes a break from the
teacning of his doctrine, and beginning with Cnapter 9, he Parenthetica“g
inserts three cnapters discussing the condition of the Jews (or national
Israel). In these three cnaPters, Paul helps us understand where and how
Israel as a distinct entity fits into the future Plans and purposes of God -

and what our mindset should be towards them as a nation.

In CnaPter 9, he deals Primarilg with Israel’s 1@: (as God’s chosen
covenant nation). In Chapter 10, he deals Primarily with Israel’s Eresent (as
a nation which has refused to submit to Christ’s gospel). And in Cnapter 1,
he deals Primarily with Israel’s future (as a nation which he says somedag
will be saved and will enjog the fulfillment of the New Covenant Promises as
a nation). As I’'m sure you can alreadg see, f Romans 11 rea”g does say what
Wejust claimed, tnenjust based on that cnaPter alone, the legitimacg of
Replacement Tt)eology IS comPletelg shattered. So, let’s begin to
investigate this cnapter. ..
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In Romans 11, Paul bcgins 139 establishing the context of the chap’cer as
bcing spcciﬁcang about the Jewish Pcople — the nation of Israel — and what
will become of them in the future. The cluestion he was answering was
essentia“g, “if the Gentiles have received the New Covenant Promise after
the Jews as a nation had rejectcd it, then what future relevance does Israel

still have? Does Israel still have a future in God’s Program?”

Paul tells us the answer in this chap’cer, completelg obliterating the false
doctrine of “Replacemcnt Thcologg.” He begins the Chaptcr 139 asking the

basic question WCJUS’E asked. He then Promptlg answers it. ..

“I say then, Hath God cast away his Ipc:ople? God forbid. For 1 also am an
Israelite, of the seed of Abraham, of the tribe of E)erjamin.

God hath not cast away his Pcople which he foreknew.”

~-Romans 11:1-2a

Paul makes it clear that God is not finished with the Jewish Pcople — He still
has a unique Plan for them. Before continuing with Chapter 11, we first need
to pause in order to further frame our context. In order to understand the
relevance of this cluestion for Paul’s 15t centurg audience, we need to trg to
put ourselves in the shoes of those who lived at that time and to try to
understand this qucstion they were having rcgar&ing the Problcm of “what

is now the purpose of Israel?”

lLet’s recognize four keg facts that will helP us understand this issue theg

were having. ..

e Fact #1 — The Israelites are God’s chosen People (Deut. 7:6-9;
Romans 11:28).
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e Fact#2 — God Promiscd His chosen People that theg would erjog a
glorious kingdom under their Messiah (Dan. 7:15-14; Isaiah 2:1-5; 9:6-7;
11:1-9; Jer. 23:5-8; 31:31-37; 33:14-16; Luke 1:32-3%).

o [act#’— The nation Israel (at least the great majority of the nation,
as well as their Ieadership) rcjectecﬂ their Messiah when He came to
earth (Uohn 1:11; Matthew 12:22-24; Matthew 21:33-46; 27:22, 23, 25;
John19:15; Acts 22:22; 1 Th.2:14-15).

e Fact #4 — When the church first bcgan it was made up entirelg of
Jewish believers, but gradua“g this changed. As the years went bg,
the church was comPrised of more and more Gentiles, and less and

less Jews.

Are you beginning to see the Problcm? Toalst century Christian without
access to a full New Testament, Facts #1 and #2 seem to be contradicted bg
Facts #% and #4-. What's haPPcnccl to the Promise of the earthlg Messianic
Kingclom? What’s haPPenccl to all the unconditional Promises that God had
given to Israel in the Old Testament that remain unfulfilled? God’s program
forthe Prcsent (the church) involves Primarily the Gentiles and not the
Jews. Whg is this s0? Has God cast away His People? Is God through with
the nation of Israel? Does the nation have any future in God’s program at

all?

To the Jewish mind, based on the Old Testament, theg alwags connected
the King (or the Messiah) with the earthlg kingdom (or the Messianic
King&om). So then, the qucstion to Paul was also, “if Jesus is the King, then
where is the kingdom? And Whg aren’t the Old Testament Promises of the
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Kingclom Age being fulfilled?” God has given us Romans Chapters 9-11 (and

espcciang Chapter 11 to answer these questions.

As we continue, let’s also recognize that these same questions we asked
also frame the context which Jesus addresses in His Olivet Discourse
concerning the future Prophetic end-times desting of Israel, recorded most

Famouslg in Matthew 24. But let’s continue here with Romans 11...

So, we started out bg seeing that in Verses 1 and 2, Paul makes it clear that
God is not finished with the Jewish PCOPIC ~ He still has a uniquc Plan for

them as a nation. DroPPing down to Verse 7, he then continues. ..

