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Christians are often criticized for “onlg having blind faith.” This studg will
aim to demonstrate that you do not have to (and should not) relg on “blind
faith” in order to believe in God and His Word. To the contrary, we as
Christians have an incre&iblg firm foundation of which to base our faith on.
The Bible is a valid basis of faith — a claim this study intends to strong|9

dcmonstrate.

As we bcgin our studg, the first thing we need to do is examine three
ePistemological anchor Points that form the basis of our belief in the

sul:)ernatural origin of the Bible.

Epistemologg: The thcorg of knowledgc, its method, its scope, and its
limits. EPistemologg is the investigation of what clistinguishesjusthcicd belief

from oPinion. it defines what we can actua”g know.

Note: We can’t Fu”g describe each of the go“owing three Points here, but to
better understand what we mean by cach, Please consult the comPanion
studg entitled

So, let’s examine the three Points that form the basis of our

ePistemologg. ..

~The Basis of our Epistemologg

1. TheBibleisa highlg integrate& message system.

2. The Bible contains an astonishing amount of Eroghccg.



3. The Bible contains intricatelu hidden subtleties encoded into the
very text itself that clearlu transcend the knowledge and intent of the

human authors.

During this studg, we will mainig be investigating Biblical content naving to
do with Points #1 and 2 — involving integration and propnecu. These two

Points nelP support each other. Biblical Prophccg proves integration, and
Biblical intcgration involves Propnccg. One of the Primarg ways you can
validate the Bible’s extra-dimensional origin is through its continual use of

Prophecg. Let’s discuss this further...

As we mentioned, Biblical Propnecg proves the integration of the Bible.
Integration is a Prooi of extra-dimensional authorsnip because of the
i:o”owing reason — the Bible is one continuous story written over a Period
of almost 1,500 years, bg many human authors who mostlg didn’t know each
other and weren’t alive at the same time, and yet, we find that the themes
and events in ScriPturC are woven together as one unified story. This
Points to a common Author who is behind it all, inﬂuencing and insPiring the

human Pcnmen Wi’]O wrote down wnat theg were inspired to say.

In other words, imagjne your favorite novel or storgbook...imagine you one
dag found out that the cnapters were written 139 different People who
mostlg didr’t know each other and werer’t alive at the same time, over a
Period of 1,500 years...yet, the storgline was ﬂawiess, or, to use our term,
intcgrated. Obviously, this is imPossibic — espcciang when the earlier
cnaptcrs Predict how the later cnapters would turn out with amazing
Prccision —and its Predictions align with the record of human nistorg. This

Points to a common Author outside of time who was guiding and insPiring



the human writers to compose this unified storg. This is what we mean bg

intcgration.
Let’s ta”< more about Propnccg 1Cor a moment bmcorc continuing. Wnat
exactlg clo we mean bg ProPnecg, and now cxactlg does tnis prove

anytning’?

The Bible repeatedlu demonstrates its uniqueness bu makinga habit of

dcscribing historu before it happens. This is what we mean bg Propnccg.
And i this statement is true, it would require then that the author knew
what was going to happen ahead of time, which obviouslg the human writers
couldr’t. This characteristic of Propnecg is a method of authentication that
IS unique to the true Author (God), because He exists outside of the
dimension of time altogetncr and erjogs a100% success rate. In other
Words, we know the Bible cannot come from man — it must come from a

Bcing outside of time itself.

So, we will find that Prophccy s notjust an odd curiositg —it’'sa

demonstration that God is real, that He cares, and that He has chosen to
reveal to us in advance what His Plans are for the world, and for you and |
Persona”g. As we g0 tnrougn this studg, kecp in mind how the content we

will examine demonstrates our epistemological ancnor~Points.

Let’s now bcgin an exercise that concerns the most imPortant theme in the
entire Bible: was Jesus actua“g the Messiah of Israel, and igges, how
confident can we be that He was? Peter Stoner, in his book “Science

Speal(s,” suggeste& an interesting aPProacn to this issue.