“What then? Israel hath not obtained that which he seeketh For; but the
election hath obtained it, and the rest were blinded.

(According as it is written, God hath given them the spirit of slumber, eyes
that theu should not see, and ears that theu should not hear;) unto this
dag.” ~-Romans 11:7-8

Here, Paul refers to Jesus’ Proclamation of the curse of blindness upon the

unbelieving Jewish PCOPIC, recorded in Luke 19. Jesus had said. ..

“If thou hadst known, even thou, at least in this thg dag, the things which
belong unto thg Pcacel but now theu are hid from thine eyes.”
-Luke19:42

But Paul tells us in the passage wcjust read that this curse of blindness was
not a novel idea — but rather, “according as it is written”. In other words,

this had already been Prophesicd long before, in multiplc Places in the Old
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Testament. Paul was essentia”g quoting the Fo”owing two Prophetic old

Testament Passages. ..

“For the Lord hath Poured out upon you the sl:)irit of deep sleeP, and hath
closed your eyes: the Prophets and your rulers, the seers hath he
covered.” ~Isaiah 29:10

“Yet the Lord hath not given you an heart to Pcrceive, and eyes to see, and
ears to hear, unto this clag.” -Deuteronomy 29:4

Continuing in his discourse in Romans 11, Paul then goes on to describe how
the Gentiles were grapced into the Promisc of salvation after Israel had
rejected it through unbelief. As we continue on with this chap’cer, there is an
imPortant question we must address, as Paul begins to give us
understan&ing on how the church relates to the sPiritual Promises God had
origina”y given to Israel. The question is: “is it true that in a sense, the
churchis the spiritual version or fulfillment of Israel, in that the church has
received that which the Old Covenant Pointed towards?”

»

The answer is a clear, “absolutelg. ScriPture is clear that the essence of
beinga true “son of Abraham” is not achievedjust bg beinga genetic
descendant of Abraham, but rather, is achieved through genuine faith in
God. This chapter in Romans discusses this concept of the church
(comprised of mostlg Gentiles) being “gra{;teci in” to the sPiritual Promises
given to Israel. This is a somewhat lcngthg passage, but necessary to read

through in order to understand this concept. Let’s Pick up with Verse 17...

“And if some of the branches (meaning unbelieving Israel) be broken off,
and thou, bcinga wild olive tree (meaning the Gentile church), wert gra{;ted
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in among them, and with them Partakcst of the root and fatness of the olive
tree (meaning the spiritual Promises of God tnrougn lsracl);

Boast not against the branches (meaning dorn’t be antagonistic towards
lsracl) . Butif thou boast, thou bearest not the root, but the root thee.
Thou wilt say tnen) The branches were broken oﬂz, that | mignt be gra{;ted
n.

We”; because of unbelief theg were broken og, and thou standest bg faith.
Be not nignmindecﬂ) but fear:

For if God sPared not the natural branches, take heed lest he also spare

not thee.

Behold therefore the gooclness and sevcn’tg of God: on them which gc”,
severity; but toward thee, goodncss, if thou continue in his goodness:
otherwise thou also shalt be cut off.

And tneu also, if theu abide not still in unbelicg, shall be graﬂted in: for God
is able to graf‘t them in again.

For if thou wert cut out of the olive tree which is wild bu nature, and wert

gra&ed contrary to nature into a good olive tree: how much more shall

thcse, which be the natural branchcs, be gra&ed into their own olive tree?
~-Romans 11:17-24

Paul starts out 139 te”ing us that the natural branches (or “unbelieving
lsracl”) have been broken off the tree, and the Gentile church has been
graptcd into their sPirituaI Promises of salvation through the New Covenant.
This has the effect and purpose of making the Jews “'calous,” and so to
draw them to faith in Christ, in order that thcy might again be “graFtch back
in” to receive their original Promised inheritance. The “natural branches”
(or Israel) are still distinct from the “wild branches” (or the cnurch), so that
God’s covenants with His People will still be litera”g fulfilled. And in line with

this understanding, let’s also ‘(CCP in mind that the church does not receive
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the unconditional promises made speciﬁca”u to Israel as a nation (the
Abrahamic Covenant, the Land Covenant, the Davidic Covenant, etc.) —

the church simplu receives the spiritual promises of New Covenant

salvation. Let’s not be confused on that keg distinction!

But Paul also tells us that our attitude toward Israel should not be hostile.
He tells us not to “boast against the branches” — meaning that we should
not be antagonistic towards the natural branches, or Israel. He says that if
God is able to graFt in the Gentile believers, or the wild, unnatural branches,
how much more is He able to then, at a later Point, gra{:t back in the natural

branches?

Continuing on starting with Verse 25, Paul then hits us with some incredible
passages, dcscribing this whole subject as a “mystery” — which in Greek,
means something Prcviouslg hidden or not understood, but something God
was now using him to reveal. And he then tells us not to be ignorant of this

mystery — that this will in fact haPPenl Israel, the natural branches, will be

graptcd back in! He even tells us when this will haPPcn — after “the fulness
of the Gentiles be come in.” And he tells us that “all 1srael will be saved,” a
deliverance that obviouslg has not 9Ct taken Place. |et’s see this as we

continue reading in Romans 11:25. ..

“For | would not, brethren, that ye should be ignorant of this mystery, lest

ye should be wise in your own conceits; that blindness in partis happcncd

to lsrael, until the fulness of the Gentiles be come in.

And so all Israel shall be saved: as it is written, There shall come out of Sion

the Delivcrer, and shall turn away ungodlincss from Jacob:

For this is my covenant unto them, when I shall take away their sins.
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As concerning the gospcl, tneu are enemies for your sakes: but as toucning

the clcction, tneu are beloved for the father’s sakes.

For the gi{;ts and ca”ing of God are without repentance.”
~-Romans 11:125-29

In this passage, Paul quoted yet another Old Testament Propnecg — this
one found in Isaiah 59:20-21 — that describes Israel being delivered after

their transgression.

“And the Redeemer shall come to Zion, and unto them that turn from

transgression in Jacob, saith the Lord.

As for me, this is my covenant with tnem saith the Lord; My sPirit that is

upon tnee and my words which | have put in thu mouth shall not depart out
of thu moutn nor out of the mouth of thu secd nor out of the moutn of tnu
seed’s secd, saith the Lord, from henceforth and for ever.”

-Isaiah 59:20-21

So, Paul is quoting an Old Testament passage that records God’s uncncling
commitment to His cverlasting, unconditional covenant Promises given to
Israel. We need to look deepcr into Paul’s Pnrasc about blindness in part
happening to Israel until the fullness of the Gentiles be come in. But before
taking a deeper dive into that, let’s first make sure we caugnt Paul’s
imPortant statements that we read in Verses 28 and 29.1In these keg VErses,
Paul continued to drill home the exact Point we've made tnrougnout this

studg — that God’s Promises to Israel are immutable.

“As concerning the gospel, they (lsrael, or the Jews as a nation) are
enemies for your sakes: but as toucning the election, tneu are beloved for
the father’s sakes.
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For the gi{;ts and ca”ing of God are without repentance.”
~-Romans 11:28-29

In his Bible commentary, Adam Clarke summarized Paul’s message here in

the Fo”owing way...

“The unbclieving Jews, with regard to the GOSPCl which theg have rcjected,
are at present enemies to God, and aliens from his kingdom) under his Son
Jesus Christ, on account of that extensive grace which has overturned
their Peculiaritg, bg admitting the Gentiles into his Church and Familg: but
with regard to the original purpose of election, threbg theg were chosen
and separatcci from all the Pcople of the earth to be the Peculiar Pcople of
God, theg are beloved for the fathers’ sakes; he has still favour in store for

thcm on account o1c thcir Fore{:athers the Patriarchs.”

In Verse 29, Paul said that the gi{;ts and ca”ing of God are without
repentance. This means that God cannot repent, or change His mind

regarding this. It is fixed. In other words Israel did not and cannot lose her

place in God’s plan dCSPItC the fact that thcg re currcntlg in a state of

splrltual blmdness He’s tc”mg us that God does have a future plan for
lsracl Penfectlg n ahgnment with and fulfillment of the numerous Old
Testament Prophecxcs he kecps quotmgl He's te”mg us that their national
blindness is temporary, and when it’s removed, they will be saved as a

nation! God’s election of Israel as His chosen nation is immutable — and He

will get her back.

Like we said, Paul even tells us when their blindness will end. The answer is

found in the unique Phrase, “the fulness of the Gentiles” in Verse 25 -

(“blindness in Part 15 haPPcncd to lsracl, until the fulness of the Gentiles be
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come in”). Remember, Paul declared that this was a hidden mystery that he
was now revcaling. This mystery is a foundational keg to bcing able to
recognize the distinction between Israel and the church - since the church
was an unknown entity in Old Testament Prophccg (the church being

another mystery God used Paul to reveal, elsewhere in his Writings).

The keg word in this verse is “until” (“M the fulness of the Gentiles be
come in”). It’s an interesting studg to track down all of the “untils” in the
Bible. You will find that many of them are kegs or markers of some kind. In
other words, thcg actas boun&arg conditions that say, “this won’t happcn
until that.” These boundarg conditions help us sharplg isolate and define
certain events, groups, times, and subjects in ScriPturC. if you look closelg
here, you see that the term “fulness of the Gentiles” is a strategjic label for
the end of the Church Age, and it’sjuxtaposed with the removal of the
blindness from Israel. So, as a nation, Israel will receive spiritual sight after

the Church Age s complete.