The ico”owing exercise is based on an adaPtation of his aPProacn, done i:)g
Chuck Missler in “Cosmic Codes.”

We do this 139 taking a brief sampling of some of the Prophecies which were
recorded in the Old Testament and fulfilled in the New, and attempt to
examine them quantitativelg. In other words, this will be an exercise in
comPosite Probabilities. You will see what we mean as we begin. But first we
must make another introductorg detour, as we anticipate the criticisms of
the skePtics who will claim that none of this matters unless the Propnecies
were Provabig written well Prior to the suPPosed fulfillments theg
anticiPate. We completelg agree, so before beginning to examine these
Propnecies) let’s establish our Propnetic Perspective by examining this

Issue...

The first Point we must recognize is that the Old Testament was translated
into Greek around 270 B.C. — called the SePtuagint.

In those dags, even a Jew genera“g didn’t have much Proiiciencg in Hebrew,
but instead iikeig sPoke Aramaic and Greek. Greek — Fo”owing the sPread
of the Greek EmPire under Alexander the Great — became the international
language of commerce. Hebrew, instead, became similar to the way Latinis
for a Catholic. The Jews of that time may have had some understanding of
it for reiigious uses, but in generai the average person would not have been
skillful enough toread it Huentiy. This background established the need

among Jews ]COF a copy oF tne ScriPtures readabie in tne common language.



So, around 285 B.C., Ptolemg Il Philadclphus commissioned around 72 of
the most eminent Hebrew scholars to Alexandria to translate the Hebrew
ScriPtures into Greek. The result of that effort, as we mentioned, is known
as the Septuagint version of the Old Testament . The purpose of
recognizing, this for the sake of this studg IS simplg to Point out that the Old
Testament Prophccics were already in Print several centuries before the

birth of Christ — which establishes it as valid Prophecg.

Another Point of evidence that shows the Old Testament Prophccies were
in existence long before their fulfillments in Christ involves the incredible
discoverg of the Dead Sea Scrolls in1947. This archacological find included
Biblical scrolls and Fragments that contained at least some part of every
Old Testament book, with the cxcePtion of Esther — with many of these
dating to hundreds ogycars Prior to the life of Christ.

if these manuscript coPies of Old Testament books found in the Dead Sea
Scrolls Prc~dated Christ, then the original Old Testament books must have
been written far earlier still. At any rate, no serious scholars doubt that the

Old Testament — including its Prophccies - Pre~&ated Christ.
The next objection we must anticipate goes as follows:

“The gospcl authors delibcratclg crafted their biographics of Jesus so as
to make Jesus appear to fulfill the Old Testament Scril:)tures.”



But there are several reasons to believe that the gosPel authors rePorted
Jesus’ life and words accuratelg. Theg wrote the truth even at risk of
Persecution, and they did not Play to what their audiences might expect.
Let’s take a few moments to break this down further. ..

In their book “Evidence That Demands A Verdict,” Josh and Sean
McDowell make the to”owing Points:

o Atthe time the Gospels were written, the Christian church was
undergoing considerable Persecution. Many Christians were
martgred for their faith in excruciating and inhumane ways — such as
139 crucifixion, being burned alive, and being fed to wild animals. Since
the gospel writers had notning obvious to gain from inventing a “new
religion,” and evergthing to lose, this suggests theg recorded what
actua“g haPPened and what Jesus rea”g said and did.

e The Gospels demonstrate restraint on the part of their writers, since
Jesus is conspicuouslg silent on many of the controversial toPics that
were debated in the earlg church - including whether Gentile
Christians had to undergo circumcision, the role of women, etc. If the
gospel writers were in the habit of making things up, it seems likelg

that theg would have “made” Jesus “address” such issues.

o Magbe one of the most imPortant Pieces of evidence to consideris
the fact that Jesus’ Messianic claim flew in the face of the
overwnelming Jewish Messianic anticipation that was Prevalent during
His eartnlg ministry. In other words, cﬂuring that Period, the Jewish
understan&ing of the Messianic Prophecies emPnasized a coming king



or Political leader that would heip them throw off the 9oi<e of their
Roman Oppressors. Even tociag, this same type of anticiPa’cion stands
— based on the many Old Testament Messianic Scriptures that do
depict the Messiah as a conquering i<ing who will restore the eartnig

kingdom of Israel and reign as an eartnig monarch on David’s throne.