But let’s backtrack For a moment and understand more backgrouncl on whg
Jesus Pronounced corporate blindness upon the Jewish nation. The
answer is given to us two verses after Jesus’ declaration of blindness in

Luke 19:42, which we read earlier — “because thou knewest not the time of

thy visitation.” In other words, theg didn’t receive their Messiah when He

came. Theg rejected Him at His coming. But let’s take a moment to set the

stage in order to Fu”g recognize what was happcning here. ..

The setting of this was Jerusalem in 35 A.D. It was the week that would end
with Jesus’ crucifixion. Jesus was aPProaching the citg while being
showered with a chorus of “hosannas” from the frenzied Jewish onlookers

(a Messianic exclamation mcaning, “save now”). Theg threw Palm branches
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down before Him as He aPProacned ridinga donkeg. Tneg sangthe
Propiietic Messianic song from Psalm 118, which anticipateci the Messianic

King entering Jerusalem. This was the fulfillment of a very sl:)ecial dagl

What ciag exactig? The dag Prophesie& of in Daniel 9:25 — the culminating
dag of Daniel’s 69-Week “countdown to the Messiah,” the Prophecg given
139 the angcl Gabriel to Daniel half a millennium earlier. This was “the dag”
also spoken of in Psalm 118:24-26 (“this is the dag which the Lord hath
made...”) and anticipateci in detail in Zechariah 9:9 (“tng King cometh unto
thee...”).

This culminating dag — known to Christians as the Triumphal Entry — was

suPPoscd to be a dag of grcatjog, and so far, it had been. But something
was about to change. Jesus Christ, as He was being hailed as a Messianic
King entering Jerusalem on that dag, suddcnlg began to weep. Let’s read

Luke’s recording of this event. ..

“And when he was come near, he beheld the citg, and wept over it,
Saying, if thou hadst known, even thou, at least in this thu day, the tnings

which bclong unto thu peace! but now theu are hid from thine eyes.

For the dags shall come upon thee} that thine enemies shall cast a trench
about tnee, and compass thee round, and keep thee inon every sicie,
And shall lay thee even with the ground) and thg children within thee; and

thcg shall not leave in thee one stone upon anotner; because thou knewest

not the time of thu visitation.”
-Luke 19:41-44

So, we see the answer to our question of Why Jesus Pronounced corporatc

blindness upon Israel — because thcy knew not the time of their Messianic
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visitation. And Jesus wept over this. He had offered them the Promises of
the Messianic Kingdom (which had been Promised in Prophetic detail
throughout the Old Testament), but theg would not receive Him as their
King Messiah. All of their ScriPtures and Prophcts were gjven to lead them
to the acceptance of Him as Messiah, but as a nation, theg blew it. He wept
because theg blew it, despitc the fact that He had gone to such lengths
ahead of time to prepare them ahead to receive Him. Although many were
hailing Him on this day, Jesus knew thatjust afew dags later, these same
onlookers would be part of the mob shouting “cruchcg Him!” The lcadership
of the nation had alreadg turned on Jesus, going as far as to attribute His

miracles to Satan — and the Populace would soon follow.

Because of that, Jesus (spcaking to the unbelieving nation of Israel) said,
“the things which belong unto thg Pcace” are hidden from you. He
announced corporate blindness upon the Jewish nation sPeciFicang
because theg did not truly recognize this clag, and because theg rcjected
their Prophcsied Messiah! In other words, as a nation, because of this
rejection) God’s program for Israels kingdom would gointo postponement
and He would instead introduce His interim program called the church. But
this Postponcmcnt would be temPorarg — not Pcrmancnt (as Paul tells us).
God’s 70~Wee!< Prophctic time-clock for Israel (described in Daniel 9:24-
27) was Paused on this dag in% A.D. as the 69th Week was complctcd and

thc church’s time~c|ocl< would soon start on the Dag oxc Pentecost.

Going back to Paul’s discourse in Romans 11, we now can gu”g understand
what he meant bg “until the fulness of the Gentiles be come in.” The fulness
of the Gentiles refers to the Gentiles that are gathcred in to make up this

interim program called the church — and blindness in Part will continue
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among Israel as a nation until the end of this intervening Church Age Period

that began on Pentecost.

The Church Age ends with the Pngsical removal of the church from the
earth at the event called the raPture —the suPernaturai catching away of
the church to heaven. The Point is that God will begin Primarilg dealing with
Israel as a nation again until the church is removed — until the “fulness of
the Gentiles be come in.” Evergtning taking Piace right now regarding Israel
being in the land, etc., is preparatory for this final week. Fo“owing the
“fullness of the Gentiles” (or the coml:)letion of the Church Age program on
earth which terminates with the raPture) God’s program for 1srael will again
commence and their time-clock will begin, as their 70t Week (or the

Tribulation) begi ns.