Christians on the other hand, understand that these Prophecies will
be fulfilled at Christ’s Second Coming —~ where Christ will come as a
Conquering King. but Christians also understand that at His First
Coming, Christ came as the Sugering Servant — Fuiri”ing the many
Messianic Propnecies that Point to the Messiah’s torment, anguisn,

Pain, and death. Where are we going with this?

Simplg that, if the New Testament writers’ motivation was to Persuade
People who were longing for — and exPecting —a conquering hero
Messiah, tneg could have omitted or downplaged the crucifixion and
struggies of Jesus in order to craft a more convincing Presentation.
Tneg could have Portraged Him as a Poweriul Poiitical leader seeking
to overthrow Rome. But tneg didn’t. Since they instead gave the
crucifixion empnasis — and never once gave any indication that Jesus
sougnt the type of Poiitical power the Jews were exl:)ecting, it shows
that theg gave a truthful account, and in doing S0, theg revealed in a
far Aeeper way the saving role of the Messiah.

In summary, the gospel authors Passed every test of Valiciitg that we would
ascribe to any modern writer in any objective test. Tneg —in every way —

iiaci every reason to write the oPPosite oi: Wna’c tiieg actua“g wrote. Everg



one of them — except John — died horrific and gruesome deaths &ircctlg
due to their advocacg of the truth of their testimonies of Jesus. Theg all
faced excommunication from evcrgthing theg knew in the Jewish culture
and rcligion of that dag — all due to their testimonies about Jesus. Theg all
stood to lose evergthing — and thcy all pretty much did = due to their

testimonies about Jesus.
I:urthcrmore, authors Norman Geisler and Frank Turek identi{y ten reasons
Whg we should believe that the gosPel writers told the truth. Here arejust

sevcral:

e The New Testament writers included embarrassing details about

thcmselves.

Writers — csPeciallg fraudulent ones — tend to embellish their own

imPortance and cover up cmbarrassing details that may make them

look bad.

For example:

~They are dim-witted (Mark 9:32, Luke 18:34, John 12:16).
-They are rebuked strongly (Mark 8:33, et al.).

~-They are cowards (Matthew 26:33-35, et al.).

-They are doubters (John 2:18-22, 3:14-18, Matthew 12:39-41, 17:9, 22~
2% 28:17).
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The New Testament writers included embarrassing details and

ditficult sayings of Jesus.

So, theg not only included sel{:—-incriminating details about themselves,
but also record &etails about their lcader — Jesus — that Would seem
to Portrag Himina ncgative light.

For examPlc:

-Jesus is ini’cia“g considered “out of His mind” bg His own Familg

(Mark 3:21,31).

~Jesus is initially not believed by His own brothers (John 7:5).

-Jesus is thought by some to be a deceiver (John 7:12).

-Jesus is deserted by many of His followers (John 6:66).

~Jesus is called a “drunkard” (Matthew 11:19).

~Jesus is called “demon-possessed” (Mark 3:22, et al.).

~Jesus is called a “madman” (John 10:20).

-Jesus is crucified by the Romans, despite the fact that “anyone who

15 hung on a tree is under God’s curse” (A” four Gospels,
Dcuteronomy 21:2%, cf. Galatians 3:1%).
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e The New Testament writers included events related to the

resurrection of Christ that thcg would not have invented.
For examPlc:

~Women (in a very male dominated societg and time) were recorded as

bcing the first ones to reach the cmPtg tomb after the resurrection.