Note: If this concept of Daniel’s 70 Weeks is new to you, feel free to look
further into it by consulting two of our comPanion studies. The first is
entitled, The Daniel 9:25 Propi‘iecgz An Exact Timeline For The Arrival Of
The Messiah. The second is entitled, Understanding The Distinction
Between Isracl And The Church. These two studies will gve you a firm

basis of understanding concerning this concePt.

So, God’s program and Propnetic time-clock for Israel will again resume as
the Tribulation — the final week — begins. After the Tribulation, aitnougn

the 70-Weeks will be comPlete) God’s Plans for 1srael will still continue into
the Millennial Kingdom, in which Hell fulfill all of His remaining Promises, as

Israel will be the centerPiece nation on earth during this Period.

So, the Old Testament Promises and unconditional covenants will still be

fulfilled for 1srael, but are currentlg in a state of postponement due to their

168



unbelief and rcjection of Him as their Messiah. This is an imPortant Point;

postponement does not mean cancellation. Like we mentioned, God’s
program for Israel will restart in the Tribulation after the church has been
removed. Because of their unbelief, national 1srael will be thrust into the
disciplinc of the Tribulation, ultimatclg using this time of unPara”cleci

distress to draw a righteous remnant oF lsrael to repentance.

The details of this deliverance for national Israel are ProPhesied of in many
Places throughout the Bible, such as Zechariah Chaptcrs 8-14, which
sPcakS of end-times Israel at Christ’s return. A keg verse describing the
future remnant of Israel coming to faith in their true Messiah is Zechariah
12:10...

“And 1 will pour upon the house of David, and upon the inhabitants of
Jerusalem, the sPirit of grace and of suPPlications: and thcg shall look
upon me whom thcg have Picrced, and theg shall mourn for him, as one
mourneth for his onlg son, and shall be in bitterness for him, as one that is
in bitterness for his firstborn.”

-Zechariah 12:10

This occurs at the end of the 70t Week, or Tribulation Pcrio& Prophesied
of in Daniel 9:24-27. Understancling this is foundational as to Why a literal
reading of the Bible will alwags force one to the conclusion that the church
has not replaced Israel. The Bible clear|9 and rcpeateAlg describes a
repentant remnant of Israel coming to faith at the end of this future final

WCC‘(.

Before returning back to our examination of Romans 11, let’s take one more

small detour to examine another incredible Prophccy of this, which we
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haven’t yet examined in full = found in Deuteronomy Chapter 4. Inan
earlier section of our study, we looked at Deuteronomy 431, Bbut let’s now
looi< at Verses 25-31 in order to bcttcr understand the fuller context ot what
Godis saying here.

Amazinglg, before Israel even entered the Promised Land, God gave Moses
a Prophetic Portrait of their entire future historg as a nation — dctailing

their eventual apostacy, exile, scattering among the nations, sugering

during the Tribulation and then ultimate spiritual restoration in fulfillment

of God’s covenant promises This Prophetic panorama of Israel’s historg IS

clearig toretoici a“ the way back n Dcuteronomg 4..

“When you father children and children’s children, and have grown old in
the land) itgou act corruPtlg bg makinga carved image in the form of
anything) and i:)g doing what is evil in the sight of the Lord your God, so as
to Provoke him to anger,

| call heaven and earth to witness against you tociag, that you will soon
utterlg Perish from the land that you are going over the Jordan to pOssess.
You will not live long in it, but will be utterly dcstroged.

And the Lord will scatter you among the Pcoples, and you will be left few in
number among the nations where the Lord will drive you.

And there you will serve gods of wood and stone, the work of human
han&s, that neither see, nor hear, nor eat, nor smell.

But from there you will seek the Lord your God and you will find him, iicgou

search after him with all your heart and with all your soul.

When you are in tribulation, and all these things come upon you in the latter

daus, you will return to the Lord your God and obeu his voice.

For the Lord your God is a merciful God. He will not leave you or destroy

you or torget the covenant with your fathers that he swore to them.”
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-Deuteronomy 4:25-31 (ESV)

So, i{:gou simplg allow the Biblical text to sPeak for itself (without imPosing
your own interpretation onto it), gou’” find that it’s imPossiblc to cut Israel
out of God’s Plans. Israel’s entire future was Prophetica“g detailed here,
summarizing evcrgtning we've learned in this stucig and cvergthing that was
later sPol(en tnrougnout the Propnets and the New Testament. It all agrees
Pechctlg as one harmonious whole: Israel will aPostatize, will be scattered
among the nations, will face the Tribulation, but will ultimately return to the
Lord and cxPericncc the fulfillments of God’s covenants during the
Millennium. You can’t deng this Plain rcalitg without Acnying the Word of
God itself.