-Awoman’s testimong carried little to no Weight in courts of law
during that time, yet it was women who first testified of the empty
tomb.

~Women were often dcpic’ced as bcing the brave ones, standing near

the cross, while the disciples were in hiding for fear of the Jews .

e The New Testament writers were stoned, beheaded, thrown in boiling
oil, crucified uPsidc down, and killed in a number of ways for their

egcwitness testimong.

Theg abandoned their long-hcld beliefs and sacred Practiccs
(Practicang overnight) and adopted new radical ones all under
Penaltg of death. Theg could have saved their lives 139 recanting, but

thcg went to the death for their egewitncss testimonies.

What about for instance, Muslim terrorists wi”ing to die for their

beliefs? There is one big difference — the New Testament writers were

CYEWITNESSES. c NEW It was €S tru ccause c aga veririeda |
it Thgk it was the truth b thghd ified it

with their own senses. While current martyrs are certainlg sincere,

12



thcg don’t have eyewitness ProoF that their beliefs are true, and
therefore their deaths are critica“g different.

So then, throughout this introductorg section, we have established two keg
Points: that the Prophecies we will be examining were written well before the
Fact, and that we have reason to believe in the validitg of the gosPel writers’
accounts of Jesus’ life. There is certainlg much more information available
to prove those two Points, which we certainlg encourage you to explorc.
But at this Point, we should have sugicientlg countered the Potcntial

objcctions of the critics, and will now continue on with our studg.
So then, with that background in Place) let’s review several of these Old

Testament Messianic Prophccies and attempt to estimate the likelihoods

that theg Werejust mere coincidence or accidents of chance.
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Messianism in the Old Testament is the anticipatiori of the Propbesieo
coming leader who will save, liberate, and redeem Israel. One scholar, J.
Barton Payne) found as many as 574 verses in the Old Testament that
somehow Point to, describe, or reference the coming Messiah. Alfred
Edersheim found 456 Old Testament verses Propbetica”g rci:crring to the
Messiah or His times. Conservativclu, Jesus fulfilled at least 300 of these

propbecies in His cartblu ministry, accordingto tbeologiaris who have

cataloguecl tbcm.

For the sake of this cxamplej we have selected onlg 8 of the 500. The New
Testament gospels, the historical records of the life of Jesus, record
sPcciric fulfillments to these Propbecies as attested to bg numerous
witnesses. We will examine each of these 8, and if legitimatc, we will then
matbematica”y applg them to an exercise in Calculating comPosite

Probabilities.

By ana!yzing the circumstances surrounding each one, you can come up
with an estimated Probabilitg of each one takirig Placo bg assigning an
aPProximated numerical value to its Probabilitg. The chance that a single
person could fulfill all 8 is an exercise in what is termed comPosite
Probabilities. Bear in mind, all of the Fo”owing Probabilitg estimates are

extremclg conservative!

1. “Born in Bethlehem”

14



“But thou, Bethlehem Ephratah, though thou be little among the
thousands of Judah) 361: out of thee shall he come forth unto me that
is to be ruler in Israel; whose goings forth have been from of oldj from

everlastin g, i
~Micah 5:2

This is the passage King Herod resorted to in order to respond to
the inquirg of the Magj, who had asked, “Where is he that is born king
of the Jews?” This Prophetic passage sPechCics that the Coming One
will be born in Bethlehem. The gospels of Matthew and Luke both
record the birth of Jesus, and agree that He was born in Bethlehem.

What then can we say is the likelihood that any Jew - from the time of
Micah until the Present - has been born in Bethlehem?

Would you agree tha’c an extremelg conservative estimate WOUICl bc
one in 100,0007

Probability: 1:100,000

. “Death bu Crucifixion”

“For dogs have compassed me: the assembly of the wicked have
inclosed me: theg Piercecl my hands and my feet.”
-Psalm 22:16

Psalm 22 reads as if it were dictated — first person singular - bg
Christ Himself as He hung on the cross. Although this passage was

Penned around cight centuries years before He was born !