With the deep dive into the “fulness of the Gentiles” as well as this detour
into Deutcronomg now completc, let’s again refocus our attention back to
Romans 1. Let’s do one final review of this keg passage (Verses 25-29),
while keeping in mind the Prophctic understandings wejus’c discussed...

Verse 25:

“For | would not, brethren, that ye should be ignorant of this mystery, lest

ye should be wise in your own conceits; that blindness in partis happcncd

to lsrael, until the fulness of the Gentiles be come in.”

In other words, Israel rcjected her Messiah and her kingdom program was
Placed into a Pcriod of Postponement until God’s interim program — the
Churcn Agc —is ended at tne raPture.

Verse 26:
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“And so all Israel shall be saved: as it is written, There shall come out of

Sion the Deliverer, and shall turn away ungodliness from Jacob:”

In other words, after the Church Age is complctc, God will again begin to
deal Primarily with Israel. He will use the Tribulation to purge the unbelief
from Israel and draw them to rePcntance. He will then return at the end of
the Tribulation to save the righteous remnant that turns and cries out to
Him.

Verse 2/:

“For this is my covenant unto them, when I shall take away their sins.”

In other words, God will then bring the rightcous remnant of Israel into the
Messianic or Millennial Kingdom, in which theg’” be sPiri’cuang and
Phgsica”g restored and all of God’s Promises will be fulfilled - exactly as
we’re told throughout the ScriPtures.

Verse 28:

“As conccrning the gospel, theg are enemies for your sakes: but as

touching the elec’cion, theu are beloved for the father’s sakes.”

In other words, while in their current state of sPiritual unbelief, the Jews are
hostile towards the idea of Jesus being their Messiah, making them God’s
enemies for the time. But this has worked together to bless the Gentiles, as
our Privilegcs of receiving New Covenant salvation were made available to

us after Israel rcjccted this ghct. But their state of unbelief does not revoke
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God’s love, His Promises, and His covenants concerning Israel. He will fulfill
all that He Promised to their forefathers.

Verse 29:

“For the gi&s and ca“ing of God are without repentance.”

In other words, God cannot and will not £0 back on His Promises to Israel.
Israel is still a chosen and distinct entitg that God will deal with seParatelg.

Israel as a nation still has a purpose and a desting in God’s Plagbook.

So, after studgingjust a sampling of what the Bible communicates about
this, we hoPe you recognize that you can’t “get rid” of Israel (as
Replacement Theologians attempt to do), and at the same time think you're
taking God’s Word seriously. If Paul tells us that Israel is still beloved in
God’s eyes and still has a future in God’s Plan) then we should also
embrace a love for Israel in spite of her unbelief. The mentalitg of the
Christian towards Israel is similar to that of a parent watching a rebellious
child reap the consequences of their bad decisions. The parent loves and
Pities the child, and roots for the child to getit right the next time, desPite
their stumbles. That should be our attitude towards Israel. 1srael gotit
wrong at the Messiah’s First Coming, and has been sugering the
consequences ever since. But ScriPture tells us that she will getit right the
second time, at the Messiah’s Second Coming, It should be ajoggul idea to
us to know that Israel will Fina”g come to faith. If we know that this is the
heart of God, then it should give usjog to see His Plan come to pass.

of course, that doesn’t mean we have to suPPor’c evergthing Israel does, or

everything any particular Jewish person might do. As a nation in sin and in
ything any p P !
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open rebellion against God, we in fact should expect the same sinful activity
to be in Israel that we also witness in other nations. And of course, we
should alwags do our best to sl:)read the gospel to them. But we need to
embrace a mentalitg that aligns with God’s thinking concerning Israel as a
nation — He yearns to gra{;t them back into His sPirituaI Promises, and He
willl And furthermore, we should certainly acknowledge and support Israel’s
right to exist as a sovereign nation, as we saw earlier that their Present-dag

regathering s unquestionablg Prophetica“g signiﬁcant.

Let’s also Point out that earlier, in Romans 3, Paul also wrote concerning
the similar question many Hebrew Christians had at that time — the c]uestion
of “if the Gentiles are now gra{:ted into the Promises of God, what good are
God’s Promises to Abraham? What good was God’s choice of the nation
Israel?” We will see that Paul rePIies (in Verse 2) by essentia”y saging,
“Great in every respect. First of all, that theg were entrusted with the Word
of God.”