15



What makes this even more incredible is that the official form of
execution in Israel (coming from the Mosaic Law) was alwags stoning,
nothing else. hcgou were Predicting how some future person would die
in ancient Israel, you would choose stoning, not crucifixion (which at
the time of the writing of Psalms, Probablg wasn’t even invented yet,
but deﬁnitelg was not common Practice - especiallg in Israel .Of
course, all four gospels (Matthew, Mark} Luke, and John), agree that

Jesus was crucified.

So then, what is the ratio of Jewish men, taken at random, to have
died bg crucitixion? We will assign an extremelg conservative estimate
of one in10,000.

Probability: 1:10,000

. “Hailed as a King Ridinga Donkeu”

“Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion; shout, O daughtcr of
Jerusalem: behold, thy King cometh unto thee: he isjust, and having
salvation; lowlg, and riding upon an ass, and upon a colt the foal of an
ass.” ~-Zechariah 9:9

This ProPhecg announces that the Coming One will Present Himself
as King bg ridinga donkcy into Jerusalem. Matthew, Mark, Luke, and
John all agree that Jesus entered Jerusalem while bcing hailed as a

King, riding ona clonkeg.

Since this Prophecg, one man in how many ~ who has entered

Jerusalem as a ruler - has entered ri&ing ona clonkeg? While we have

16



no record of anyone but Christ who did S0, let us allow for
unrecorded Possibilities and assign an estimate of one in100 — again,

an extremelg conservative estimate.
Probabilitg: 1:100

. “f)etraucd for 30 Pieces of Silver”

“And I said unto them, hcge think good, gve me my Pricc; and i not,
forbear. So thcg wcighed for my Price tiiirty Pieces of silver.”
~Zechariah 11:12

Matthew 26 15 records that this was the exact amount Judas received

for his betragai of Jesus Christ.

This one seems simPle enougii: Of all the Jewish men who have ever
lived since this ProPhecg, one in how many has been bctraged or sold
for exactig 30 Pieces of silver? Aithough this seems like a “one in a
million” kind of thing, let’s assign an extrcmeig conservative estimate
of one in1,000.

Probability: 1:1,000

. “Transaction Took Place in the Tcmpic/Silver to the Potter”

“And the Lord said unto me, Cast it unto the potter: a gooc”g Price
that | was Priseci at of them. And I took the thirtg Pieces of silver, and
cast them to the Pottcr in the house of the Lord.”

~Zechariah 11:1%

17



This ProPhecg is extremelg sPechCic. it describes not onlg the amount
of the transaction (30 Pieces of silver), but also the location of the

transaction (the house of the Lord, the TemPlc), and who ends up

with the money (a Pottcr).

Matthew 27 records that Judas, in his remorse, attemPted to undo his
bargain and return the 20 Picccs of silver, but the Priests would not
accept them, so he threw them down on the floor of the Teml:)le and
went out and hangcci himself. The Priests could not Put the money
into the treasury as there was a Prohibition against the use of “blood
money.” To avoid this, theg found a different use for the money. The
TemPlc was resPonsible to burg any Foreigners who might die in their
Prccincts, SO theg Purchasecl an available Pottcr’s field for that

PUFPOSC.

We now need to estimate a Probabilitg of all of this being fulfilled.
One Jewish man in how many — since this Prophecg - after receiving a
bribe for a betragal, attemptcd to return the money, had it re{:used,
threw it on the floor of the Temple) and then had it ultimatelg end up
in the hands of a Potter? This is also a “one in a million” situation, but

let’s assign an extremclg conservative estimate of one in 100,000.
Probability: 1:100,000

6. “Wounded in His Hands in the House of His Friends”

18



“And one shall say unto him, What are these wounds in thine hands?
Then he shall answer, Those with which 1 was wounded in the house of

my friends.” -Zechariah 1%:6

When first reading this verse, it may seem difficult to visualize a group
of Roman soldiers Crucigging Jesus, as being “in the house of my
friends.” However, you may recall an event recorded in John 20:25, in
which after His resurrection, Jesus first aPPcaer to the Aisciplcs.
On this occasion, Thomas was not present. When the clisciplcs later
told Thomas of the resurrected Christ’s visit, Thomas said,

“Except I shall see in his hands the Print of the nails, and put my
Finger into the Print of the nails, and thrust my hand into his side, 1 will
not believe.” ~John 20:25

Eight dags later, when theg were all assembled again — but this time,
including Thomas — Jesus again aPPearcd and gave Thomas the
oPPortunitg to fulfill his requcst.

Now, when we £0 back and review the Prophetic glimpse given to us
139 Zechariah, we realize it wasn’t the nails that are the wounds being
referred to, but Thomas’ unbelief as he stuck his Fingers into Jesus’

Freshlg crucified hands. Ouch!

So, we need to assign an estimate. How many Jewish men since this
Prophecg have been wounded in both hands while in the house of
their friends? Let’s assign an cxtrcmelg conservative estimate of one
in1,000.

19



Probability: 1:1,000

. “Made No Defense Though Innocent”

“He was oPPressed, and he was aﬂzlic’ced, 96’5 he ol:)ened not his
mouth: he is brought as a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep
before her shearers is dumb, so he ol:)eneth not his mouth.”

~Isaiah 557

A” Four gospels record some asPccts o{: Jesus’ arrest and overnight
trials Prior to His crucifixion. After His arrest in the Garden of
Gethsemanc, Jesus was subjcctecl to six trials: three Jewish and three

Roman — all of them i“egal in every respect.

Fina”g, after atteml:)ting every administrative Plog available, and
Pronouncing Him “without fault,” Pilate nevertheless sentenced him to

bc cxecute&.

Let’s assign an estimate. Since this Prophecg, one Jewish man in how
many — while on trial for his life — and though innocent — will make no
defense for himself? we will assign an extremclg conservative estimate
of one in1,000.

Note: Mang wonder whg Jesus made no defense. He couldn’t! He was

in our shoes! His mission was to be our substitute, and we are guiltgl

Probability: 1:1,000

20



8. “Died With the Wicked, Grave With the Rich”

“And he made his grave with the wicked, and with the rich in his death;
because he had done no violence, neither was any deceitin his

mouth.” -Isaiah 5%:9

Jesus was crucified between two thieves and buried in the tomb of
Joseph of Arimathea, who was aPParcntly one of the richest and
most influential individuals in the region. He was somehow able to
secure a Personal secret meeting with Pilate in order to request the

bodg of Jesus, which indicates his stature.

So thcn, one in how many Jewish men since this Prophccy died among
the wicked yet were buried with the rich? While this one could have
some definite candidates, let’s assign a Probabilitg of one in1,000, if
for no other reason than the unlikelihood of the average person
taken at random being “buried with the rich.”

Probability: 1:1,000

Before going on, let’s further clari{y what we mean bg these Probabilitg
estimates. A helpgul way of doing this is to try to visualize what we mean bﬂ

usinga Phgsical cxample...

“1.100” - A suitable examplc would be taking 100 silver do”ars, marking one,
and Putting them all into a bucket, mixed. You would then reach into the
bucket blindfolded and your chances of randomlg selecting the marked

coin would be 1in 100 chances.
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Our next cballenge is to estimate the Probabilitg that one single individual
could fulfill all 8 of these Propliecies. We need to combine these 8 separate
estimates into a comPosite Probabilitg. In mathematics, to determine
comEosite (or comPound) Probabilities (the chance of all of the events
occurring}, you calculate the Procluct of each individual Probabilitg. In
other words, you multiplg the Probabilities.

(e.g; 1:1,000 x 1:1,000 = 1:1,000,000)

So, let’s Nnow aPPlg tbat to our current exercise. In order to calculate tbe

comp051te probab litu of all 8 Messianic propbeoes beingtultilled bu a

smgle person, you would take the procluct ot the 8 aSSigned probab litu

estimates.