That leads to a second question many had (in Verse ) which essentia”g
was: “Does Jewish unbelief negate God’s Promises?” In Verse 4, Paul
resPonds strongly to the thought that God might be unfaithful, essentia“g
saying: “May it never be! Rather, let God be found true, though every man
be found a liar.” In other Words, he agrees with us that Replacement

Theologg makes God out to be a liar! Let’s read through this passage...

“What aclvantage then hath the Jew? or what Proﬁt is there of circumcision?
Much every way: chieﬂg, because that unto them were committed the
oracles of God.

For what if some did not believe? shall their unbelief make the faith of God
without effect?
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God forbid: yea, let God be true, but every man a lhiar;
-Romans %:1-4

Paul explains that Israel’s unbelief would not nu“i% God’s Promises
concerning them. This passage makes it clear that the notion that God

could be unfaithful to His Promises made to Israel is to call God a liar.

S0, we constantlg see this same theme in Biblical Prophecg — aremnant of
Israel will repent and turn to her true Messiah at the end of the Tribulation,
Prompting His return to restore them Phgsica”g and sPirituallg, and then
inaugurate His Millennial Kingdom. This is Israel’s future in God’s Plan.
Although Israel is currcntlg in a state of rebellion, God will get her back, but
it will take the unPara”cled distress of the Tribulation Period to do it. God
is not finished with Israel! This can further be summarized in the Fo”owing

passage from Isaiah 54, sPeaking of the end-time restoration of Israel. ..

“For tng Maker is thine husband; the Lord of hosts is his name; and thg
Redeemer the Holg One of lsrael; The God of the whole earth shall he be
called.

For the Lord hath called thee as a woman forsaken and grievcd in sPirit,
and a wife oFgouth, when thou wast refused, saith thg God.

For a small moment have | forsaken thce; but with great mercies will lgather
thee.

In a little wrath 1 hid my face from thee for a moment; but with cverlasting

kindness will 1 have mercy on thee, saith the Lord thu Redeemer.”
-Isaiah 54:5-8

We see from this the entire panorama of Israel’s history, which was
Prophetica”g given hundreds oggears before Christ’s First Coming, God

Prophetica”g laid out how He would for a time turn His attention away from
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Israel after the nation’s rcjection of Him as Messiah, and theg would be
Forcecl to endure a Pcriod o{: Wrath. But He makes Clear that at the end OF it

all, He would regather them in kindness and mercy.

Recall the earlier passage we looked at that records Jesus’ lament in
Matthew 2537 — declaring His desire to gather them as a nation back then
at His First Coming, but theg wouldn’t have Him. Theg failed the test at His
First Coming. Yet, hundreds o{:gears earlier here in Isaiah (and many other
Places}, He was alrcadg declaring His intention to ultimatelg regather them
inthe end, as through the wrath of the Tribulation, theg will Finallg receive
Him at His Second Coming,

A few verses later in Isaiah 54, God says...

“For the mountains shall depart, and the hills be removed; but my kindness

shall not depar’c from thce, neither shall the covenant of my peace be
removecl) saith the Lord that hath mercy on thee.”
~Isaiah 5410

S0, we see the same cverlasting nature of God’s unconditional covenant
Promiscs to Israel shown here. God tells Israel that the mountains and hills
will be removed from the earth before His covenant with Israel could ever be
removed. God then finishes out this chapter bg declaring the everlasting

PrinciPIe of His Preservation of Israel. ..

“No weapon that is formed against thee shall prosper; and every tongue
that shall rise against thee injudgment thou shalt condemn. This is the
heritage of the servants of the Lord, and their rightcousncss is of me, saith
the Lord.”
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-Isaiah 5417

This entire idea of God keeping his covenant Promises to Israel is one of
the major reasons for Christ’s Second Coming at the end of the
Tribulation. John, in his aPocalgPtic vision in Revelation, describes this

event...

“And | saw heaven ol:)ened, and behold a white horse; and he that sat upon
him was called Faithful and True, and in rightcousncss he dothjuclgc and
make war.”

-Revelation 19:11

Whg is Christ called “Faithful and True?” Because this is Him coming back
to save the Jewish remnant that had turned to Him, in order to keep His
covenants with Israel. He is Faithful and True to His unconditional covenant
Promiscs —in agreement with what Paul had said in Romans 3:1-4 (“let God

be true, but every man a liar”).