Consider the tollowing chart...
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Born in Bethlehem (Micah 5:2) 1:100,000
Death by Crucifixion (Psalm 22:16) 1:10,000
Hailed as a King Ridinga Donke\g (Zechariah 9:9) m

t. Bctraycd for 30 Pieces of Silver (Zechariah 11:12) 1:1,000

Transaction Took Place in the Temple / Silver to the Potter (Zech. 11:1%) 1:100,000

5. Wounded in His Hands in the House of His Friends (Zechariah 13:6) 1:1,000
Made No Defense T)’]ough Innocent (Isaiah 53:7) 1:1,000

Died With the Wicked, Grave With the Rich (Isaiah 53:9) 11,000
The Probabilitg that one man would fulfill all cig]ﬁt >
10° x 10* x 10? x 10% x 107 x 10? x 10% x 10? = 10?

/8.8 x10"° (t]"le estimated number of Pcoplc who have lived between the time these ProPhccies were givcn, until now)

=1 chance in 100,000,000,000,000,000 (10")

Or: 107 x 10T x 102 x 10?2 x 10?7 x 102 x 10? x 10? = 108

(An easy way to come up with the Pro&uct of this column of numbers is

simplg to count the 0’s.)

After &oing the arithmetic, the comPosite Probabilitg that a single person
would fulfill all 8 Prophccies turns out to be an enormous number: 1:102
(that is, 1:10 with 28 zeroes after it, or
1:100,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000).

This fulfills the question of one man in how many men could have fulfilled

these 8 Prophccies. But what we rea”g want to know is, what is the chance

that any Earticular man might have lived — begirming from the time these
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Prophecics were gjven, up until the present time — and have fulfilled all of
these spcciﬁ'c Prophecies’? To estimate this, we then have to divide our 102
139 the total Population of the PeoPlc who have lived during this time
Peﬁod.

The estimate of the number of Peoplc who have lived during this time
Period s thought to be aPProximatelg 8.8 billion, or 8.8 x 10" . We
will simPIi% this calculation bg rounding up to 10". The chance of one actual
person in historg Fuhci”ing all 8 Prophccies is 102 divided bg 10", which
equals 107 or 11,000,000,000,000,000,000 - still an astronomically huge

number.

Let’s try to visualize the size of this likelihood which is rePrcsented bg 1:10V,
If we took the entire state of Texas and filled it comPIctclg with 107 silver
do“ars, the depth of silver dollars on the groun& would cqual two feet
anywhcre you walk . You would then mark one of the silver dollars
at random, and the chances of a person blindfolded being dropped
anywhcre in Texas and Picking up the marked silver dollar would be

equivalcnt to1chance in 107,
It would be completelg irrational to imagine this could haPPen bg chance.

And kecp in mind, this Figure onlg includes 8 of over 300 Old Testament

Messianic Propheciesl
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Now let’s say we want to expand our exercise to include 16 of the available
300 Prophecies instead onust 8.To simplhcg our analgsis, let’s assume that
the likelihoods of the 8 we are adding are essentia”g the same as the first 8.

it you aPPlH the same arithmetic, the chance of one man gulfi”ing all16

Prophecics comes to 1:10™!
(102 x 102 /10" = 10%)

well how big of a number is this? Let’s come up with another imaginarg
model to helP us aPPreciate the largeness OF the number 107,

Again, we will use silver dollars as an example, but this time Texas isn’t big
enough to accommodate 107 — in fact, the entire United States isn’t big
enough. lnstcad) to rcPresent 10" silver do“ars, we'll need to make a ball of

silver dollars with a diameter 60 times the distance from Earth to the sun
I

We now need to mark one of the silver dollars at random, and then mix them
up so as to gjve ever silver dollar an cqual chance of being selected. We will
then commission a blindfolded astronaut, launch him into this ball of silver
do“ars, and have him select one at random. The chance that he
succcssguug Picks the marked silver dollar is the same chance that the

Messiah had in Fuhci”ing each of the 16 Prophecies.
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But again, we have onlg utilized 16 of over 300 Prophccies we can Pick from.
Let’s try this exercise once more. This time, we will explorc three times as

many, a total of 48 Prophccies.
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We will now increase our calculation to include 48 Messianic Prophecies. As
before, we will assume that none of these additional Prophccies are any
more spcciﬂc than the original 8. In other words, we will assume each of the
likelihoods are the same as the first 8.

it you aPPlH the same arithmetic, the chance of one man Ful{:i”ing all 48

Prophecics comes to 1:1077!
(102 x 102 x 102 x 1028 x 102 x 102 /10" =10"7)

Our Problem now simplg becomes comprehending the Iargeness of the
numbers we are encountering, 10" is such a largc number that silver dollars
will no Ionger work for this examplc. Infact, it is difficult to even imagine a
model we can relate to that will accommodate an examplc of such a Iarge

number. That being said, let’s try to come up with some way to dramatize

this likelihood.

Todo this, we will need to assemble a ball comPosed of the smallest things
we can imagjne: atoms. This ball will be comPoscd of every single atom in the
entire universe. It may surprise you to discover that the wi&clg acccpted
guess bg scientists rcgarding the total number of atoms in the universe is
“onlg” 1066 . That should give youa clue as to the largeness of these

numbers. And sti”, we are still nowhere near our necessary amount of 107

In order then to accommodate this, we will need to make a ball of all the

atoms in the universe for each atom in the universe. When we do the

arithmetic, we come up with 1072,
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(10%¢ x 10%¢ = 102)
We are still a long way from the necessary tigure of 10971

In order to reach our goal, we will need to Pcrtorm this same exercise once

for every second since the secular estimation of when the universe began.

Assuming about ten billion years for the purposes of our model, that’s
equivalcnt to about 107 seconds. When we do the arithmetic, we are still onlg
to 107,

(1072 x 107 = 10"9)

As you can see, we are still short of our goal bg 108, In other words, we will
still have to Pertorm this exercise 100 million times more in order to reach
our desired samplc size of 107! Once we do that, we need to “mark an

atom” and select one at random (1:10%7).

As you can see, this is absolutelg begond human imagining. We have |itera”9
run out of quantitative ways to assimilate this degree of magnitu&e. And
remember, we have onlg dealt with 48 of over 300 sPccitic Messianic

Propt]ecicsl
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What's the Point of all of this?

We have 500 authentic Old Testament Prophccics that are proven to have
been written before the time of Christ (bﬂ among other evidences, the
comple’cion of the SePtuagint several centuries B.C.). We then find that in
the New Testament, there are multiple egewitncss accounts thoroughlg
documcnting Christ’s literal fulfillment of these Old Testament Prophecies.

But here’s the Point, which we will summarize in two separate insights. ..

1. To attribute the fulfillment of all the spcciﬁ'c Messianic Prophccies !:)3

Jesus Christ to the coincidental actions of unaided chance alone is

absurd.

2. You can dcmonstrate mathematica”y tha’c you can bc more certain
that Jesus Christ is the Messiah of Israel than you are of basica“g
any other fact in the historg of the universe. And you have

quantitativc data to prove it

S0, as we conclude, we need to recognize that the fact that Jesus Christ is
the fulfillment of Prophccy can be established with overwhelming certainty.
This recognition acts as definitive Proog of the extraterrestrial source of
the Bible — a source begon& our sPace~timc —a ProoF SO large that the
universe itself is not able to hold the evidence! To rcject the supcmatural
origin, ministry, and des’cing of Jesus Christ as the Messiah of Israel — and
everﬂthing that He accomplished in His First Coming — is to reject afact
established, Pcrhaps more absolutclg, than any other fact in the world.
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