Jesus in Matthew 24 had told us that if He didr’t return, no flesh would be
saved. In other words, if this time Period of Tribulation was allowed to
continue past its allotted time, all People on earth — and ccrtainly the
Jewish remnant — would be dcstroged (Matthew 24-:22) . And if there is no
Jewish remnant remaining, then God couldn’t fulfill His covenant Promises
to Israel. So, in order to fulfill His Promises, His Second Comingis
necessary. This Faithful and True covenant~‘<eeping God will return as a
Conqucring King to save this remnant and then bring them into the
Millennial Kingdom, in which all of His Promises will be kept.
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And S0, throughout this section of our study, we've strengthened our
Perccptions of the Biblical attitude a Biblc~bclieving Christian should have
concerning Israel. As we've seen, the Bible is not silent or indecisive about
this. The aPostle Paul answers all of these question with Precise detail, in
Per{:cct alignment with the rest of the Bible, hclping us to recognize that
Israel cle{:initelg has a future in God’s Planl
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Conclusion

As we bring our stucig toa close, let’s recap what we’ve learned...

In the Old Testament, God selected Israel as a chosen nation from among
the heathens that were all steepcd in the E)abglonian system of i&olatrg. He
chose them to be a sel:)arate and holg nation — one through which God
could disclose His Word, His Messiah, and His ultimate salvation for all of

humanitg.

God then made a number of unconditional covenants with Israel, Promising
things like, “those that bless you will be blessed, and those that curse you
will be cursed.” He Promised a land inheritance for them (one that still has
never been Coml:)letelg fulfilled). He Promised a future Messianic Kingdom

ruled bg a King Messiah who would come as one of their descendants.

And even as the nation failed to live up to their ca”ing of beinga beacon of
God’s light unto the nations, God would reaffirm His unconditional
covenants with them, even beginning to disclose a Promise of a future New
Covenant and time in which theg would walk in His ways. The Prol:)hets
would reveal that Israel will be restored both spirituang and Phgsica”g, and
will actua”g be the headline nation on earth at the time when theg would
begin to receive this covenant. Even at the height of their apostacy, God
sPcakS through the writings of the Prophets, Acclaring that as long as the
heavenlg bodies themselves remain in existence, Israel as a nation will also

remain.

And so, as literal interl:)reters of the Bible, we can understand that Israel

still has a Place in God’s future program for humanitg - despite their Past
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failures and current state of unbelief as a nation. So, if God did not cast off
His original covenant Pcople, neither should we. If we understand their
future signigicance in God’s Planj we should not espouse an attitude of
antagonism or hatred towards them. If we claim to sincerclg love God, we
must also love the Jewish Peoplc, whom He loves. Biblica”g sPeaking, the
Jews are the chosen People of God — and Paul told us that this ca“ing and
election of God is given to them “without repentance” — or in other words,

it's irrevocable.

But we don’tjust read about this in Scripture —we actua”g witness it bcing
active throughout the record of historg. Even more incrediblg, we clearly
see this pattern at work in our modern times. For instance, the Principle of
“those who bless you will be blessed, and those who cure you will be
cursed” from the Abrahamic Covenant is evident throughout historg, as
we’ve seen. Ourjog through historg, beginning with the Assyrian EmPirc
and extending throughout our modern times has shown that nations rise
and fall based upon their treatment of God’s chosen People. We even saw
how Bible Prophccy states that this trend will continue into the future, and
that God will exact His vengeance upon those nations that gather against

Jerusalem and conspire to divide His land that He Promised to Israel.

We also examined the big Picturc of the angelic conflict at work throughout
historg. Satan’s agenda IS alwags to destrog Israel in order to thwart God’s
Plan (since he knows Israel as a nation is the instrument through which God
intends to administer this Plan). And so, the question remains, “on which

side of this suPernaturaI conflict do you want to be? Do you want to be on

Satan’s side or on God’s side?”
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We also demonstrated how clear Bible Prophecg s regarding Israel’s future
in God’s Plan. As we showcd, we can understand that the creation of the
modern State of Israel in 1948 has the Prophetic signiﬁcance of beginning
the process of regathering the People of 1srael from the nations (in
unbeliep) in Preparation for being brought to faith through the discipline of
the Tribulation. This will be followed bg a further regathcring (in faith)
after the Tribulation in Preparation for blessing and restoration in the
Millennial Kingdom. So, through a literal and Plain rcading of the Bible,
God’s program for Israel becomes clear, and helps us to recognize His hand
at work todag, setting the stage for what is to come after the Church Age is
comple’ced.

Christian believers should embrace a mindset that falls in line with all of
these facts. While we of course do not have to suPPort evcrgthing Israel
might do as a nation, if we’re committed to a Biblica“g~basecl mindset, then
we must support their right to exist as a sovereign nation, as we’ve shown it
to be unquestionablg Prophctic. And so, while some Christians who look
through the misguided lenses of a”egorical Bible interpretation might think
that God has abandoned lsracl) and that theg’ve been rel:)laced 139 the
church, we can understand the oPPosite to be true. God will surelg fulfill
His Promises and covenants with Israel — cxactlg as His Word says He will.
God still has a Plan for them, and our attitudes as Bible~believing Christians
should reflect this clear Scril:)tural teaching.
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